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LETTER 


My Lady HANMER. 


Dear Madam, 

HIS comes to give you Notice of a 

| Preſent I have ſent you by your 
Carrier, which wif yield an account 

how 1 bave entertaind my ſelf fince you 
made This a Solitary Place by your leaving 
zt : The Preſent, it ſhocks my Modeſty to 
term it ſo, is that little Yolume put by me 
into Engliſh, which you liked when 7 lent 
zt you in its Native Language, at the time 
of your being in theſe parts, With the 
Alteration it receives by my Hand, 1 am- 
ſenfible, Madam, 1 make you a very bad 
Com- 


UMI 


A Letter to 


Compliment, . to offer to entertain one 
your Fudgment with the Defets of Mine, 
and yet I am not abie to forbear it. 
The Charafter you gave this Piece, when 
you told me you had attempted to take 
Notes out of it, but found you could not 
Juſtly do it without writing out the whole 
Book, makes me bold to ; Faacda there is 
ſomething in it that may ſhine quite through 
the Cloud of my Stile, and afford you a 
pleaſing Beam. The Perſon, Madam, ſup- 
poſed to be the Author, was Monſieur 
Fouquet, who, befides his own vaſt Wealth, 
had the Management of the greateſt Reve- 
wue that belongs to the Crown of France. 
AmongFF a great many Accuſations which 
happen'd to be brought againſt him, and 
which at laſt condemu'd him 10 a perpetual 
Impriſonment, one was, That he lived higher 
than the King himſelf, though he proved he 
had done it by the Raine of his own Por- 
tune. Nowcertainly this Perſon muſt needs 
be taken for a Witneſs of good credit, when 
he ſets before our Eyes, as be does after 
Solomon, the /ittle Value which the things 
of this World deſerve to have with us : 
He writ this, and a farmer part of the 
| fame 


my Lady Hanmer. 


ſame Work, in the ſolitude of his Confine- 


ment amongfF the Mountains of Savoy, 
which, the Author ſays, did not alittle con- 
tribute to the enlightning his Thoughts ; 
and ſo it may be eſteemed the fitter to be 
received by yon, Madam, i#u your Retire- 
ment in Wales, whither you have with- 
drawn your ſelf. If you find in places of 
this Volume, when you converſe farther 
with it, a Spirit of Devotion, I hope you 
will take notice in what Perſwaſion it was 
written, and examine, whether you ever 
met with any thing truly of that kind, 
which has been written out of that Per- 
{waſion : And I wiſh, Madam, you may 
make ſuch an advantagious Obſervation 
here as I could defire. It my Wiſhesdo 
not ſuit with your Inclinations, at leaſt, 
Madam, they agree to Perfection with 
the true Friendſhip and Reſpe& I bave 
for you, which would contribute, if the 

could, to your higheſt Felicity. 7 have 
much Pardon to beg of you, but chiefly for 
my Beldreſs in printing this Letter before 
my Tranſlation, and in taking the ——_ 
place your Name before ſo weak a Work as 


my 


A Letter, &c; 


my part of this comes to : But, Madam, al- 


low me to give my Pen this Reputation, in 
confideration of the Flonour I have of a 
Near Allyance to you, but more eſpecially 
for that 1 am, beyond all the reſt of the 


Werld. 
Madam, 
Your moſt AﬀeGtionate, 
Faithful, and Obedient 


Servant, 


E, GAGE: 


A Pre- 


4 


_ — Ou _—_— 5 _ —_— YO CEN OI" 


Preliminary M a x 1m; 
OR, 


REFLECTIONS 


Upon the Laſt Words of the 
FccLEsasTEs of Solomon, 


' Faciendi  plures libros nullus eft Fink : 


finem loquendi pariter omnes audiamus. 
Ecclel. x11, 12. 


PARAPHRASE.. 


E N ſet no Bounds to their Pens 
in Writing, and leſs to their 
Topgues 1n Speaking: The 


Misiortune 1s, That the ' grea- 
teſt part of them know not what ought 
to be a Man's End in Writing and in 
Speaking, nor will give themſelves the 


trouble to find it out. 
A 2 R E- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


[t muſt be confeſs'd, that the number 
of Books at this day is very great, and 
yet were they all good, there would not 
be many. It would conduce ſufficiently 
to the Honour of Charch and State, did 
every Ape produce but five or ſix, by the - 
Favour of Providence, that merited to be 
turned into all Languages, and had the 
Priviledge of the Books of Antiquity, to 
be known no leſs than the Sun, and to laſt - 
no leſs than the World, © O Immortal : 
< Stars, ſaid the Son of Syrach (ſpeaking 
<« of the Plalms of David) Immortal Stars, 
« created to illuminate future Ages, and |, 
« to adorn them with your miraculous j 
« Lights, even to the end of the World ! 
Ornavit tempora uſque ad conſummationem 
ſecalz. | 

My deſign is, not in this place to take 
notice of the ill fate of ſo many Books, as 
no fooner ſee the light, but are ſtrait bu- 
ried in Oblivion ; nor of thoſe that may 
be termed the Burden of their Country, and 
the Crime of their Parents ; neither of thoſe 

other, 


i WP 


; other, that like the Zyon's Whelps of the 


Prophet Ezekie/, come into the World ar- 
med with Teeth and Claws, and which at 
the inſtant begin to bite, to tear Mens 
Reputations, and to ſuck their Blood. 
Leo faitus eſt & didicit capere predam, 
hominemque comedere. 

I mean to ſpeak of ſuch Books as have 


| the Benediction of Heaven, ſuch as are 


penned by knowing and learned Aurhors 


helped by the Light of the Holy Ghoſt, 


and I ſhall only follow St. Chryfoſtom, my 
dear Reader, in making an Obiervation to 


; you, which doubtleſs will prove uſeful at 
; the Entrance into this little Work. 


He ſays, That ſuch Books as thele are 


: Man's fitteſt Companions during this mor- 
. tal life, Companions that are faithful, fa- 
 miliar, and reſ{ped&ful, that are always near 
at hand, without being uneafie or trou- 
 bleſome; thatare ſilenced when we pleaſe, 


without taking exceptions, and entertain 
us without tediouſneſs, when we would 
have them ſpeak again, that teach us, 
without flattery or diſſembling, the Truths 
of God, and the Rigor of his Judgments, 
and in fine, ſhew us our Faults, and make 

4 A 3 us 
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us obſerve our Weakneſs and ImperfeCti- 
ons, yet give us no offence or diſtaſte. 

So that we cannot but eſteem theſe 
wonderful Books in the number ot the moſt 
admirable productions of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and the moſt proper, to make us ſee the 
Defeats of our Corrupt Nature. 

True it is, that this ſhould be the prin- 
cipal Care. and Office of thoſe that Jove 
us, and whom we love ; but, Where is that 


Friend to be found, that will ſhew us the 


Wounds of our Soul, when only to ſee 
them gives ſo great offence z Where are 
they to be found, that will venture to put 
their Hand to this tender place, and en- 
deavour our Remedy by charitable Admo- 
nitions, when all the World knows, that 
but to touch it, is to make it worſe ? To 
what end ſerve any Remonſtrances, tho' 
never ſo diſcreet and ſecret, and though 
applied with all the Civility and Sweet- 
neſs imaginable,but to turn ſmall Scratches 
into bleeding Sores and mortal Wounds ? 
How many Thunders have been raiſed in 
a Family ; how many Quarrels and ([can- 
dalous Breaches, only from a word of true 
Friendſhip, that hath diſpleaſed too nice a 
Friend ? I fay 
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I ſay therefore, that on ſuch occaſions 
theſe Books are our moſt incomparable 
Friends ; their Office and Intention is,to ſet 
our Faults betore our Eyes ; and this they 
do in ſo obliging a way(which is theWon- 
der) as that inſtead of being offended at 
theſe free Cenſurers, who are ſo well ac- 
quainted with our Faults, we rather do 
admire and eſteem them ; chiefly, in that 


© they beſt know how to diſcover to us, 
andſet down in Paper patherically and 


Ml. 


clearly whatſoever lies the moſt hidden 
and black within us, and all that God Al- 
mighty ſees, through the impenetrable 
Receſles of our guilty Conſcience. 

Another Wonder of theſe Books is, that 
tho' they Iye open before the Eyes of all 
the World, yet they diſcover theſe Truths 
only to the Per{ons that ſcek and ought to 
know then, telling things in that admira- 
ble way, that the Guilty alone know itis 
they that are ſpoken to, and that the 
Writer himſelf knows nothing of this, no 
more than any other Man. 

Such Sinners as read theſe Books find 
their Conſciences touched to the quick, 


and yet perceive no Hand that comes near 
A 4 them, 
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them, or any Eye that obſerves them. In 
a word, they have no reaſon to complain, 


but only of Themſelves. 


* There was heretofore graved upon a_ 


Looking-glaſs this Motto, which equally 
ſuits to a good ſpiritual Book, Neminz 
parcit, neminem lzdit ; It ſpares none, and 
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et it hurts none. Indeed, it is evideat, | 
that the Glaſs ſhews to thoſe that look in ' 
it, and mind it, all the badneſs and defor- 
mity of their Faces, and the good Book 


all the ſpots and foulneſs of their Conlcien- 


ces : Both the one and. the other ſhew . 


this without hiding, without excuſing or 
difguiſing any thing, and yet neither of 
them angers any Perſon, or gives him any 


juſt cauſe of Complaint ; Nemini parcit, | 


neminem ledit. It is the Preperty of an 
excellent good Book, not to ſpare 1n any 
ſort the Sin, nor yet to offend in any ſort 
the Sinner. 

For it could be counted no leſs than a 
ridiculous Extravagance, what a young 
Lord did not long ſince, who hapning 
to come into the company of ſome Per- 
ſons of Quality, that werereading a Book, 


in which his depraved Manners were re- 
Pre» 
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preſented to the Life, fell into a violent 
Paſſion, and would have ſnatched away the 
Book, to have torn it in peces, but bein 


 hindred, he went away full of Threats, 


and ſuch Deſigns as his fooliſh Rage put 
into his Head. The next day ſome Per- 
ſons made a Painter draw a Looking-glaſs 
and juſt before it a Dragon, which ſeeing 


+ there his hideous ſhape, ſeem'd to fly 
' away, yet turned h:s Eyes with Indigna- 
| tion towards the innocent Glaſs, -on the 

top of which were . written theſe few 
, Words, as the Motto of the Looking-glaſs, 


Se non me fugit ; "Tu not from me, but 
from himſelf he flies). It is the ſight of 
his horrid Head, full of Poiſon and De- 


\ formity, that enrageth him, and puts him 


into this fright. 

And this I take to be the fitteſt Anſwer 
can be made to thoſe malicious Spirits, 
who out of their hatred to them are {till 
ready to defame and play the Satyriſts on 
good Books. 

For my part, at leaſt, if any one ſhould 
take offence at the Truths which in this 
little Work accompany the Maxims of 
Solomon ; all the Apology I ſhould make 

ſhould 


ES), 
ſhould be ſummed up in theſe three words, 
Se non me - he accuſeth his own Con(ci- 
ence, and not my Pen ; his Quarrel is to 
Himſelf, and not to Me. 


But it is time, my dear Reader, to make 
an end of this Preliminary Maxim, and to 
acknowledge to you, that this Work done 
by ſo weak a Hand, hath no Value in it 
bur what it derives from the words of 
Solomon, = ts ELLEN ol C Ghoſt, ac- 
quainting you axims as are 
proper to guide us in relation to our 
Temporal and Spiritual Good, which to- 
gether make up the Felicity of this Lite ; 
and that theſe two forts of Good are ſet 
forth in the Texts of Solomon, put 
down in the Table at the end of this 


Book. 


MAXIM 
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MAXIM LI 


Ptavi & aatus eft mihi ſenſus : Twoo= 
FJ cavi, & wenit in me Spiritus Sapien- 
tie. Venerunt autem mihi Omnia bona cum _ 


ia. Sap. 7. 
PARAPHRASE. 


G O D havicg offer'd me, when I came 
to the Tirone, © whatloever my Heart 
ſhould think good to deſire, I thought I 
could not chuſc better than that, which 
was molt worthy to come from his Al- 
mighty Hand. The greateſt part of Man- 
kind ask every thing of him 1n their 
Prayers, except his Grace, that they may 
become Wiſe, tho” it was this alone Idurſt 
ask of him. Da mihi, faid I to him, 
O Lord, fince you will have me reign, 
give me that which makes your ſelf rezjgn 
happily : Sed;am tuarum Aſſiſtricem Sapien- 
Hams Call to mind, O Great God that 
it was your Wiſdom, whoie Light aſſiſted 
you to produce this World, and to fee that 
every part of the Work ſhould be good 

and 


( 10) 
and pleaſing in your Eyes : Is it not the 
ſame alſo that aids you ſtill to govern the 
whole, and that marks out to your Pro- 
vidence the ways of its Condudt, and the 
rules of its Doings > Mitte illam ut me- 
cum fit &© mecum laboret ; O (end her me, 
that I may be enlightned by her, during 
my toilſom Journey : .and ſuffer me not 
* to be upon the Throne, unleſs ſhebe there 
with me, You that never ruled without 


her, and that know it, in her abſence, to 


be the moſt unhappy ſtation for any 
Man. rvocavi & venit in me Spiritus Sa- 
prentie. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Men aim holily, at the Felicities of the 
Life to come, yet are not forbid to look 
after thoſe of this preſent Life ; Neceſſity 
often forces us to deſire them, God ſome- 
times helps us to acquire them : There 
are even ſome of them that he has choſen 
to be the Lot of his Elect in this low Re- 
gion, and to be the Mark of their Electi- 
on and Perſeveranceia his Grace: among({t 
theſe there is not any one ſo deſirable, as 
the Skill how to order our AQions _ 
tnat 
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(11) 
that Wiſdom, as they may neither harm 
Others nor our Selves. 

Wiſdom is in effe&t noother thing, but 
the Felicity of Man, both in this and in the 
other World. It isa general ,,,_... 
Good which contains all that es Bona cum 
infinite Variety of different *** *®: 7: 
Helps and Remedies, of which we ſtand in 
need during this Mortal Life. She ſufficeth 
all alone to him that knowsand does poſ- 


ſeſs her ; whatſoever elſe is wanting to 


Man, when once he becomes Wiſe, he 


wants no more to make him Happy. 


It may be ſaid of her at leaſt, that ſhe 
is the Rendezvous of thoſe Qualities which 
render a Man ſovereignly pertect and tru- 
ly divine ; who has her, has a modeſty of 
Countenance, a ſerenity of Mind, a force 
and greatneſs of Wit, a fublimity of Know- 
ledge, and a reach into all the Secrets of 
Nature, an elevation up to the high 
Spring of Light, and a continual Familia- 
rity with God ; in fine, an Immenſity of 
Heart, always fixed upon Heaven, and yet 
always preſent to this Lover World, in the 
exerciſe of its Courage and Bounty to- 
wards thoſe who depend on him : Can we 

then 


C13) 
then do leſs than own, that where theſe 
are, ſuch a Man in a Country, altho' one 
of the leaſt rich, and leaſt betriended by 
Fortune, is in ſpight of her the moſt happy 
and moſt amiable of Men ? All that the 
can give toKings comes not into compa- 
riſon' with the value of what he poſleſles. 
Pretiofior eft cunttis opibus, & omnia que 
defiderari poſſunt non valent ſapientie com- 
pararrz. 

It isnotmy deſign, O Chriſtian Soul, to 
raiſe up your hopes to this high Pitch, ſo 
much above your Reaca ; meaſure your 
ſtrength, and know your felt. Wiſdom has 
its different degrees, and do you aim at 

That ſtation to which God and your Con- 
ſcience calls you. All that I pretend here, 
is to tell you, That you that are not con- 
tent with your preſent condition, nor with 
that you have been in formerly, if you 

-will be bur as wiſe, as you may be, by the 
Help and Grace of Almighty Ged, which 
he offers you, you ſhall find, in what Sta- 

tion or Place ſoever you are, your Quiet 
in it ; and your. Happineſs thus ſetled, 
ſhall never more be overthrown by any 

Misfortune. | 
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I do not ſay, that Fortune ſhall then be- 
come favourable to you ; or that ſhe ſhall 
not Attempt to do you Miſchiet ; I only 
ſay, it ſhall not be in her power to Afﬀlict 
ou. 
. There is no queſtion, but that thoſe Mt- 
feries which over-run whole Kingdoms 
may enter into your Country, fall upon 
your Lands, and enter your very Houſe, 
but never into your Self, That part 'of 
the Immortal Soul where God has graved 
his Image, and Wiſdom ſtamped her Pri- 
viledge, muſt be exempt from all thoſe 
Prophanations, to which the reſt of Mar 
is ſo much liable. Grief, Vexation, and 
Impatience come not at that place, but 
in the midſt of Loſs and Ruines : Quiet 
ſhall never periſh there, no more than In- 
nocence. 

Let them weep and lament who know, 
their Sins and the Imprudence of their 
Actions, have brovght upon them theſe il 
Accidents. Your Virtue, which has kept 
”u from being one in the number of the 

aulty, will keep you allo from being one 
in the number of the Unhappy ; whilſt 
ſuch as they make Outcries of Deſpair, 
; and 
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and fink under the Storm, you ſhall poſſeſs 
a perfe& calm of Heart, and will reckon 
it a better Condition, and more honoura- 
ble, to have had no ſhare in the Faults 
which may have brought Miſery amongſt 
your Family, than to have a part ina good 
Fortune, that ſhould betal it meerly by Ac- 
cident. 

In a word, Noncontriſtabit Fuſtum quid- 
quid ei acciderit, ſays Solomon ; No Acci- 
dent that betfals the wile and the juſt man, 
can turn him from his right Byals, and the 
doing of his Duty, or ſo much as cauſe 
in him diſorderly Motions. There may 
be Tumult and Noiſe round about him, 
but Peace ſhall never forſake him within. 
And whilſt he finds his Soul ſerene and 
quiet, it will little concern him, though 
his Aims be croſſed, or if he ſuffers in his 
Afﬀairs : Non contriſtabit quidquid ei acci- 
derit. 

But David ſays more, and goes yet furs 

| Nom acoder ad 6 FE, It us Not fear to fol- 
Malum © Flagiam low him in ſaying, That if 
T9, 1741945 there be Wiſdom in you, 

the Goodneſs of God will 


not permit the Strokes of his Anger to 
come 
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come at you, or ſo much as to threaten 
or approach your Habitation. 

The greateſt part of our Misfortunes, 
and almoſt all of them, befal us, by the 
want of foreſight. That which happens 
to the Merchant, who having left the 
Harbour indiſcreetly, and not toreſeeing 
the Tempeſt, periſhes upon the Sea, 1s 
common to almoſt all the afflicted, that 
lament either the Overthrow of their 
Law-ſuits, or their other Loſſes. They 
lay the Fault both upon Heaven and Earth, 
when the true cauſe 1s, that they were 
blind, and could not ſee the Diſguiſes put 
on Truth by falſe-hearted Men, nor the 
ſecret Turns of Fortune, hid in the obſcu= 
rity of the time to come. Qa7a nor 
cognoviſti tempus, faith the Goſpel : Who. 
ever you be that relate your Miſchances, 


. complaining bitterly of the cruelty of your 


Enemies, of the deceit of your Flatterers, 
or injuſtice of your Judges, accuſe not any 
thing but your own Ignorance, and: the 
{mall reach of your Thoughts, which 
could not ſee beyond what appeared be- 
fore your Eyes: the diſcerning Thoughts 
of Wiſdom go much further. 

B Obſerve, 
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Obſerve, that though it be ſaid of the 
generality of Men, that they are (ubjet 
to Aﬀictions, yet it is rarely faid of the 
Wiſe Man, who has a holy Modeſty and 
Prudence. There is a kind of Inſtind&t in 
us, which prompts us to believe, that to 
be wiſe and happy are not two diſtinct 
Qualicies in ſuch a Perſon : we are per- 
{waded, that he can never mils of Succels, 
becaule he bears in his Looks the Chara- 
Aer of a Mind, not to be deceived in the 
Events of what he Undertakes. 

In Reality, according to the Motto 
which Solomon does beſtow upon him, 

one of his Eſſential Properties 

ole dre. 1s, to know to day what will 

be to morrow, and to prevent 

the Evil by his Care and Precaution, 
which are enlightned from above. 

He does not limit his Sight to the 
Countenances of Men ; he has a Light 
that goes further than the Eyes, and ſhews 
him what lies moſt dark and hidden in 
their Hearts. St. Peter ſays, (ſpeaking of 
true Wiſdom) It s a Light created by God 
to ſhine in dark places : Lucerna lucens in 
Caliginoſo loco, 

The 
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The Apoſtle means, that as there are 
two Lights in this World appointed to dif- 
cover to our mortal Eyes things material 
and viſible, one the Sun, which ſhews 
them clearly by day ; the other the Moon, 
which ſhews them alſo, but yet obſcurely, 
in the abſence of the Sun; ſo are there 
two other Lights appointed for our Souls, 
by which to lee things ſpiritual and imma- 
terial ; the firſt, that Sun of Paradzce, ter- 
med the Light of Glory, which will mani- 
teltly diſcover to us the infinite Greatneſs 
and Beauty of the King of kings, and all 
whatever that is wonderful and incompre- 
henſible in the Myſteries of the Trinity, 
and of the Incarnation of the Word: the 
ſecond, (which is the leſſer, /uminare minus) 
the Light of Wiſdom, which has its Riſe 
and Spring from the Bolom of God,: and 
is to enligaten us upon the Earth, and to 
thew us obſcurely, yet certainly, thoſe 
Truths which are inviſible and impenetra- 


'ble to the blind Skill of vain Politicians and 


Philoſophers ; Lucerna lucens in Calrginoſo 

loco, 
Enlightned by the Rays of this glorious 
and divine Star,the Sages of all times have 
B 2 pene- 
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penetrated thro' the Clouds of Ignorance, 
(with which all Mea are involved ) into 
the moſt profound Myſteries of the Go- 

ſpel, and into thoſe of Grace and Nature. 
By the help of the ſame Rays,when you 
become wile, you will diſcover, not by 
Revelation, or any miraculous Illuminati- 
on, but by Conjectures ſupernaturally gui- 
ded,the darkeſt Thoughts of Mens Hearts, 
the Deſigns of Human Policy, the Snares 
L .., laid by Ambition, Hypocrifie, 

Ouecamy,; ſunt : _— 

objeouſs & im- Envy, and Impiety, with all 
$2v/2 449. the Dangers hudden in the ſe- 
cret Paths of Treachery and 
Hatred. 7 ſhall ſee them, ſays Job, ipeak- 


ing to God, and ſhall walk in the midſ?# of 


an undaunted confidence, when I ſhall be en- 
lightned by your light : Quando ſplendebit 
lucerna tna ſuper caput meum & in tenebris 
ad lamen tuum Ambulabo. 

To conclude, Be wife, and you ſhall ſee 
all the Accidents of Danger before they 
come ; nor will you ſtudy, as others do, 
to givethem a Repulle when preſent, but 

o and meet them afar oft,to prevent them 
with little Pains : You will do, in relation 
to domeſtick Troubles, what Solomon did 
IN- 
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miraculouſly in relation to contagious and 
ſtormy blaſts of Air ; he knew the Arr, 
how to go and find them in their Caves, 
and there to diſyel them : He knew the 
Art, how to make Health, Happineſs, and 
Abundance reign in his Provinces, when at 
the ſame time other Nations pined with 
Famine, or periſhed by Diſcaſes. 


MAXIM II. 


Stultus iludet peccatum : © inter Tuſtos 
morabitur gratia. Prov. 14. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Sin is pleaſing to all at the time of com- 
mitting it, but when once committed, the 
Wiſe man grieves and afflicts himſelf bit- 
terly for it ; the Weak and Scrupulous de- 
{pairs ; he that is hardened and impudent 
mocks at i1t,and wonders at the tenderneſs 
of thoſe good Men that pity him, and talk 
of Repentance. 

Of all the Diſcafed, thoſe that are moſt 
to be pitied, are ſuch as pity not them- 
ſelves, but are in love with their Diſtem- 

B 3 per : 
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per : Let us hate ours, Hatred is its Reme- 
dy, and a ſign that we are not forſaken, 
but that Heaven has yet Deſigns of Mercy 
tor us. 


REFLECTIONS. 


It is the ordinary Cuſtom of Men to 
apply themſelves with great” aſ{iduity to 


uſeleſs and idle triflzs, and to take no man- 


ner of care for things of the higheſt impors- 
tance. 


You beſtow a great expence in the Ha- | 
bits you wear, and take a great deal of 


pains to dreſs your ſelf handſomly,that you 
may appear pleaſing in the Eye of the 
World, and never ſo much as think of hea- 
ling that horrid Canker,thar eats 1nt6 your 
Face, the loathſomneſs of which makes 
every one flee your company, and renders 
you hideous and inſupportable to all that 

{ce or come near you. | 
To what -end ſerves all this expenſive 
Bravery 2? What good do theſe precious 
Movables of your Chamber, with this 
magnificence of your Bed,do you,it in the 
mid{t of all theſe Riches, and ſo much coſt- 
ly Gaiety, deſigned for the ſ{weetning of 
your 
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your Sleeps, you feel the Stone within 
you tearing with its ſharp points your [n- 
trails, and forcing you to cry out like to 
a Criminal on the Rack 2? I mean, if in the 
height of the Proſperity and Honours of 
your Family you feel the Sting of Mortal 
Sin that diſappoints your reſt ; and if you 
muſt hear night and day the dreadful Crys 
of your wounded Conſcience, which puts 
you in mind of the approach of Death, and 
of Eternal Miſery. Dum ad ſpecioſa tormen- 
ta alligatus : ſub ingenti titulo Cructars. 

No certainly, Sin is not-an Evil of ſmall 
importanee, to be negleRted or made ſport 
withal. 

There is not a Wiſe Man upon the 
Earth, that would not chuſe to loſe his 
Goods and Life. nor a Saint in Heaven that 
would not renounce his Paradiſe,to goand 
ſuffer eternally in #e/, rather than to 
commit a Mortal Sin. 

ſt is ſaid of the Seraphins, That they 
were grieved they ever had a Being,when 
they firſt ſaw Sin to grow amoneg[t them ; 
and that they became the Companions of 
Sinners. 


B 4 What 
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What St. Paul ſaid in the Tranſports of 
his Love, was no leſs feraphical nor admi- 
rable ; That it would be more eaſie for 
him to periſh himſelf, and be put in the 
number of the Reprobate,than to ſee thoſe 
Sins in the Hearts of Chriſtians, which 
they ſee in themſelves,and ſuffer to remain 
there without remorſe. He ſaid this from 
the bottom of his Heart, becaufe he under- 
ſtood the two eſſential Properties of Man's 
Sin, which are no leſs than to be the death 
of an immortal Soul, and the true Cauſe of 
the death of a God, a Paricide and a Dez- 
cide. | 

There have been ſome converted Sin- 
ners ſo divinely illuminated, and fo clear 
ſighted in the foulneſs of Sin, as that after 
having mingled with their Food Aſhes and 
their Tears, and after having ſuffered the 
ſevereft Auſterities in their Bodies for fe- 
veral years, not thinking they had yet ſa- 
tified for their Sins, have wiſhed to go 
and ſuffer the Torments of Hell, there to 
finiſh the time of their Penance. It would 
be a long Work to colle&t what the Fa- 
thers have writ, and to conſider all they 


have obſerved hereupon ; it will be fufft- 
N ' cieat 


nm 
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cient for you to know his Mind, who. is 
the Maſter of Saints,and what his Thoughts 
are of you and your Sins, and how he 
comes to know them ; but then you muſt 
interrogate him thereupon, and he will an» 
{wer. 

To learn this well, your beſt way is, 
not to have recourſe tothe great Doctors, 
you will gain this Science ſooner in Sehi- 
tude than in the Schools : Whoever you 
are, that have ſpent ſeveral years in thin» 
king of other things than your Salvation, 
and matters of Eternity, do not deny your 
Conſcience three or four days time, to hear 
what it will ſay to you from God on this 
mighty Subje&, and to learn of it the ex- 
plication of theſe few words of St, Den, 
Lux in ſe Notitiam Texebrarum Habet ; 
That Light contains in itſelf the knowledge 
of Obſcurity, that in ſeeing and knowing 
itſelf, it knows what is Darkneſs. 

St. Denis means, That God has the fame 
thoughts of Man's Sins that the Sun would 
have of Night, could he but lee and know 
himſelf ; undoubtedly, though there be 
nothing of Darkneſs in the Sun, yet had 
he Eyes and Underſtanding, as he mult fee = 

þe- 
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beyond any Perſon, that his Light is the 
molt perfedt of all viſible Beauties, ſo he 
mult needs ſee alſo beyond any, that there 
is no Deformity ſo: dreadful, or ſuch an 
Enemy to the Eyes, as the Night : Altho' 
he had never been acquainted with her,nor 
had ever ſeen her, his own perfe& Bright- 
neſs would ſuffice him, to know and mea- 
lure her truly by. 

Nothing is ſo certain, as, That in God 
there is not any Spot or Sin, but that He 
is all Infinite Light and Brightneſs ; and 
yet with this pure and impeccable Eſſence 
it is that He ſees what Sin is beyond what 
all Men 1a their ſinful and corrupt Nature 
ever did ſce. 

[ leave you here to your ſelf,O Chriſtian 
Soul, lift up your Eyes, and contemplate 
privately upon this Divine Truth, That 
God, by his own Holineſs, knows your Sin- 
fulneſs, examines, conſiders, and compre- 
hends all the degrees of it. By this it is 
that he meaſures what you are at the time 
of your Diſorders ; and as He ſees an infi- 
nite Beauty and Greatneſs in His Divine 
PerfeRtions, ſo He beholds with an infinite 


Horror and Infamy your Guilty Actions : 
He 
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He meaſures your Station by his own,and 
finds, that as high as He is exalted in Great- 
neſs and Glory, by the ſublime elevation 
of his Wiſdom and of his Love to his Eter- 
nal Word, ſo low, by forſaking Him, are 
you ſunk and fallen into the deep Abyſs of 

Darkneſs and Nothingneis, He lees both 
the one and the other in the ſame Viſion. 

« What do you mean,O Great God, crys 
out David, trembling with Apprehenſion, 
« Poſuiſti iniquitates Noſtras in Conſpeftu 
* zuo ; Maſt it be by ſuch a ſhining Light 
« that you behold and confider the Foul- 
« nels and Infamy of our Miſerable Life, 
« and muſt the Ages of our Ingratitude be 
« amidſt the Splendor of your Paradice, 
« one of the SpeQtacles of your Eternity > 
«© Seculum Noſtrum in illuminatione vultus 
& tai, In this manner God knows what 
paſtes within you, and thus He thinks of 
any of the leaſt of your Sins. 

But then, how many does He ſee of 
theſe ! look into your (elf whilſt He looks 
into you, and ſee in your Soul what He 
ſees there, that innumerable company of 
[aveterate Sins, that heap of Old and N=w 
Corruption, All theſe Black Objects that 

| God 
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God contemplates in you, contemplate 
them, I ſay, in your elf, and let nothing 
be hidden from you. He knows your 
Thoughts, do you know his, and conſider 
what He intends ; at leaſt, ſee what hangs 
over your Head, at the time that I am 
ſpeaking to you; His Juſtice, with Pen in 
Hand, that obſerves you, and writes ; His 
Mercy, that is leaving you, and. ready to 
deliver you up to Death : they, by their 
interiour Voices, both reproach you with 
what you are at preſent,and tell you what 
you ſhall be to morrow, or this night, or 
perhaps within an hour, unexpectedly, in 
the height of your Honours and your Plea- 
ſures, Dead, Judged, Damned ; in three 
minutes ſpace this great. Change will be 
made, and made for ever : Yelut Somnium 
Avolans non inveniers & qui te Viderint 
aicent, ubi eft. 

It is God that ſpeaks to you, weigh his 
Words, meditate and grant to your Con- 
ſcience that Solitude and Privacy which it 
begs of you, to the end it may be heard 
upon this Subject, and that you may con- 
ſulc with it. 


The 


7) 


The Queſtion is, Whether you will con- 
tinue, by a deſperate Choice, in the deplo- 
rable ſtate in which you are, or get the 
ſooneſt you can out of it, by the means 
of doing Penance. 

Perhaps neither the one nor the other 
will pleaſe you, and your Anſwer will be 
made only in Tears, like a Sick body that 
is given over, and lies on his Bed toſfing 
from one ſide to the other, ſending out 
Groans and Lamentations. (uo 1bo ? 

It may chance to come into your Head 
to do like that Sinner the Prophet ſpeaks 
of, which is to learn whether there be any 
Corner of the World where God is not, 
and where you may neither be ſeen by 
him, or perſecuted by the reach of his 
: Voice: Quo Ibo 4 Spirita tuo,& quo 4 fa- 
 . Cie tua fugiam? Alas, Lord, ſays he, you 
that know all things, know you not what 
t is to be ſeen by a God, with all our Sins 
about us? what it 15 to be calledto a Holy 
Life by ſo many ſtrong and inviting Inſpti- 
rations, whilſt long Habits and Cuſtoms 
have chained us to the World, and whilſt 
a cruel and invincible Paſſion has engag'd 
us in the love of the Creatures, Great 
God, 
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God, continues he, have Pity on me; I de- * 
fire but this Favour of you, that you will - 
tell me, you that only know it, ro what 
part of the Univerſe I may flye, to be hid 
from the Sight of your Eyes, and freed 
from hearing the Threats of your Juſtice, 
with the Calls and Purſuits of your Love, 
Quo Tho a Spiritu tuo 2? 

Behold here a ſtrange Deſign, toask of 
God himſclt what you muſt do, and whi- 
ther you muſt go, to flee away from him : | 
But what outdoes this, is, that God does 
not refule to give his Anſwer to ſuch a 

ueſtion, with Advice upon it. 

The Anſwer which he gives, and which 
I addreſs to you, O Chriſtian Soul, is, 
That you mult go to the place where Mer- 
cy dwells, upon Mount Calvary ; and 
provided that you then ſay what 1s fit to 
be ſaid to that Supream Mercy, and that 
you wlll let it work its Pleaſure on your 
Heart, there you will find the Quiet and 
Security you ſeek, 
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MAXIM IIL 


Donec Aſpiret dies & inclinentur Umbre 
Vadam ad Montem Myrrhe & ad Collem- 
thuris, Cant. iv. 


PARAPHRASE. 


. Until ſuch time as the Shades vaniſh, 
and that the Daybreak of a Bleſſed Eter- 
aity does appear, I will go ſolitarily up up- 
on the Mountain of Myrrhe, and the Hill 
of Frankincenſe, and contemplating .on 
Eternal Truths, will from thence raiſe my 
ſelf up to God by Prayer and Penitence, 
and be like the Incenſe, which in moun- 
ting to the Skies, deſtroys and conſumes 
it ſelf 1n xs own Flames. 


REFLECTIONS. 


It is not my Voice, O Chriſtian Soul, 
nor the Voice of Man, but ſomewhat more 
powerful, and more worthy to be hearke- 
ned to, that calls you up to Mount Calvary, 
and expeRts you there, it being the only 


place where you can calm all the Motions 
of 


4 
ay 
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of your Soul, and ſetle your ſelf in the * 
Happy Condition which you ſeek. Þ 

When you are there, {pare not to utter |: 
quickly all that your Grief ſhall ſuggeſt to 
you to ſay, and proceed in complaining of |; 
char fatal Impulte, as you count it, which 
carries you continually ro the love of your 
Sins, notwithſtanding you are continuall 
in the Eye of your God, and perſecuted by + 
his Calls and Threats : Quo bo 4 Spiritu 
tuo, & quo 4 facie tua fugiam ? 

After this lift up your Eyes, and con- 
template upon him you ſee ſtretched on 
the Croſs before you, you will diſcover in 
his opened Heart a Mercy whica diſcerns 
Sinners, 1t is true, but beholds them to no 


* otherend, than to proportion ghe Pardon 


it deſigns them to the greatneſs of their 
Faults : You will find zhex, this God you 
flie, purſues you only, that He may make 
you capable of enjoying one day an Eternal 
Felicity, in the room of that Puniſhment 
you have deſerv'dat his Hands, and which 
you can never eſcape; but by having re- 
courſe to his Crols. 

Conſider with your ſelf, that the loweſt 
and the vileſt Condition a Man can be in 


1s. | 


(31) 
is the ſtate of great Sinfulneſs; and the 
higheſt Condition a God can be 1n, is that 
of great Mercifulnels. 

To theſe two Extreams were GOD and 
Man come, the one of heighth, the other 
of lowneſs, on the day of the Paſſion ; 
Man, by ſpilling the Blood of his cruci- 
fied Saviour ; and God the Father, by ſee» 
ing and ſuffering that precious Blood to 
flow. Here 1s matter for you to contem- 
plate and ſtay upon a whule. 

[ have not much to ſay to you on my 
part, the Prophet David has included 
whatſoever can be or ought to be ſaid on 
this Subject, in theſe tew words, That 
there is in Man great Sin, and in GOD great 
Mercy. 

Great Sins are ſuch as are committed 
contrary to the moſt holy Laws of Na- 
ture, and which ſpring in the Heart of [n- 
grateful Man after Baptiſm, during the 
heighth of rhe Favours and Benefits of his 
Redemption : They are ſuch as are re- 
newed after Pardons received, and Promi- 
ſes made of Repentance ; ſuch as are mul- 
tiplied by continual Relaples, as are fort- 
fied by Impuaity,are hardned by Chaſtiſe- 
C ments, 


(32) 
ments, and ſuch as ſcandalouſly encreaſe 
under the weight of Sickneſs, Misfortune, 
and Malediction, mocking at the Autho- 
rity and Threats of Juſtice. In fine, great 
Sins are ſuch as put a Man alive into the 
Beginning Flames of Hell, when ſharp 
Sorrows and adeſpairing Remorlſe ſc1ze on 
the Heart of a Sinner, and that to get 
ſome Eaſe, he falls intro that deſperate 
Frenzy of imagining he 1s got out of the 
Reach of God Almighty's Hand, which 
makes him {ſtand at defiazce with Heaven, 
and abandon himſclt ro all the wicked Et- 
fects of Atheiſm and Brutality. Opprima- 
mus Juſtum nec Parcamus vidue : Implea- 
mus nos Vino: Nullum fit pratum quod non 
pertranſeat luxuria noſtra. 

Great Mercy is that, which beholds this 
SpceAacle with an Eye of Compaſſion,and 
efficaciouſly undertakes to afford a Reme- 
dy. To effect this, it aſſembles what is 
moſt ſtrong and attractive in the Conque- 
riog Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, 
of which it frames a Light Ike 
to the Morning Aurora. By 
the means of ſuch a Light ipread over the 
Face of the molt {tupified Sinners, this Dt- 

Vine 
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vine Mercy gets into their Eyes without 
Violence or Trouble, and breaking rhe 
Fetters of their Dead vicep, 2 awakens and 
illuminates them, makes them in an in- 
ſtant ſee the Beauties of Virtue, and calls 
and draws them to it ; then this Mercy 1t 
ſelf entring into them with its divine At- 
tratives, and becoming Miſtris of their 
Hearts, engages them, y an irrevocable 
reſolution, to the pertormance of Acts of 
Penance and SanCtity. Corruſcaſti, & ſplen- 

duiſti,(& Rupilti Surditatem meam. S. Aug. 
O Great and Adorable Mercy, which 
ſets no Limits to the extent of its Benefits! 
which has not ſcen in Six thouſand Years 
the Crime committed on the face of the 
Earth, that it was not ready to pardon, it 
the Sinner were ready to repent and accuie 
Iumſelt of it ! which does not fee any ſuch 
in Hell among{t all the Blaſphemies and 
exccrable Impieties of that place, that ir 
would nor now be ready to forgive, it the 
Devils and the Damned would itoop trom 
their Pride to ask thar Grace, and draw 
from their Hearts an Ad of Humility and 
Contrition! How many are the Sins, O 
Chriſtian Soul, rhar your Lite numbers 
E: 3 ſince 
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ſince you were firſt a Sianer, and how ma- 
ny have the Favours iof God been ſince 
that time | Has there a day paſſed in which 
this loving Father of his prodigal Chil- 
dren has not been watching for you, and 
looking about to offer you his Hand, that 
He might draw you out of the Pit you 
were fallen into, trom the Gates of Death 
and Hell, and out of the Bonds of the 
Devil ? 

In a word, There is great Sin and foul 
Ingratitude in Man, and in G O D great 
and high Mercy. 

Confider then, if you think good, what 
you have to do in this Caſe, and which of 
the two Reſolutions you ought to take ; 
whether to flee as you purpoled, ſo far 
from God that you might be out of the 
call of his Voice, running where Deſpair 
and Blindnels will lead you ; or, whether 
you will turn home to that Mercy which 
firetches out its Arms to you, and calls 
you to your Salvation. Conſider, I ſay, 
and chuſe. 

Chuſe ! Alas, faid St. Peter, Ad quem 
ibimus 2? wverba vite eterne habes : Grace 


and Life, O Divine Saviour, are between 
your 
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your Lips, ready to be poured forth on 
miferable Man, my Heart longs for both : 
I am a Sinner, Death and Sx are in me, 
and ſtop my Breath : there remains for 
me but a moments ſpace of Lite, and then 
follow Pains to Eternity : Whither ſhall [ 
go to ſeek for Remedy ? Whither can I, 
unleſs I go to you? Yerba wvite eterne 
habes. Examine well theſe few words, 
and try to hear what 1s ſaid to you there- 
upon trom above : tor my part, [ have no- 
thing more to ſay, than what you have 
newly heard ; you have great Sins upon 
you, and you ſtand in need of great Mer- 
Cy ; go up to Mount Calvary, there 1s no 
other place where ir may be found, or 
where you ought to leet 1t. 

True it is, that you are there accuſed 
of having fhed the Blood of your Saviour, 
and of having been the Executioner that 
has crucified him : There you are ſhewn, 
on the top of a Tree, the moſt enormous 
Crime that ever was committed, and it Ts 
laid to your charge ; but be not frighted, 
only be ſure, as ſoon as you appear beſore 
the Crucifix, to let the Truth iſſue from 
your Heart, and out of your Mouth : con- 
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feſs that you are the Guilty One againſt 
whom both Heaven and Earth call out for 
Vengeance, [niquitatem meam Ego Cognoſeo ; 
you will ſtrait find there will come Mercy 
out of the Heart of God, to meet and em- 
brace you, and He will join his Grace on 
your Lips, to the Confeſſion of your 
Faults, and the Truth of your Sorroxy : 
Miſericordia & veritas obuiaverunt ſb. 
Speak out then, own your Crime, and 
ſay with David, Peccatum meum Contra 
me eſt ſemper. True it is, O Lo'd, that 
my great Sin, which contains all the inf 
nite multitude of my Offences, is preſent 
with you on the Croſs, but then your great 
Mercy 1s with you there too : it is by 
that Standard you will meaſurethe deſigns 
of your Heart towards me ; and it is with 
it you will conſult, to learn what Anſwer 
you ſhall retura to my Tears: Miſerere 
mei ſecundum magnam Miſericordiam tuam. 
I implore not the Mercy of Angels or 
Saints, or of a God all Glorious in Heaven, 
my Need reaches to the want of the Grea- 
teft and Supreme Mercy, and that ts not 
to be had but from a God upon the Crols, 


whom I have put to death, He 1s the 
Only 


ES 
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Only One that muſt renew my Life: 
Unite thoſe innumerable Pardons and Fa- 
vours which you have granted to all $7z- 
xers ſince rhe beginning of the World ; 
O unite them all at preſent inte one, for 
mealone;Secundum multitudinemMiſeratio- 
num tuarum : In me you behold all the Sin- 
ners that ever were ; therefore I mult ſeek 
in you forall that Goodneſs, and all that 
Love, that has converted them all even to 
this day : O my divine Saviour, glorifie 
your Omnipotence, and ſhew what a God 
can do for ſo loſt a Creature, and how his 
Grace can raiſe a quite dejeted Heart. 

Entertain theſe kind of Thoughts 1n 
your Mind as much as you are able, and 
by the number of your Acts of Contrition, 
encourage the Divine Mercy, to ſhowre 
on you its Numerous Benedittions. 


" MAXIM 
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M AAXIM TIY. 
Vadam ad Collem Thurs. Cant. iv. 


PARAPHRASE. 


I will go up to the Hill of Frankincenſe, 
and there by Prayer and Penitence will [ 
raiſe my felt ſo high, as to get into the 
Wounds of Jeſus Chriſt ; and I will grave 
ſo deep ia my Soul the Characters of his 


Sufferings, that no other Life ſhall be leſt 


me, but what I breath out of his Heart. 


REFLECTIONS. 


See here the Method you are to obſerve 
whilſt your Solitude gives you the leiſure 
to hearken to your Conſcience, and to 
mind what it will ſay to you : Tell often 
to your ſelf the Story of your wretched 
Days, and let not ſo much as one of thoſe 
dreadful occaſions flip trom you, which 
has engaged you in Wicked Company : 
call to mind each Fault,and over each weep 


and lament : PerfSrm thoſe Atts of Con- 


triton, 


Eds 


you . 
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trition, that may make you worthy the 
Grace that has drawn you out of Hell, 
which the death of Chriſt has merited for 
Ou. 
: Say to him, That which affliits me moſt, 
(O Lord) touching my enormous Crimes, 1s, 
that my Heart is weak, and has not ſtrength 
enough to hate them. Alas, Lord, mine 
alone can be but poor in Sorrow, poor, tho 
T had the Hearts of my Confeſſors to help 
me, who have known and lamented them to- 
gether with me : by my Goodwill 1 would 
have the Hearts of all Men and Angels, 
and out of this Multiplicity of Hearts would 
I colleft and frame a hatred and deteſtati- 
on of my Ingratitude, that ſhould be great 
enough to make them equal to my Grief and 
Miſery : Cor mundum Crea in me Deus ; 
Employ, O Lord, your Power and your Mer 
cy ; create a new Heart, and beſtow it on 
me, with which I may ſatifie you, and love 


With this deſire our Saviour will be 
pleaſed, as he was with that of Davzd, 
St. Peter, and other Converted Sinners, 
who after having employ'd Years 1n- Ia- 
menting and weeping, when their Tears 
were 


_ 


were quite exhauſted and ſpent, did (tek 
to know, whether the World could not 
afford the Means to raiſe within their 
Souls a Spring of theſe bitter Waters, ſuch 
as ſhould never ſtop, but laſt to the very 
end of their days: (uu dabit Capiti meo 
Aquam, & Oculis meis foutem lachrymas- 
rum ? 

Say you the ſame thing, contemplating 
on your crucifted Lord, and ſay it with 
Sincerity, and from the bottom of your 
Heart ; let Sighs of Love expreſs it inſtead 
of Words ; Quis dabit Capiti meo > How 
happy ſhould I be, could I ſhed Torrents 
of Tears to joyn with the Torrent of my 
Saviour's Blood, ſuch as ſhould flow in 
every place where I have committed 
Faults, to ſhew, where-ever I have Sinned, 
that I have Sorrowed, and given laſtin 
Marks of my Repentance. O all ye Peo- 

Juttte Piru PIE who have heard of the 
& Yidere delo- Scandals of my paſt Life, 
Ty come and hear my mournful 
Cries, come and behold my Sorrows | be- 
Hold them you, my God, and fee how my 


Conſcience ſuffers : in you I hope, even in 


the Condition I am fallen into, be you fo 
good 


{ 
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good as to grant me your Love in the 
ſame meaſure ; at leaſt, look on me, thus 
as [am, and let that Virtue iſſue from your 
Eyes, which can give Grace and Life. 


Vide Domine & Confidera. 


This God, who ſees and hears you du- 
ring theſe holy moments in which your 
Griefs renew, and that you fecl the Cons» 
vulſions of your afflicted Conſcience, will 
not fail to comfort you, by lus repeating 
to you 1nreriourly, what has been fo often 
told you by his Prophets and Evangeliſts, 
that your Sins are blotted out, and forgi- 
ven, and that not one ſpot of them remains 
In your Soul. 

Thus much I know, O my Divine Sa- 
viour, but till the memory of them 1s re- 
maining in your Mind. 

Alas, Great God, how inſufficient it is 
for my Comtort tobe told I am forgiven! 
To make this perfe&t, you that can be 
ignorant of nothing, muſt find out ſome 
means to be ignorant of my Mifdeeds, and 
to forget whatſoever has befallen me in 
the time of my wretched and ſcandalous 


days, 


For 
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For how 1s it poflible to live in tie pre- ' 
ſence of a God, who has ſeen my Trea- | 
cheries, and bears them ſtil] in mind ! how. 
1s it poſſible to be comforted, tho' I am 
daily told tHe News from him; that my - 
Sins have been waſhed with his Blood ! 
when at the ſame time my Reaſon informs 
me, that they- appear yet before his Eyes, 
thar they will ever appear, and that the 
Ages of my Ingratitude muſt, amidſt the 
Glories of his Parad;ſe, be one of the Ob- 
jets of his Eternity! Poſuilti intquitates 
Noſtras in Conſpedu tuo, ſeculum Noſtrum 
in illuminatione Vultus tai. 'L 

God, who with a Complacence obſerves 
theſe Fears and Diſquiets within you, will 
ove them a Remedy to make your Con- 
{olation eatire. 

For whilſt you are breathing out your 
Complaints 1n this familiar way, when he |_ 
comes once to comfort you, He will do it | 
certainly like a God, and ſtretch his Power * 
miraculouſly ſo far, as even to forget all, * 
and bury the whole Memory of your Sins 
in the Ocean, whence it ſhall never riſe 
again: Diſponet iniquitates Noſtras & pro- | 

gecret 


MI. 
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ficiet in profunda Maris omnia 'peccata 
Noſtra, quoniam Yolens eſt miſericordiam. 


KR —T 


MAXIM. Y. 


Generofitatem illius Glorificat, Contuber- 
nium habens Dei. Sap. viii. 


PARAPHRASE, 


The Greatneſs and the Eminence of 
Grace are glorified by the Man that lives 
familiarly with God. 


REFLECTIONS. 


A principal Duty it ſhould bein devout 
and holy perſons, to add a Luſtre and 
Glory to SanCtity ; but there are many of 
them that do much otherwiſe, and who, 
we mult confels,give by theirIndiſcretions 
too much Ground to Libertines, for their 
contempt of this Divine Virtue, 

[ cannot tell whether this proceeds from 
an innocent Ambition to imitate the Saints 
in thoſe Actions wherein they are molt 
10umitable, and miraculous ; but this I can 

| | tell,. 
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tell, that it brings no Honour to Sandi 


Non plus ſapere 
quam oportet, $a- than God approves. It 


pere a2 Joorietnre tres with Holineſs as it 
does with Wiſdom ; whoſoever has too 


ty, to be more Saint-like | 


much of either, falls very ſhort of having 


enough. 

This too mach is the thing, I may bold- 
Ty ſay, that diſhonours Chriſtian Piety,and 
15 the cauſe it mects with fo little reſpect 
in all Companies in the Worid. The Mil: 
fortune comes not by the Devotion of ſuch 
as are diſcreet and holy, but by the true 
Folly of ſuch as are ſcrupulous, and the 
Falſe SanC&tity of ſuch as. are Hypocrites. 

To be of an Humour not to be ſatisfied 
but by taking by-ways to go to Heaven, 
and building upon Rules waich are Stran- 
gers to the Churches Morals, and to all 
Divinity ; to be perſwaded, that to break 
a day of Lext in the time of a dangerous 
Sicknels, is a high and guilty Frailty ; that 
it 15 not to dye like a Chriſtian, or a Cho- 
ſen One, unleſs Death -comes by the Vio- 
lence of Mortifications, and unleſs a Man 
inflifts on himſelf as much as ever Tyrants 
did upon the Mariyrs they have made. 


T hele 


LMI 
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Theſe ſort of Principles, and others like 
them, preached up by the Montazniſts 
and Novartians, were never any Honour to 
Devotion or Devout Perſons, though they 
might be ſo often to their Direors, who 
have judged them fit Cloaks to hide their 
growing Hereſies, and who by ſhewing to 
us Devorees ruin'd in the Health both of 
Body and Mind, by their Watchings and 
Faſts, pretend to give us infallible Proofs 
of the Holy Lives of their Teachers, and 
Sanity of their Doarine. 

Be devout : but in caſe you cannot be 
{o, without rendring Devotion either ialle- 
ly commendable or truly ridiculous and 
contemptible, never pretend to it at all. 
Bring not into the Sanctuary, under the 
Title of a Mortified and Spiritual Man, 
ſuch Defects as will make the Wiie ro 
laugh at you, as well as others, and Con- 
demn you againſt their Wilis : it is a mat- 
ter of Shame, that happens almoſt every 
day, even in the moſt modett Converlati- 
ons, never to hear the Devout ſpoken of, 
but that it is with ſome Cenfure of their 
Carriage, 


Make 
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Make not one in the number of thoſe 
that are the cauſe of this, as you will in- | 
fallibly do, it you go about to ſquare your _ 
Devotions to certain ways of living, ſuch _ 


as the Tongues of Libertines have Right 


to make {port with, and the truly Pious 


are obliged in Conicience to condemn. 
Of this number you will certainly be, 
if at your return from your long Contem- 
plations made at the Feet of the Altar you 
bring home with you the Uneafinels of 
your Melancholy and Fantaſtical Humour. 


Oae of the chief Rules of eminent San? 


ity is, That we mult live in our Family 
after the manner that an Angel would live 
there ; if this be too hard for you, yet 
live 1a it like a Reaſonable Man, at leaſt, 
live not there like a Wild Beaſt, giving 
your Domeſticks occafion to complain of 
you each hour of the day, and attribute to 
ou, what was ſaid of a: great Devotee of 
old, That the more he Faſted and Prayed, 
the more in{upportable he became. 
Call to mind, that there 1s no other true 
Saint in the World,but he that underſtands 
true Charity and true Civility to be one 


and the ſame Virtue. 
Be- 
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Beware, above all things, of what hap- 
pens frequently in the Carriage of fome 
Spiritual Perſons, that you do not rank 
your Diſobedience and Opiniatrety in the 
number of your Virtues and Duties, and 
that you do not fix your Aim:upon Super- 
ſtirious Ways and Courſes. -: 

Repel with vigor all Follies ſcizing on 
the Imaginarion, ſuch as are /Zaſtons, 
Anxieties, and Diſquiets, cauſed by the 
Dreams of Fancy : Sufter not any empty 
Fear, or Vapour raiſed from the Earth, to 
mingle with your Thoughts, where God 
would {ce only what is Divine. 

Fear Mortal Sin, and flye it more than 
you would do Death, but be not fright- 
ed with the Name and Shew of vin. 
The Devil, to fright poor fearful Woman, 
makes uſe of the moſt innocent and harm- 
lels things, and gives them often rhe Re- 
ſemblance of Mortal Sins : fear them 
not, nor make the Wiſe laugh at your D?- 
ceit and Weakneſs, as you would do at a 
Child, who ſhould be frighted at the ſight 
of a Marble Serpent on a Fountain ; for as 
there is nothing leſs venomous or dange- 
rous than theſe Dragons and Moaſters of 

D Braſs 
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Braſs and Marble, made to adorn the Pa- 
laces of Princes,{o there is nothing lefs Sin 
and [mpurity than thoieViſionsand Gifts 
of Sin, with which the Devil uſes to haunt 
the Imaginations of the chaſteſt Virgins ; 
they ſigh,and grieve, and are ready to de- 
{pair at them, believing they are damned : 
the Indevout fceing this,mock at 1t ; let it 
have your Compaliion, bur imitate them 
not : raiſe your Courage high enough to 
ſlight theſe interiour Goblins. 

Freedom, Tranquility, Courage, and 
Wiſdom are the Companions of true Devo- 
tion, and muſt enter along with 1t into 
your Soul : At leaſt it is true what a Holy 
Father {aid exceliently well ; That to be- 
come devout, is to receive by the Benefit 
of Grace all that Vigour and thoſe Good 

ualities which Nature had dented us at 
our Birth. It would be a wonderful Mis- 
fortune to have the contrary befal you ; 
and having been a Man of good Senſe 


when you dealt in the Afﬀairs of the. 


Warld, You ſhould now, after having ſe- 
riouſly relolved to give your felt to God, 
begin the Exerciſes of a Good Life, by be- 
coming uncivil, ſhy, dreaming, and fanta- 
ſtical. \ Where 


\ Ween 
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Where Grace is, there ſhould not be 
' wanting any one Beauty or Greatneſs that 
| befits an Immortal Soul ; and yet we ſee 
great Sinners, who ſhew, in the Face of the 
World, to have Honour and Courage, 
- whilſt Perſons of devotion make it none 
of their Daty to correct the Defects of 
their timerous Nature. 
The true Means to unite within us 
{ thoſe Perfetions I have named, and to ac- 
' compliſh a Spiritual and Chriſtian Life 
with Honour aad Glory, is to obſerve well 
what this Text of So/omon teaches, being 
one of the choicelt things he has written, 
and to make 1t our principal care and bu- 
lineſs to converſe daily with God, and pra» 
iſe a familiarity in his Preſence ; Gexe- 
| rofitatem illius glorificat Contubernium ha- 
' bens Dez. 

True it is, that God is your Lord and 
Maſter, and that the Rank you hold be- 
. fore him ſhould put you in the humblcſt 

place, under his Feet, and even below a 
Nothing, if that were poſſible: but yer 
notwithſtanding, when you come to love 
him, andthat with Mary Magdalen, during 
the converſation of one Heart with ano- 
| D 2 ther, 
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ther, you poſſeſs the high Privileges near | 
him that belong to a Lover ; that Glori- | 
ous Quality gives you a Right to behold | 
Him as your Equal, and to lay boldly to | 
Him,. Dzleftus meus mihi & ego ili: My | 


Beloved is mine, and I am hs. 


In the Church, and at the times of $4- : 


crifice and Adoration, let your Submiſſion 
and Reſpets ſhew you to be a poor Sha- 


dow in his Sight ; but 1n other places, and | 
at times of liberty, accuſtom your ſelf to | 
treat with him as you do with thoſe that | 
love you, and whom you love ; He isnear ' 
you, as they are ; tell Him the ſame things : 
you would ſay to them ; acquaint Him | 
with your Afﬀairs and Defigas, your Hopes | 


COETP A oy 2: IN 
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and your Fears, and all that relates to you ; | 


get to have the moſt intimate familiarity | 
with Him, and the moſt ſecret communt- | 
cation that is poſſible ; ſay to Him what- 
ſoever the Tranſports of Love ſhall draw _ 
trom your Heart, and fear nothing ſo much | 
as to be daunted in the prefence of this | 
Spoule,fince nothing more diſpleaſes Him | 
in 2 Holy Soul, than the trembling Fits of | 
Diſtruſt, and the Diſquiets of a Scrupulous | 


True! 


C onfcrence. 
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True it is, that he is to be ſoveraignly 
reſpected ; yet ſince it is His Will to love 
you, and that He will have you love him 
tenderly and divinely, all the Honour He 
expects from you, is to have you converſe 
with Him, as you would do with one that 
loves you, and totell him your Thoughts 
with all the Freedom of a true Afﬀection 
and Confidence. Acquaint Him then with 
all the Paſſages that relate ro you, altho' 
he knows them before. It is from your 
ſelf that He would hear them. As much 
God as he is, it concerns him to know 
this from you, becauſe He loves you, and 
that whatſoever touches you, becomes the 
Buſineſs and the Intereſt of his Love. 

I maintain then, Thar it is this Conver- 
ſation with God that glorifies Devotion in 
you, that makes the Force, the Beauty and 


Excellence of it appear, and compels even 


the proudeſt Sinners to honour and 
eſteem it. - | 

; The reaſon of it is, That at the time - 
of this interiour Converſe God does ſpeak 
to you, not by Dreams in the Night, as to 
Joſeph, nor by a loud Voice, heard by ma- 
ny, as to St. Pal, but as to a beloved 
D 3 Spouſe, 
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Spouſe,by Words immediately iſſuing from h 
his Heart, ſuch as are formed out of the | 


Sighs of him that does pronounce them ; + 
that is to ſay, by Breathings and Imprelli- | 


ons altogether divine. 


ſn a word, God obſerves towards us, 


in theſe Converſations, the ſame Method 


we ule to a Friend, when we have a : 
Secret to impart in the preſence of Come 


pany that ſhould not hear it. 
Taking him apart, and putting our 
. Mouth cloſe to his Ear, we whiſper to him 


ſo ſoftly, and ſo near, that our Breath | 


eaters with the Words into his Ear, 
and that at the ſame time he hears us, he 
recelves in the warmth and other im- 
preſſions of our Breath. Ducam eam 7n 


oe® 


| Solitudinem & loquar ad Cor ejus : I will ' 


lead her into Solitude, and will ſpeak to 
her Heart. 

Thus God deals when he would inform 
any Holy Soul how he ſhould act on every 
occaſion : He treats with her of all Mat- 
ters neceſſary for her to know, and upen 
each communicates His Secret Thoughts, 
but does it ſo ſoftly, and ſo truly, by the 
way of one Heart's entertaining ano : 

| that 


ther, | 


-. 


* 
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that He is not heard but of her ſelf. 7 
not only, ſays the Prophet, a Yoice that 
ſpeaks, but withal, Quaſi Sibulus aurz 
tenuis, 2f #5, as zt were, a Divine Breath 
of Air, that enters, and ſpreads it ſelf 
deliciouſly over the Perſon's Heart, and 
which, beſides the Light and Inſtruttions it 
affords, brings alſo the Force and Ardour 
needful for Execution. 

| ſay, it brings the Force, and 
other Ccleſtial Qualities : for, as the Dif 
courſes of this Incomparable Lord and 

Maſter are properly but the Breathings of 
his Heart, and the Impreſſions of his Love, 
ſo they are alſo, properly ſpeaking, but the 
Emanations of his Wiſdom, Intelligence, 
and Goodneſs, which entring into us, at 
the times of this Glorious Union and 
Communication of Hearts, does pour in- 


_ tous, with his Orders, all the Vigour, 


Grace, and SanCtity that a God can be- 
ſtow. 

Theſe Breathings and Inſpirations from 
the Holy Ghoſt, which, St. Ber- ,, 
nard (ays, on the day Adam faciem ej fpi- 
was formed, being convey'din- 
to a Statue of Dirt, imade an Immortal 
D 4 Soul 
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Soul riſe there, and a lfvely. Image of the 
Divinity, which being ſpread over : the 
Face of Moſes, on Mount Sinai, transfor- | 
med him into the brightneſs of an Angel, 
Ex Conſortio ſermonis Dez, which being | 
inſuftavir 4. Poured into the Breaſts of | 
eenr Accipite Bp the Apoſtles, made the Holy | 
un 19% , Ghoſt to enter. into their | 
Souls with the Power of forgiving Sins, | 
and curing all Human Maladies. It will | 
be theſe that during thoſe precious Mo- 
ments you employ in the Boſom of your | 
beloved Spoute, will quite drive out of 
your Heart all Weakneſs, Cowardice, 1!]u- 
{ion, and Ignorance, and make ſuch Perfe- 
tions and Graces ſpring up in their room, 
as will cauſe you to be beloved of Men 
and Angels. Come into Company after 
this, you that have given the Worldlings 
occaſion to contemn a Devout Life, and 
you will be ſure to appear before them in 
fuch a Condition, and with thoſe Qualt- 
ties, as ſhall compel this blind World to 
open its Eyes, and confeſs, That a Devo- 
tion adorned with the Grace 'of Jeſus 
Chriſt, embeliſhes our Nature, and that 


of all the Perſons we love and admire, none 
de- 
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deſerve to be loved and admired like thoſe 
that are truly devout. Generofitatem illius 
Glorificat Contubernium habens Dez. 

Obſerve withal, ſince we are upon the 
Subje& of a happy Devotion, that the Pri- 
viledge I am ſpeaking of, (whoſe Method 
is, tolive familiarly with God ) is ſo extra- 
ordinary, that it ſeldom meets with aRe- 
fuſal of any thing you ask, either for your 
ſelf, or ſuch as have a-Share in your 
Prayers. - _”_ 

I fay no more than this of it, That it 
falls out with God as it doth with Kings. 
The only way to gain a Power in Courts 
( Experience teaches us) 15 to become fa- 
miliar there, and obtain the Priviledge of 
ſpeaking our Minds with an entire Free- 
dom. 

How often do we (te there Perſons of 
High Rank and Merit making the moſt 
reipetul Addreſſes, and uſing the moſt 


- moving Speeches, to gain their reaſonable 


Requeſts, who yet come away without 
obtaining any thing ; when at the ſame 
time a Sunamite, or a Heſter, who has 
found the way to touch the Heart, and to 
become familiar, carries the Day, and ob- 

tains 
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tains whatſoever ſhe would have; nay, is 
courted to ſpeak boldly, and name her 
Inclinations. Quid habes Efter & que eſt 
petitio tua & What 1 7t, my dear Heſter, 
you defire > Etiamfi dimidiam partem 
 regni mei petieris dabitur tibi. 

[ deny not, but that humble and fer- 
vent Prayers, accompanied by Falſts, 
by Tears, and other Devotions, ſuch as 
People uſe in Churches, are very good | 
and excellent, queſtionleſs they are ſo, 
and many times very efficacious ; but the 
Secrets of God's Wiſdom, and the Reaſons 
of his Refulals, we are no ways able to 
dive into. 

I ſay only, 1t would be an Excellent 
Means to make your Prayers become effi- 
cacious, if, whilſt you enjoy the ſweet of 
this tender and (olitary Converſe, reſting 
in Spirit between the Arms of your Belo- 
ved, you ſhould utter with Confidence 
your Heart, and ſigh out your Wants up- 
on his Breaſt : I ſay, that theſe Sighs 
would perhaps prevail , before the long 
Prayers of others, and their Studied 
Fervors. 


But 
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But take notice, that this is the State of 
a Soul that loves nothing but God alone : 
Delefate in Domino & dabit tibi petitiones 
Cordis tui: Let us not, fays David, ap- 


proach to God, as Courtiers to their Princes, 


in expectation of their Bounties. Look not 
for any thing when you go to God, be- 
ſides the Happineſs of being near him ; 
let His Pref. nce be your Hope, your Re- 
poſe, your Life : when God ſhall look 
into your Heart, and find nothing loved 
there but Himſelt, it will (ſuffice to make 
your Praycrs prevail, it He but ſees 1n 
the fame Heart, or in your Memory, the 
Impreſſion of thoſe things which have been 
recommended to you. 


MAXIM 
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ed 


MAXIM VI. 
Fons vitae, Eruditio Poſſidentis, Prov. xvi. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Learaing is one of the Fountains of Life 
to the Man that does poſlels it. 

Ignorance and Death have a great Re- 
ſemblance in many things: the Soul of a 
Man that knows nothing, is in his Body,as 
if it were lodged in a Tomb ; all the | 
Life he has, is but the Liſe of a Beaſt, and 
only a Shadow of Human Life. To be | 
Ignorant, according to the Opinion of the 
Wiſs Man, is to be a fort of Creature 
that ſpends a great deal of Time in paſſing 
on from his Birth to his Death, without 
making a Step into Life : Perterint quaſt | 
nou fuerint & Nati quaſi non Nati. 


REFLECTIONS. 


As Rnowledge is one part of our Perſe- 
tion, fo it 1s alſo one part of our Felicity. 


Make your felt then a Anowing perſon, 10 
lar 
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far at leaſt as you are obliged to be ſuch, 
by the Laws of Nature, and of Religion, 
and by thoſe of Decence and Henour. 
Of what Age ſoever you are at this pre- 
ſent, and let your Rank be what it will in 
the World, it is neceſſary, if you will hold 
the Rank of a Man of Werth, that you 
be not ignorant either in Philoſophy or 
in Chriſtian Divinity. 

You may know enough of both with- 
out putting your felt to any great Trou- 
ble or Pains, and without running atter 
thoſe Profeſlors, who make a Trade of 
teaching theſe Noble Sciences. I do not 
adviſe you to go and ftudy under them, 
or to haunt their Schools, Ki [ aaviſe you 
to learn, what you are to think of Eterni- 
ty, and by what Means you may avoid 
a Miſery of that duration. 

The Maſters that ore fitteſt to teach 
you theſe things, have expected you, for 
this long time, at leaſt there is no need of 
your going far to ſeek them, you may 
find them whereloever you are vour felt, 
and near enough to you, to ſpeak private. 
ly to your Heart ; it is but entring with- 
in vour ſelf, and you may. hear what they 

will 
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will ſay. Here follow ſome Refle&tions |: 
that will help you to know theſe Maſters, | 


and to profit by their Diſcourſes. 


Mind then, that you no ſooner began 


to live, but that you were obliged, by the 
nature of your Birth, to begin to know 


three Truths; 1. That there is a God 


that gave you Lite. 2. That there is a 
Nothing, from whence you came, and a 
Death, to which you are going. 3. That 
there is a Jeſus Chriſt, who redeemed you, 
and muſt give you a Reſurrection. 


At your coming into the World you * 


have met with rhree Maſters, or three 
Voices ordained to teach you theſe three 
Leſſons : The Yoice of Nature, the Voice 
of Death, and the Voice of the Goſpel 
and Grace. Theſe are not three Diſcour- 
ſes, but three Subjects tor your Medita- 
tion, that I preſent you with. 

In the firſt place, I ſay, That to make 
your ſelt perteatly knowing in the Morals, 
it will behove you to become the Diſciple 
and Scholar of Death, and to take Leſſons 
from that Maſter. 

Death does not ſpeak, but it has a Si- 
leace 1n which is ſummed up all the Do- 

: Ctrine 
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* Arine of the Prophets, and Apoſtles, and - 
that contains all thoſe admirable Inſtructt- 
ons they have left, to aid you in leading 
a Good Life, and to help you to folve well 
upon every occaſion thoſe Difficulties 
that ſhall be offer'd to you by your blin- 
ded Conſcience. All the Counſels of the 
Holy Fathers are in the Mouth of Death 
what makes the Wonder, 1s, that Death, 
without ſpeaking a word, caulcs all thoſe 
Counſels and Inftructions to enter into 
your Heart, and does this in ſrch a way, 

* and with that Force and Energy, which 
thoſe Holy Fathers could never arrive at. 
* Death does this, ſays Solomon, every 
' time ſhe preſents her felf | _ Ps 

' © before your Eyes, and as of Cunitorum adrne- 
* ten as ſhe invites you to the 7 29mm: 

* Houſe where ſhe is, and ſhews you in the 
 * Faceof a Dying Perſon the Sentence that 

* Heaven has decreed againſt you, That 

* you: mult dye, and be to morrow in the 

* fame Condition as you now behold this 

* fick expiring Creature. 7eſtamentum 

hujus Mundi morte Moriers. 

Solomon means, that when Men dye, 

certain pale CharaQters appear to be traced 

upon 
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upon their Lips, which every one can 
read, and where they find theſe two words, | 
Hodie mihi, Cras tibi, The Prophet calls | 
this their Will or Teſtament, which Death | 

writes for them, and makes their Heirs |; 
with thoſe others that encompals their Bed, 
to (ee, and be Witneſſes to it. Allread it, | 
and all underſtand it : You, that are the | 
Great Ones of the World, have often read k 
it, and you have learned from thence lays ® 
St. Gregory, that the Inheritance which | 
every one of your Anceſtors has left you 
at the Moment of his Death, has been the 
News, that you muſt dye as he has done ; 
and that you, and all the Riches, Honours ” 
azd Greatneſs you now enjoy, mult | 
in a few days time return to what they | 
have been heretofore, to Duſt, to Aſhes, . 
and to Nothing. Pulvis es, & in pulve- 
rem Reverteris. 
Ot all the Forefathers you have had 
ſince the beginning of the World, there 
has not been one among{t them, that has | 
miſſed the Signing of this Teſtament, and \. 
the leaving you this Inheritance. 
* Such a Teſtament, cries out Solomon, 
*asa Young Man enriched by the Rapine 
« Nt 
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and unjuſt dealings of his Father , needs 
but read with attention, to become the 
holy and happy Heir of a Dives and 
damned Perſon, 

Read then, but obſerve that the great 
benefit of this Reading, and of this con- 
templation, does not conſiſt in beholding 
what Death has ſhewn you, but 1n re- 
membring that you have ſeen it. 

When She has ſhewn you, in the low 


he of's Sepulchre, whole Armies of 


Worms covering the Face you lately ado- 
red, and that She has made you confeſs, 
that this Rottenneſs was once your Idol ; 
the few Sillables ſhe would have you im- 
print in your Mind, which contain all her 
Inſtructions, are, Memento homo ; Remem- 
ber, Toung-man, what you have ſeen in thu 
Tomb, and what you have learnt there. 

In truth, to the learning of your Mo- 
rals perfectly, and how to live Wiſely and 
Chriſtianly, it will conduce but little, to 
look on dying and dead People : There is 
not that Perion does not go to ſce his Re- 
Jations and Friends upon their Death-bed, 
and who, at that time, does not think of 
the Aﬀfairs of another World, and propole 

o £9 


(54) 
to himſelf Deſigns of Converſion and Re- 
pentance : but then, by the next Morning 


we find all theſe Thoughts blotted out of | 


our Minds, like Dreams, and we know no- 
thing of what we faw, and what we de- 
ſigned Yeſterday. Indevotion, Liberti- 
niim, and Vanity, have the ſame ſtation in 
our Hearts as before, and we begin again 
to live like Sinners, that had not heard or 
known that any in the World had ever 
died. 

*O ye Mortals, cries out Death, it 15 
* not only in the Church, whilſt you are 
* ſhedding Tears at the Funeral of your 


* Brother, who died Yeſterday ſuddenly, | 


* wichout one Word of Conftctlion, after an 
 Impenitence for ſ{cveral Years, that you 
* are to ſtudy the Doctrine | teach, but it 
* is by remembring this miſerable Exit, 
* Memento. Keep in your Mind the 
Thought of this Death, and cheriſh the 
Memory of it, whatſoever Change of For- 


tune may befal you, or in what part of | 


the World foever you may be: carry the ' 
Remembrance about with you into all | 


Companies, and converle with it intertor- | 
1y : whilſt others are thinking only of | 


laugls- | 


(65) 
laughing and diverting themſelves, be you | 
attentive ro mind what it will tell you, 
and to let its Doctrine enter into your 
Heart. 

Doubt not but it will enter ; and be you 
never ſo ignorant at the preſent, within a 
ſhort time you will have no more need of 
running after Caſuiſts, to learn what are 
the obligations of aChriſtian Lite,or to put 
Queſtions concerning the Duties of your 
Conſcience;you will know every thing,and 
be able to anſwer all its Doubts your ſelt : 
nor will you then have the leaſt Thought 
of going to the Learned Doctor's with 
ſuch Diſguiſe, as may make them pro- 
nounce you fate from your juſt Fears, or 
endeavour to uſe ſuch Means,as they may 
counſel you to carry your Sins with you 
into another World. The Fear of Death 
firſt introduced Phy ficians,and the Forget- 
fulneſs of Death Caſuiſts. 

In a word, during your Divertiſements 
in the time of your Aﬀairs, and in every 
occaſion of your Lite, be ſure to keep what 
I have told you in your Eye : put your 
Queſtions to Death, and converſe with 


her, ſhe will make you more knowing in 
E 2 the 


(86) - , 
the Morals than. all thoſe Rigorous Tea- ' 
chers, who writ in their Books, and ſpeak | 
in their Sermons ſo many Rare Matters | 
touching dying ſuddenly in an ill ſtate, but | 
who, being once out of the Pulpit, forget 
all they have ſaid, and lead a Lawleſs Life 
in Diſorder and Looſeneſs. That would. 
prove a fine Book of Morality for your | 
Cloſet, which the Emperor Heradius kept 
in his, a Death's Head, with theſe three 
words on the Forehead, What 7 am now 
you will be to morrow. There is no Diff 
culty you can have in your Conſcience, 
that this admirable Caſuiſt will not anſwer 
in every Point. 


” md _ _ —_ 
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Dedit ill; —_— Sanftorum, honeſt a- 
vit illum in laboribus. Sap. x. 


PARAPHRASE, 


God has conferred on the Wiſe Man ' 
the Science of the Saints, and has employ- | 
ed him gloriouſly in ſuch occaſions as have | 


plas | 


(67) 
placed him by the help of that Divine 
Science in the Rank of Extraordinary 


Men. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I have ſaid, That one part of your Hap- 
pineſs during this Mortal Life, is to be 


knowing ; and that one part of the Know- 


ledge proper for your Calling, is Divinity. 
Perhaps this may cauſe your wonder, 
but nevertheleſs it is a matter you have 
heard of long ſince, and have begun to 
practice and undertake many years ago : 
Have not the firſt Leſſons you have been 
taught after your coming into the World; 
and the firſt Pains you have been pat to 


In your Cradle, been to learn the Articles 


of the chief Myſteries of the Chriſtian 
Faith? 

In ſo much, as that to nelp you to ar- 
rive at that Happy Condition I have been 
ſpeaking of, all that I ſhall add to the In- 
ſtructions which were given you in thoſe 
days, is but thus much : O Chriſtian, who» 


ſoever you are, that which came out of 


your Mouth at your Prayers, when you 
E 3 were 


(68) 


' were two years old, ſay now the ſame 
from your Heart, and believe perfely 
that which you lay : for, as all the Leſſons 
of Death are included inthe word Memen- 
to, inthe like manner are all thoſe of the 
Goſpel included in the word Crede, Be- 
lteve. 

Do not imagine, that to become a great 
and true Divine in the School of Jefus 
Chriſt,it will be neceflary for you to know | 
the Truths of his Doctrine by the Experi- 
ence of your Eyes, or the Speculation of | 
your Wit, or by the Reafonings of thoſe 
Maſters who conſecrate their Days to the 
penetrating into theſe impenetrable My- 
ſteries. 

The moſt Able Maſters know nothing 
certainly of this Supernatural Divinity, 
more than what they know by their Faith. 
And to the end that you may know as | 
much of it as they do, the whole conſiſts | 
in acknowledging ſincerely from the bot- | 

tom of your Heart, and weighing in your 
Mind with devout RefleAtions, that which | 
you learnt hereof inthe time of your molt | 
tender years, and that which the firſt Wo- 
men came about you did believe for you, | 
when they taught 1t you. At 


* 
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At the times of your daily Devotions, 
do you venerate with an humble ſubmiſſi- 
on of your Thoughts, the -Propofitions 
which the Holy Scripture {ets forth to you, 
of the Trinity of Perſons, the Incarnation 
of the Word, the ReſurreQion of Man- 
kind, Sc. And from that inſtant, when at 
the proſpect oithele unſpeakable My lteries 
proſtrating your felt before the Altar, 
( your Soul tran{ported with Admiration 
and Love ) you ſhall pronounce theſe 
words, Credo Demine adjuva incredulita- 
tem meam : I believe, O Lora ; but yer, 0 
Soveraign Diſpoſer of my Life, Jappart You 
my Weakneſs and — with the aſit- 
ſtance of your Grace. | {iy, from that In- 
ſtant you ſhall become a Mio Doctor in 
Divinity than all thoſe Jearned and proud 
Profeſlors, who ſpeak like Angels truch- 
ing the Trinity, bur believe what they ſay 
of it [-is than you do. 

A firm Faith, with the Symbole of the 
Apoſtles imprinted in your Heart by the 
Finger of the Holy ©'»ft, raifes you in a 
moment to that deg: of Capacity, that 
tae Angels would 21m at, were they to 
live with us in this World below, and 
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would they ſtrive to pleaſe God, and be 
ranked in the number of his Ele&. Their | 
Principal Employment, in my opinion, | 
would be the ſame that I invite you to, 
which 1s, to meditate on, and ſign by con- 
tinual Acts of an obedient and blind Love 
the firſt words of the Teſtament of | 
Jeſus Chriſt ; 7» Principio erat YVerbum, | 
© Yerbum Caro faftum eſt. | 

I ſay not this to blame the laudable and | 
juſt Curioſity you may have to mind, 
when you are at Church, what 1s preached | 
upon theſe Theological Myſteries,or what '_ 
the Learned ſay of them in their Aſſem- 
blies, or during their private Diſcourſes. | 

On the ' contrary, I hold, be you of ' 
what Condition you will, That it muſt ' 
prove much to your Honour to underſtand 
them fo well, as to be able to ſpeak know- |. 
ingly of them upon occaſion : and I-ſay 
further, that the more advantage you have | 
over the Common Sort, by your Birth | 
and Parts, the greater aptitude you have | 

to comprehend theſe high Verities, and | 
the more Prevailing way of communica- | 
ting them to others, and of ſetting them | 
forth in Company. : 

Ci 
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It cannot be other than a very advan- 
tageous Sign in a Perſon of Quality, to 
find his Inclinations lead him to the con- 
templating the high Myſteries of our Re- 
ligion, and the endeavouring to find out 
what lies hidden in the Parables of the 


Goſpel, and the dark Fnigma's of the Pro- 


phets : Certainly there muſt be ſome- 
thing great and noble in that Soul, which 
is pleaſed with a Contemplation that makes 
the Delight of the Angels. 

The tamous Saying of 7ertull;zan, That 
the Soul of Man u naturally a Chriſtian, re« 
lates particularly to great Souls : if there 
be any ſuch, they are thoſe that come in- 
to the World with a ſecret impreſſion of 
Veneration towards the Perſon of our Sa- 


Viour, and with a holy Ambition to raiſe 


themſelves yet to a higher Perfedion, by 
the knowledge of the greatneſs of his 
Theology,and of the greatneſs of his Bene- 
fits to Mankind. 

In Reality, we know that 1t 15 He alone 
that has ennobled our Nature, and that 
from the loweſt ſtation of the World, into 
which the Malice of the Serpent had caſt 
us, even below the baſeſt of Brutes, has 

10- 
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infinitely raiſed us, not only above Beaſts, 
and above the Devils, but above the An- 

cls themſelves, and has given vs theRank 
of Honour before all Creatures both of 
this and the other World. 

I ſay, infinitely above Beaſts, in thar, 
on the fir{t day of our Fall, he did reſtore 
us to the uic ot Wiſdom, Conſcience, and 
Moral Gooarnets, with the other Privileges 
our Condition has above thein, Privilzges 
oranted by Nature,and Joſt by Sin. which 
He has reſtored us by Grace,and purchaſed 
back for us with the price of th<Blood of a 
God, the Mark of our Value ever ſince : 
O home , Erige te, tanti Pales. 

l ay, infinitely above the Devils,in that 
' He has compelled them to adore our Na- 
ture in his Perſon, and to become for all 
Eternity the Worſhipers of a Man-God, to 
become the Captives of other Men, and 
even of little Children ; ſince we have 


known ſo many Infant-Martyrs to have 
20 pods ed them, by the Victorious Grace 


of that Invincible Redeemer : Apparae- 
runt Fſumiles mez, Filiz Puellarum Compun- 
XEFUNT C05, 
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In fine, infinitely above the Angels, in- 
aſmuch as he has carried Human Nature 
up. where it ſits in Triumph upon their 
Throne, and has not given them in Hea- 
yen a Seraphim, or any other Spirit of the 
Prime Oroers, but a Man to command 
them, and be eternally their Sovereign 
Lord ; it being his Will beſides, that other 
Men ſhould enter into their Fellowſhip, 
and ſhare with them in their Felicity. 

We know alſo His Will to be ſuch, that 
Men compoſed of Fleth and Blood, bort 
amongſt Beafls upon the Earth, and ſub- 
ject, as they are, to Death and Rottenneſs : 
Men that have been dead and buried ſor 
many years, and become the Horror and 
Infection of the World, ſhall rife out of 
their Graves, and Mount up to Heaven in 
Triumph, crowned with tne Splendor of 
Glory and Immortality, that they ſhall 
enter there with thr Bodies, and that the 
Beauty of their Faces adorned with all Ma- 
jeſty, by his Redemption, will prove one 
of the great Ornaments of Paradiſe ; and 
that, in fine, they will make fo admirable 
an appearance there, as the Angels thall 
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| think themſelves honoured to paſs. their : 


happy Eteraity with them. 


To know all this, and keep an Indif. | 
ference, without a deſire of knowing any | 


further, how is it poſſible for. any Man 
that has a ſenſe and feeling in him ? 


It would be a very hard Law, to tye | 


you up ſo, as that you ſhould have only 
Acts of Faith in reference to the Perſon of 


Chriſt, and not have the liberty of enqui- | 
ring of his Interpreters, touching the | 


Wonders of his Incarnation, and the ſecret 
ways of his Condu, which he will have 
communicated to the Humble, and hid 
from the Reprobate. 

What is blamed in ſome Perſons of 
Quality of both Sexes, and in others in- 
diicreetly curious, is, to take upon them to 


be able to diſpute in the favour of Here- | 
fies, and become Judges and Cenſurers of | 


the-Churches Do@rine. 

" What is molt juſtly blamed beſides, is 
the Raſhneſs of ſome, who failing both in 
Wit and in their Endeavours to know and 
weigh any thing exactly, will nevertheleſs 
be ſo bold, as to talk confidently of all 
matters, 
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matters, to the ſcandal of the Angels, and 
thoſe good People which happen to be in 
their company : Theſe are a ſort of Per- 
ſons, who upon the firft occaſion offered 
them of venting their Opinions upon any 
point of the Goſpel, mingle the Errors and 
Blaſphemies of their Ignoranee and Vanity 
with the moſt Sacred Truths, and cauſe all 
this to enter together into the Minds of 
thoſe ſimple People, that hearken to them 

and believe them. 

Know all you can of the Myſteries of 
our Faith, let them be the Subject of your 
Reading, of your Meditation, and of your 
Study, if you think good : but as to mat- 
ter of Speaking of them, there is one thing 
neceſſarily required, that you be wiſe and 
humble, and have a high Reſpect for your 
Religion. If it be thus with you, you 
have your Freedom for the reſt ; for whilſt 
you are in this Condition, you will be ſare 
never to ſpeak or hold your Peace, but 
very fitly. 

Obſerve, that here are three different 
Leſions ; that of Death, Memerto, Remem- 
ber ; that of the Goſpel, Believe, (Qui 
Crediderit ſaluvus erit ; and laſtly, that of 

Na- 
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Nature, Behold and look about you ; Peto, | 
Nate, ut in Calum & ad terram Aſpi- | 


C145. 


This third Propoſition will appear more + 
clear from the words oi Solomon, which | 


follow, and yield more Light to ir. 


PCI 


MAXIM VII. 


Mundum tradidit diſputationt eorum,. ut 
non inveniat homo, opus quod operatus eft Þ 


Deus ab initio uſq; ad finem. 


PARAPHRASE. 


God has delivered up the World to the z 


Diſputes of the Learned, but never a one 
of them 1s able, by his Conje&tares, to 


reach at that which he would not have |: 


known. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I have (aid, That the Voice of Nature | 


is to. be hzarkened to as a Teacher; and 
you will find by Experience, that you 
will learn the reſt of your Philoſophy 


{ooner 


= 


b- 
Ts 
[3 


= 
aaa = 


(77) 


ſooner from her, than you can from the 
Schools, with all their old and new Me- 
thods. She does but fhew you the Hea» 
vens and the tarth, with the other Crea- 
tures, and by thele means inſtructs you, 
that both you and they, with her felt, are 
the Workmanſhip of an lnfiinie Power, 
teaching you to rea: 30 ne Sun and the 
Scars the firſt words of God the Creator's 
Teſtament, /» 1 "rincipto Deus Creavit 
Calum & teiram ; In the Berinains God 
who was, created So ebich wares 

Whateve r your Ouali y may te, and 
the Excuſes YOu may draw from your 
Pride, Idleneſs, or Multiplicity of Aſtairs,, 
do not neglect the fiudy of this Philofo- 
phy ; there is nor any ching more honou- 
rable than to undcrftand it, and diſcourſe 
hand'omly of it; er any thing more ea- 
fe than the learning of it : AH that She 
cal's upon you to do, is but to open your 
Eves at ro Idle Hours, and _ UpPOIT 
the World ; Pero, Nate, lays the to you, 
at in Calum & ad terram aſpicias & ad 
Omnia que intis ſant, © intelligas, quia ex 
Nihilo fecit illa Deus. i 
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O my Son, I ask but this one thing of 
you, that you will contemplate the Hea- | 
vens and the Earth, and that you will let | 
that Light enter into your Mind, which | 
they will produce, and it will not fail to. 
bring along with 1t Science, Devotion, and. 
Humulity. 

Open your Eyes then, O Chriſtian, and. 
contemplate ; and whilſt do you contem: | 
plate, be careful in three matters : | 

The Firſt, To ſee your ſelf with your | 
own Eyes, or to learn by the Report of | 
Credible Perſons the Variety of Things | 
which God has formed in every Element, | 
and in every part of the Univerſe. | 

The Second, To confider with Wiſe | F. 
Refletions what is Rare in the Quality | 
and Property of each thing ; what the | 
Lands, Rivers, Fountains, Metals, Beaſts, | 
Plants, and the Produtions. of every | 
Country yield, that is moſt ſingular and | 
curious : in a word, whatever the Eye of | 
Man ſees here b:low, that 1s remarkable, 
to be careful to get a Knowledge of it, if 
you can poſhbly, and to lay it up as a| 
Treaſure in your Mind, making out of it | 
an FITC Spring of Natural Curiofi- | 
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ries, ſuch as may cauſe the Company that 
hears you talk, toſay of you what was 
ſaid of a great King of old, [mpletus eff 
quaft flumen Sapientia ; * That at times of 
* Converſation there flowed out of his Lips 
* Rivers of Science, and an Infinity of Ad- 
* mirable Things, which ravith'd the Hea- 
£ rers without ceaſitg. 

The Third, To obſerve in this Variety 


of Wond:rs the differing Marks that are 
ſhewn of theGreataeſs and Beauty of God ; 


and whilſt you are obſerving, to let your 
Heart go after the ſweet Attractives of his 
Grace, which are able to raiſe you up to 
him, and make you fay with David, in 
Tranſports of Love and Admiration, O 
Lord. O God of gods how admirable you are, 
how ſublime and incomprehenfible in your 
ways, how profound in your deſigns, and 
mighty in your ations ; how magnificent you 
are, how amiable and adorable ! Potentiam 
tuam, & Fuſtitiam tuam uſq; in altiſſima < 
que feciſti magualia « Deus quis fimilis 


tut £ 


This is the Character of a true Philoſo- 
phy, to terminate its Speculations by a&s 
of Divine Love, and an encreaſe of San- _ 
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The CharaCter of a falſe and corrupt 


Philoſophy, is, to terminate its Enquiries 


; : 


by an encreaſe of Prelumption and Igno- | 


rance, and by making the Philoſopher be- |; 
come'prouder and blinder than he was bc- | 


fore his Studies. 


_ . Another Difference between theſe two | 
fo oppoſite Philoſophies, 1s this ; Taat 


winch I invite you to learn, employs it 
folt in contemplating and admiring what 
God thews us of his Works; the other 
buſtes it {elf 1n ſtriving to ſee that which 
God will not have us ſce, but will have 
hidden from our Eyes. 

[s it not a ſtrange thing? The Divine 


Wiſdom has ſealed up in darkneſs certain ' 


Secrets touching its Productions, not at all 
material to be known by us, and yet the 


Piziloſophers of this other School will un- | 


dertake to come to the knowledge of | 


them : God therefore permits them, for 
their puniſhment, to purſue the Undcerta- 
king, and they painfully conſume their 
Lives in hunting through a dark Labyrincly, 
alter that which they thall never find, 
They hunt and ſearch indeea ; 2] their 


Wits are employ'd in ſtudying night and. , 


Uay 
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day to penetrate to the very Center of 
Beings, to dive into the bottom of Sub- 
ſtances, and to devine what thole myſte- 
rious Secrets are, which the Creator has 
ſo carefully buried in an everlaſting Night; 
then to ſpcak their Thoughts of them, 
and after to maintain with Arguments all 
they have ſaid ; and placing the World, 
as it were, in the middle of them, to 
ſtrive in their Academical Comtats to 
carry away-the Honour one trom another, 
of having beſt guels'd and known, 1n 
{pight of God's Will, the Reaſons of his 
Works, and the Myſteries of his Provi- 
dence. | | 
It was in contemplation of theſe men, 
that Solomon pronounced the remarkable 
words of my Text, Mundum tradidit dis 


ſputationi eorum ; God, wlio ha- let! it to 


the pleaſure of Kings, to brfet with their 
Armies of an Hundred thouſand en ſome 
Town, or Spot of fortified Ground, lets 
allo theſe Aſſemblies of DoCtors tall to 
work about a little Atome, and ſuffers 
them for t.ieie Three or Four thouſand 
years, to be obſtinately ſet upon, comPre- 
bending the deyiſibil:ry which he has Tries 
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den in the Point of a Needle, or upon dif. | 
covering what arethe Springsfrom which | 
the Sun receives his Motion, from whence 
the Sea derives its regular Agitation,or the | 
Beaſts their Quickneſs when they courſe 
and run ; whether it be one vaſt Soul ſpread | 
over the whale World, or whether it be | 
a multitude of little indiviſible Souls, | 
which flye up and down blindly every 
where, and by their continual motions 
produce all Action, Noiſe, Light, Colours |. 
and Smells, and all manner of Figure | 
that appear within the Univerſe, not ha- | 

ving ſo much as the aſſiſtance of any Rex | 
ſon, Intelligence, Imagination, or Lite, to | 
further them in it. Al this, cries out So- | 
lomon, like the Labours of the Ambitious, |/ 
and the Cares and Diſquiets of the Cove: | 
tous, # but Vanity of Vanities : It is the | 
Sicknels and Diſtemper of their Minds,who 
wiltully bind themtelves over to the (way | 

_ of their Paſſions, and the dreams of their | 

' Pride, ipending their days to no ead, but | 
'to convince other men that they have 

_ *dream't arightr. ; 
It was a fine Saying of St. Auguſtin, | 
-- , Thatthe Pythagoras's and the Democritus's | 
ETRS TEEN ſhut | 
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ſhut themſelves up alone in their Cloſets, 
ant there each ſets himſelf ou work to ſhape 
and frame his particular Opinion and Folly ; 
| after which # done, they meet at publick 
Aſſemblies, and' by their Diſputes do as 
much as call one another Fools, in a learned 
way. 
Diſpute with theſe, if you will, upon 
their Poſitions, or rather exerciſe your 
Wit with them to divert your ſelf, and eaſe 
your Mind of any weight. 

It is not to be denied, but that a Wife 
Man, without diminiſhing any thing of 
his Wiſdom, may encounter a Friend in 
this way, ſo that he pretend to no more 
than to divert himſelf, by putting - his 
Friend to his ſhifts to defend his Opinion, 
' | or by forcing; him to quit an ill Game ; 
, | yet ſhould you prove good at this Sport, 
| | you muſt not therefore take your ſelf to 
, | be a great Philoſopher ; we ſhall never be 
| that truly and perfeQly, till ſuch time as 
the Philoſophy of the Angels above in 
| Heaven be our Study here below, and the 

| Philolophy of Men only our Entertain- 
meat and Paſtime. 
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MAXIM IX 


Curam habe De bono Nomine : hoc enim 
permunebit mags tibi, quam Mille theſauri 
pretiofi, © magni, Ecclel. xlt. 


+y 
PARAPHRASE. 


Amongſt all thoſe things which you 
poſlets,have a particular care of that which 


' may laſt beyond Life, and be enjoyed by | 


you atter Death. 

This Death will tranſport your Riches 
into other Hands; Time will deſtroy your 
Buildingsand conſume your Works;nothing 
but the Merit of your good Actions will 
follow you to Heaven,and nothing will re- 
mato to you upon Earth but the Reputa- 


tion you ſhall have acquired by the Wiſ: | 


dom of your Carriage, and the good 
Examples you have lett behind yon : La- 
bor.ſtill with all your force to make your 
{elf as rich this way as you can poſlibiy, 
that when you come io dye, you may end 
with the Conſolation of having left that 

Ho- 
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Honour 1a your Family, which you found 
in it when you came firſt into the World. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Curam habe de bono nomine, when you 
are well ſpoken of in Company, or 
amongſt the generality of the People, and 
that you have got a Reputation in your 
Country, do not make much account of 
it, if it be owing co Fortune, and leſs ſtill 
if you are beholden to the Contrivance 
and Partiality of your Friends for it, who 
g0 about, by their intereſted Praiſes and 
offticious Lyes, to make you pals tor an 
Extraordinary Perſon : but it this befals 
you through the Bletfling of God, who 
diſpoſes Men to oblerve the Merit of your 


. Actions, and let a Value on you in their 


Hearts, cheriſh it with a parriciJlar Care, 
and be ſenſible, that it ought to be rank'd 
amongſt the moſt precious things that be- 
long to you. 

Preſerve it tenderly, for 1t is a Duty in 
you to do ſo, but make it not on any 
terms the Aim and End of your Deſigns 
and Hopes, 
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--- You muſt conſider, that this Reputati. 
on 1s as it were your Shadow, and that it 
4s impollible for you to turn your Eyes 
.and Thoughts that way, and fix them 
there tor one moment, without turning 


your elf away trom the true Sun, and [o- | 


ſing his Sigttt, Nothing ſure renders a 
Man more glorious, whilſt he walks in 
the Paths of Innocence and Juſtice, than 


to be waited on by the Peoples Praiſes, | 
and the Voice of Fame : but it would be | 
a ſhametul ching tor you, ſhould you run | 


after theie Shadows, and make them the 


Motives of your doing your Duty, and | 
the Cauſes of ſetting your Heart on any | 


Employment. 
To ſpeak clearly in one word, To have 


a care oi your Reputation, is not tobe bent | 


upon ſeeking theEſteem andPraiſes of Men, 
bur 1t 15,to be bent on doing no other thing 
but what is pleaſing to God, and truly de- 
ſerves the Approbation and Eſteem of All, 
An indifferent thing it ſhould be to you, 
whether Men or Angels value your Acti- 
ors, but you ought to take all the care 
in the World to order them ſo, that they 
may be worthy to be valued both in Hea- 
yen and Earth. And 
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And certainly you may obſerve, that 


amongſt all the great Princes and Prelates 


jn the World,the moſt illuſtrious ſtill have 
been thoſe, that in their Undertakings 
never ſought the Favour of Peoples 
Tongues, or the Applauſe of Nations, but. 
thoſe who have acted ſo well and glori- 
ouſly in all they have done, as that this 
World, which they had no deſign to pleaſe, 
could not but covet to know all they did, 
and give it their admiration : The diffe. 
rence between them and the others is, 


that the Ambitious, by their heroick acti- 


ons, ſeek the pleaſure and ſatisfaction of 
being applauded and praifed by Men ; 
whereas theſe have the ſame Enjoyment, 
but look not out for it,their Aim is at ſome- 


thing incomparably more attraQive, and 


honourable, and more worthy to be reſt- 
ed in. 

Do like them, you who are a confide- 
rable Perſon, and bear ſome high Office 
in your Countrey, Curam habe de bono 
Nomine. You would be unworthy to carry 
the Name of aGentleman,ſhould you tail in 
having a-great Care of your Honour; this 
Care conſiſts not in getting Men to praife 
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you, nor in 'quarreling with thoſe that 


will not honour you, or'that do ſhew a 
contempt of you ; it conſiſts in being of- 
fended at your ſelf, for having done 
contemptible things. The Subject of your 
Choller and your Trouble ſhould not be 
to have the Diſorders of your Life taken 
notice of and known, but that you have ſut- 
fered them to fix upon you for ſo long a 
time, and that you ſtill fhew no diſlike to 
them : call not thoſe faulcy, who obſerve 
and talk of them, their Liberty in this 
does not depend on your Complaints or 
Threats : Heaven, your Conſcience, and 
the People are three Witneſſes againſt 
you, which you will never have the power 
to blind or filence : it 1s you that are the 
faulty Perſon; it is your own Heart, 
which by its ſcandalous Crimes blackens 
you, both in the Face and in your Repu- 
tation : when you appear 1n this condition 
before the Eyes of theſe three dreadtul 


SpeRators, and that you blufh to be thus 


ſeen, accule not thoſe that fee you, blame 
your own blind Ambition, if it has put 
you upon getting a prime Digaity in the 
Church, only to make you appear ( ſpot- 
5" | ted 
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ted as you are) with the more Shame and 
Infamy. Since you ſtand upon the point 
of Greatneſs and Honour, be etteually 
honourable, and imitate thoſe that are ſo. 

Imitate them, you that bear Offices, 
and fit upon your Tribunals, and conſider, 
that to appear in thoſe ſtations without 
Honour, norhing can be more infamous, 
nor nothing more ridiculous in ſuch an 
one, than to go ſeek for Honour there : 
Never hunt after Reputation in theſe occa- 
ſions, but do ſo well, as that you may 
find it in them : make theſe two Duties to 
agree. 

To effect this, looks like a Task for an 
Angel, and yet however it is the moſt im- 
portant of your Affairs, and not the moſt 
difficult : all the Difficulties, as I have 
ſaid, lies in this point, That whilſt you 
exerciſe your Charge, you ſo well govern 
your Mind and Intentions, as to do no- 
rhing purpoſely to make you honoured 
and eſteem'd of Men, nor nothing but 
what will oblige them to honour you ſin- 
cerely. 

Whenſoever you ſhall refuſe to commir 
an Injuſtice ; when you ſhall chuſe rather 
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to periſh than to betray the Innocent, and 
give up their Right either, to Favour or 


Power ; do not {ay to your ſelf as Caro | 


did, What will Rome think of my Baſeneſi, 
if I do thus 2 (ay with Judas Macchabeus, 
Should I ſtoop to Fear, what will God ſay, 


who forbids me to ſcandalize my Countrey, | 


and ſtain the Glory of our miraculous Vido- 


ries by ſuch an Infamy : Abſit at fugiamu | 


abiu Moriamur in Virtute Noſtra. 


Cato dying to get an everlaſting Name | 


in Rome, became the Martyr of the Com- 
monwealth ; become you 1n the like oc- 
caſion the Martyr of the Living God, 
maintain your Honour with an invincible 
Force and Courage even to Death, but do 
it not for the ſake of your Honour ; do 
it becaule this is inſeparably joined to the 
Glory of God, the Good of the Publick, 
the Edification of Man, and the Intereſt of 
Religion. : | 
In a word the Point lies here, To do all 
that deſerves to be liked by Man, but yet 
in pleaſing Man, todo nothing but to the 
end of pleaſing G O D. 
Whoſoever you be then, that live in the 
face of the World, looked upon by Heaven 
and 
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and Earth, you that are addreſſed to by 
Crowds of Suitors, who come begging to 
your Feet with Tears to do them Juſtice, 
be ſure you keep your (elf free from en- 
deavouring by counterfeit Looks and vain 
or Falle-appearances to win their Appro- 
bation and Eſteem, ſo to be noted for a 
Man of Honour and Infegrity. Think 
never further, than how to a& 1n your 
Employment according to the Laws of 
Conſcience, and to acquit your {elf before 
God in all your Chriſtian and Civil Du- 
ties ; but do this with that winning Grace, 
as that the Benefit you may hope for in 
undertaking an Affair, comes ſhort (till 
of the Reputatien, and that the Perſons 
you deal with be fully fatisfied with all 
your ways, by the handſom Marks you 

ove of your Integrity. 
Make a Profit ro your ſelf, and with it 
a Gain of Love : God approves it. But 
whilſt things proſper with you, fix your 
Mind ſtill on Heaven. In every Action, 
at every good Succels attending fuch a 
prudent and virtuous Carriage, aſpire to 
God alone, and grave within your Heart 
this Motto, which 0tho the Great had al- 
Ways 


"I #03 
ways before his Eyes; The Shadow of my 
Happineſs is, to be pleaſing to Man ; but my 
True Happineſs is, to be pleaſing to GO D. 
It is this fort of Reputation, which 
truly makes a Man's Fortune, and that 
roots Honour 1n all thoſe Families where 
we ſee it fixed, 

Be you but a ſimple Tradeſman, or a 
poor Country Labourer, with that little 
Stock of Goods you have, let your Credit 
at leaſt equalize it, without minding what 
Men ſay of you, either good or bad, live 
after ſuch a way as may oblige your 


Neighbours to ſpeak well of you, and be - 


edified by your Examples ; you will fiad 
that your proudeſt Gentlemen and Maſters 
will themſelves be edified by you, and that 
ſoon or late they will be forced to confeſs 
you are a Man of Honour, and muchabove 
them, if they want your Conſcience, and 
the Command you have over your Paſli- 
ons. Gentility is often bought, but an 
Honourable Heart never, nor the Title of 
An Honeſt Man ; this ſprings only from a 
Modeſty of Countenance, a Sincerity of 
Words, and a Wiſe Judicious Carriage, ac- 
companied with an Inviolable Truth : 

Cas 
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Curam habe de bono Nomine, hoc enim tibi 
permanebit, quam mille theſauri pretioft & 
Magnz. 
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MAXIMA. 


Coacervavi mihi argentum & aurum ſub- 
flantias Regum ac Provinciarum: omnia que 
defiderauerunt ocul; mei, non Negavi 74s ; 


 &/Vidi in Omnibus vanitatem & Afﬀiiftio« 


nem animi. Eccl. 1. 


PARAPHRASE. 


From my younger years I have known 
what Nature teaches Man, That he comes 
not into the World. biit to ſeek in it Fel; 
city : [ have fougiat for 11, and done all 
inmy power Ut find -:2t where it lies; 

'| have enquircc atier 1t amongſt thoſe 
Princes who have been counted this moſt 
happy ; I have known their Minds, and 
conſid: 1rd all their Ways; | Have {een 
tneir Examples, and they mine ; we have 
tollowed one another's Steps ; and in con- 


cluſion, I have obſerved, that tl ey and ([ 


have run through the Wor Id, flying from 
Pain 
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Pain and Trouble, to ſeek a Good, which 


only Heaven can yield. After having 
baniſh'd out of my Houſe and Territories 


Poverty, Sickneſs, and War, I have cauted | 
to be brought to me all that the /ndzes and | 


Arabia would afford, and all that the 
Kings of Europe and 4fra had, that was 


molt precious : I have gathered together | 


all the Riches and Delights of every Na- 
tion, hoping amongſt them I ſhould meet 


with Felicity, but it would never appear; | 


and all I have done has ſerved only to 


ſend it further off, and give me Affliction. | 


Vidi in omnibus vanitatem & affliftionem 
anime. 


REFLECTIONS. 


It is but an ill Proje&, in ſeeking the 
Means to become happy, to endeavour to 


bring matters to ſuch a paſs, as that you | 
thould not ſuffer any Inconveniency, but | 


be wholly left to the enjoyment of the 
Good Things you poſleſs. 

Solomon undertook this, and brought it 
ealily to paſs, but he ſoon repented him ; 
Omnia que defiderauverunt oculi mez = 
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Negavi ets I have not denied my ſelf, ſays 
he, what Contentments my Heart defired, 
without the Exception of any one, Is it not 
a ſtrange thing ? from the very moment 


| that he wanted nothing, he began to be 


unhappy ; thoſe Delicacies he had ſo much 
deſired became themſelves his Bitterneſs 


and diſlike. 


[magine not, O Chriſtian, that when 
you are arriv 'd at what You have af pired 


| to, for theſe many years, and that you 


have nothing left to wiſh, you will be 


| without cauſe of Complaint, even then 
| you will complain, and find it a great Evil 
' to have no more to aim at or deſire. 

| Amongſt the Wretched, none deſerve 
| Compaſſion fo much as thoſe whom For- 


tune has put into {ach a Condition, as they 


have nothing more to do, than to enjoy 


her paſt Favours, bur are condemned to 
reſt in one and the fame flouriſhing way, 


| without any oppoſition. 


It ſeems really, 1n all appearance, that 
the Quiet of our Mind, during this mortal 
Life, does not conſiſt in the poſſeſſing of 
the good things expected and hoped for 
by us, but 1a che acquiring of them, and 
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ſeeing them come into our Hands. They 
are no ſooner ours, but that we begin to 
diſreliſh them, in caſe they do not beget a 
new Deſire. After having toiled tor a 
long time, and thirſtec, to arrive at ſome 
degree of Honour, our whole Joy 1s in 
getting to it, and not in reſting there, In 
two days after the Succeſs of a Deſign, 
our Paſſions thruſt us upon new Attempts, 
and we muſt obey them, otherwiſe that 
which is moſt inſupportable to Man's Na- 
ture, falls upon us, to find our ſelves ty'd 
up Night and Day to dull Reſt, and: wea- 
ried to death by the quiet and continual 
enjoyment of one and the ſame Happineſs. 
This proves, that it is better to labour in 
g1ving a Repulle to ſome Evil which af- 
taults us, than to poſſeſs a Good we have 
acquired in Idleneſs. 

, So true it is what Seneca has ſaid,* That 
©there 1s a certain ſomething within us, 
© which is an Enemy to-our Repole, and 
* will have us continually give our ſelves 
© new Troubles. | 

The Queſtion is, from whenee this pro- 

- ceeds © To'accule Deſtiny of it, or the 
capricioutnels of our light'and fickle Ima- 

TLOKOOSIDMTE 213 TO E3919 TH gination, 


LIMI 


( 97) 


gihation, is an Error ; the true Reaſon of 
if, according to the Holy Fathers, is, That 
theſe ſeeming Lightneſfles, and theſe my- 
ſterious Diſguſts of every Felicity belong- 
ing to this Life, ſpring from a ſecret in- 
ſtin& ſtamped on our Souls, together with 
the Image of tie Creator. 7am honam fe- 
cit Deus homins Naturam, ut male fit ez, 
z0n efſe cum Deo. Our Soul, ſays St. Az- 
guſtin, is ſo excellent and divine, and fra- 
med in ſuch a manner to poſſeſs God, thar 
as ſoon as he is abſent, and ſeparated from 


It by Sin, this Soul cannot but ſuffer by 


LNAL 


a diſmal Solitude, and at the ſame time be 
quite exhauſted, languiſhing with an inſa- 
tiate Thirſt ; But, what would ſhe have 2 
ſhe knows not her (elf; all that ſhe knows 


1s, that ſhe is cruelly diſguſted and nauſea- 


ted with all the Preſents the World makes 
her, and that this Diſguſt comes from the 


_ Violent and extream deſire ſhe has to ſome 


one Good that isnot offered her. 

To content and fatisfie her, you go and 
huat after change of Remedies, and find 
out new Employments for her, and all 
manner of Divertiſements proper to eaſe 
the reſtleſs Diſquiets of this melancholy 
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and wearied Soul : She taſts, and ſeems at 
firit tro find ſome Reliſh and Solace in 
theſe Novelties ; but the Fits of her Di- 
{temper ſoon return ; ſhe begins on the 
{udden to complain anew, and you are put 
to begin again to look out freſh ways to 
eaſe her : you look them out, you take 
pains, you heap up a World of Riches, and 
load your Houſe with them, then iſhew 
this great Abundance to your Soul, and 
you lay to her what our Lord ſaid, Beho/d 
aud be at reſt. Anima Mea, habes multa 
bona congregata in plurimos annos requieſce. 
*See, my. Soul, we have got into our 
* Hands all that can be defired 1n the 
* World ; be content, and comfort your 
*{c|t. This Soul, not to be comforted, 
11:teaa of opening a Heart to let in Joy 
and Hope, anſwers you only with Com- 
platars ; after having taſted and tryed 
tacle new Remedies, theſe new Employ- 
1m20ts, and all your other precious Novel- 
tics, ſhis thruſts them back with Scorn, and 
cries out to you, Cumeta Yanitas & affli- 
(io jtiritus : Ye Goods of the Earth, ye 
Ricl:-5 and Honours, what are ye, but Va- 
nity of Vanities, Aftlition and Deſpair ? 
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Wonder not at this: an immortal Soul, 
that feels the Violence of its Deſires, and 
finds, that beſides the good things you ſhew 
her, ſhe cannot be without an infinity of 
others, infinitely more defirable : When 
ſhe comes to know, that the muſt reſt 
quiet, and content her felf with what ſhe 
ſees 1n your Hards, and that there 15 no- 
thing for her ro purſue or hope for in 
Heaven, vw hat muſt her Sufferings be 2 
Can ſhe take any other Reſolution, than 
to abandon her {<{f to Vexation ana Sor- 
row, and to all the Miſeries of a deſpai- 
ring Conſcience : ? 

N: 2 certainly, this does not ariſe from a 
capricious Melancholy bred within you, 
but from a hidden Inſight | corn with you, 
which takes its time, ar your hours of let- 
ſure, ro put your Soul continually in mind, 
that when ſhe is ſeparated from God, all 
her ſpiritual ard Divine Sutfſtance 1s no 
other thing than an extream Miſery, and 
from that inſtant an infinite one, tho' not 
to be felt infinitely but in Hell. 

Behold the mnterionr Peace that great 


Riches afford, but Wiſdom tells us by the 
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Pen of Solomon, we are to reckon other. 
wiſe of a Mediocrity. 


ns Rs — 


MAXIM XI. 


Mendicitatem &© Divitias ne dederis mihi. 
Prov. XXX. 


ww 


PARAPHRASE. 


© Let me have neither Poverty or great 
* Riches, ſays So/omoy, this I apprehend, 
* and that gives me Horror. The one 
leads Man to Atheiſm,and transforms him 
into a Devil ; the other turns him into a 
Beaſt, and makes him the Mockery of 
Human kind : Theſe are two Pits digged 
upon the Earth, to be the two great De- 
{ſcents into Hell : Fools run blindly to the 
one, and caſt themſelves into it by their 
Profuſions ; the Proud and Covetous haſte 
to the other, and damn themſelves by la- 
bouring Night and Day to get to it. 

Our true Quiet and Repoſe is found 
where Wiſdom keeps, in the middle. Ot 
all the Conditions of Human Life, = 

mo 
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molt ſecure, moſt honourable, and moſt 
eaſe, 1s, to live between Superfluity and 
Indigence, and the furtheſt off that it is 
poſlible from either Extream. 


REFLECTIONS. 
It has been the Opinion of the World, 


from the beginning, and ſtill continues ſo, 
That the Felicity of Man, during this 
Mortal Life, conſiſts in his poſſeſſing ofa 
great Abundance. Many ſeem, though 
at the hour of Death, to be of another 
mind, and ſpeak of Riches like Perſons 
that were become perfectly undeceived ; 
but whatſoever they ſay, we ſee very few 
return from thence by the help of Reme- 
dies, who do not bring back with them 
their old Miſtake. 

The Rule, That the Richer a Man ws, the 
more he is Happy, ſticks as faſt in onr 
Hearts as our Lite does there. We muſt 
be dead, St. Auguſtine lays, before we can 
learn to deſpiſe what we worthip here be- 
low. The Contempt of Riches is a Change 
of Mind, which does not befal us, but at 
our going out of the World, and entrance 


into Eternity. 
G 4 Do 
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Do you anticipate that Day, and learn 
to know thoſe Truths at prefent, which 
ought to be no leſs known by Chriſtians 
in the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, than they 
are in Hell by the Damned and Devils. 

It is his Judgment, inſpired by God, 
who was the Wiſeſt amongſt Men, That 
to become Happy in this World, we muſt 
- ever keep our ſelves in a certaia middle 
way, wherein being not Rich or Poor, 
we may neither be in want of any thing, 
or have any thing ſuperfluous : and where- 
in being freed from the Diſquiets inſepara- 
bly accompanying Want and Abundance, 
we may live peaceably here, by the Wil- 
dom of our Carriage, and bring it ſo to 
paſs, that after many years of a calm and 
devout life, we may go to enjoy an Eter- 
nity in another Lite, infinitely more de- 
firable. 

Order your Aﬀairs to this end ; Take 
the Pains to ſettle your ſelf in this happy 


way, of having neither more nor leſs than 


is ſufficient for one of your Condition : 
{trive to have enough to make you paſs 
your days with Honour, and in Peace, and 
to aid you in performirg the indiſpenſible 

Duties 
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Duties of Juſtice and Chriſtian Prudence 
towards your ſelf, and thoſe that belong to 
you : have enough to ſatisfie this, but at 
the ſame time keep your {clt from having 
enough to ſatisfie Ambition and your other 
Paſlions. 

The Paſlions are {o many Furies within 
us, which are chained up and laid faſt 
aſleep by Virtue, but are ſoon awaked by 
the ſound and ratling of Silver and Gold : 
They begin to cry out exceſlively, and to 


ſtruggle with their Chains, at the firſt 


perceiving that we have in our Coffters: 
the Means to humour them : the Money 
we tell over, and they ſee lodged in our 
Hands, ſets them into a rage, and they 
are not to be quieted tili we put our ſelves 
out of the capacity of contenting them. 
Reduce your lelt then low by your Alms, 
and [ct that glorious Incapacity be one of 
the Examples and Inheritances you leave 
to your Childien. In a word, take this 
for one of your Maxims, Nec Mendicita- 
tem, nec Devitias ; Neither too much, nor 
wot enough. Theſe are two Evils that 
equally lead to the laſt ot Miſeries, and 
that coming upon us, do Mark us "Y " 
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fatal a Charater as Man can bear in his 
Forehead. 

Do not ſtay to know the Miſeries of a 
Priſon by your own Experience ; inform 
your ſelf well about it, whilſt you have 
your Liberty. Ir is ſufficient, one would 
| think, to have Eyes to look into the Lives 
of the Poor and Rich, to teach us toavoid 
the ever being like to either of them. 

Conſider with your ſelf, that ſhould 
you come to be ſuddenly enriched, and be 
one of thoſe that wears the Title of a 


. great Lord, all the advantage you would | 


get above thoſe of a middle Fortune,would 
be, to have night and morning a great 
Hurry and Trouble round you, to have 
more Flatterers at your Table, more Va- 
nity and Foolery in your Train, more 
Unneceſfaries in your Furniture, more 
Noiſe in your Houle, and Diſquiet in your 
Mind, more Sins in your Conſcience, and 
more to repent of at your Death. 

| Have never {ſo many Thouſands, you 
are not able to purchaſe a ſecond Body ; 
and whilſt you have but one, what need 
have you of two Houſes, of three Tables, 
and much leſs of threeſcore Hands to ſerve 
you 2? The 
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The greatneſs of this Trouble and Ex- 
pence, wherein 1s 1t uſeful, but to others, 
to thoſe that you feed 2 So that you will 
find it very well ſaid of the Wile Man, 
That they who labour moſt for Riches, labour 
leaſt for Themſelves. 

To comprehend this the better, be you 
Judge of a Tryal that happened heretofore 
between a wretched Beggar and a mighty 
Rich man ; Pauper © dives obviaverunt 
fb: : Theſe met one day, as it fell out, be- 
fore a great Audience of People, and di- 
ſputed about the Advantage of their two 
Conditions, which had never been ar- 
oued. 

The Poor man maintained, that hzs de- 
ſerved to be firſt preferred, and took upon 
him to bring the Rich man to conleſs and 
own ſo much himſelt : He asked him, 
which was the moſt eaſie Condition, the 
leſs ſhameful, and the freeſt from giving 
Pain and Trouble, whether to have the 
Care of getting Bread every day for one 
Perſon, or of getting it for threefcore or 
an hundred Mouths. 

Whether to reccive nothing, but by 
the way of-Alms, or to poſlels nothing, 

but 
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but by the way of Rapine and Couze- 


nage. 


eaten up by a Swarm of Servants, who 
= have no other Buſine!s about 
Sus me Come- 

dunt _ dormi- YOU, but to devour you at 

Os your Table, and are ready, 

when therc is nothing left, ro caft your 


Bones out to the Crows, and give up your 


Intereſt to the Rage and |, 


Servis ob/tde- 


or. ec. Terms, Covetouſnels of thole Ene- 


mies that overpower you. 

Whether to be treated with the Name of 
Rogue, and accuſed of Lazinels by a Citt 
zen's gripple Wife, or to be treated with 
the Name of Oppreſſer and Robber, by a 
whole miſerable Countrey, and be put to 
hear the Cries of the Blood and Tears of 
the People, which call to Heaven for 
Vengeance againſt you. 

In concluſion, Which is moſt to be fea- 
red, tobe damned tor the Sins of Beaſts, 
or for the Sins of Devils 2? And of the two 
Atheiſts, which: would be the leſs ſevere- 
ly puniſh'd in Hell, he rhat-did not know 
God-in the time of his Afﬀlidtions, or he 
that knew him nor in the height of his Rt- 
ches.and Proſperity ? ] can- 


Whether to be bitten by Vermin, or | 
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I cannot ſay how this Diſpute was de- 


| cided, but Solomon tells us, that both theſe 


Conditions are the moſt dangerous ones 
that belong to Human Lite : And of two 
ways which lead to an Eternal Unhappt- 
neis, the fatrer is to Le no more valucd 
than the other. One of his Interpreters 
ſays, That there 1s ſcarce any to be found 
in Hell, but ſuch as have kcen either too 


* poor or too rich. 


That voluntary Poverty which is cm- 
braced out of Devotion, and ſupported by 
Grace, 1s to be valued above all Treaſures, 
and is certainly the moſt direct way to 
Heaven. In this Caoleſtial Path we ce a 
number of our Religious Walk, and many 
other holy and exemplary Perſons, who 
follow neaieſt the Steps of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Riches well and witely governed, and 
employ'd with Juſtice and Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, 1s another way, that leads far into 
Sanctity, but a way very hard to hit, | 

Theſe that can keep in it without wan- 
cering, are ſuch of the Elect as are raiſed 
to do great Actions through {ſo viEtorious 
and extraordinary a Grace trom Jclus 
Chriſt, 
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Out of what you have, tho' it ſhould 


prove not to be overmuch, after having 
diſtributed as befits to your Children and 


Family, remember you have Friends that | 


have ſerved you at your need ; remember 
the Poor, who come to you from God, 
and thoſe Guardian Angels that ask a ſmall 
Proportion of you for the Church ; make 
them out little Shares, if it be not in your 
power to do more ; it matters not, you 
may become thus as great a Saint as any 
of thoſe Lords or Ladies, that beſtow their 
Charities never ſo' magnificently ; theſe 
little Parcels, ſmall as they are, will ap- 
pear before God of equal Value to the 
molt Conſiderable Alms ; and theſe dit- 
tering Liberalities will be rewarded alike 
in Heaven. 


MAXIM 
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MAXIM AMI. 


Magnificavi opera mea /Edificavi mihi 
domos : Supergreſſus ſum Opibus Omnes qut 
ante me fuerunt. Fccl. 11. 


PARAPHRAKYE. 


I have built Palaces, I have hoarded up 
Riches, and great have been the Goods in 
my poſſeſſion, I have flouriſh'd in Honours 
and, Dignitics, have lived magnificently, 
and* my Fortune has given Envy to the 
moſt Ambitious ; but I have found at laſt 
that all this was only Afﬀuiction and Vani= 
ty, and that aſolid Mind, enlightned with 
true Wiſdom, can never find its Peace of 
Heart this way. 


REFLECTIONS. 


If it. be your Deftiny to be born of 
Rich Parents, and a igh Family, and if 
Providence has diſpoſed of you to live in 
Splendor and Greatneſs, live aiter that fort, 
but do nor:datmn your Self by it, 

Many 


(oro). 
Many are the Leſſons that Books afford 
to teach how to underſtand this Conditi- 
on, and to govern your ſelf wiſely in it ; 
what I adviſe is, only to keep {till in your 
Mind theſe words of Solomon, Vanitas Va- 
nitatum ; there are a great many ways of 
expounding them, the matrer reſts in hit- 
ting the right ſence ; if there be a Diffi- 
culty to find it ut, there may be however 
fome advantage made by the ſcarching 
into it. Employ your Thoughts a while 
ro this Intent, and withdraw from Com- 
pany ſometimes, to hearken to what your 
Heart will ſay to you on this Subject ; gt 
may inſpire you perhaps with Confidera- 
tions-of more worth than all that you can 
find writren : what I can fay of it to you, 
is but a word or two, which I defire you 
will mind. 
 FVanitas Vanitatum: I believe Solomon's 
Meaning is, That you are the Miſtake 
and Vanity of the World, and the World 
your Miſtake and Vanity : you deceive 
the World, and it cheats you: you are 
proud of its Submiſſions, its Reſpects, 
and the Pains it takes to do you Ho- 
nour ; the” World glories in your favou- 
- rable 
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rable Looks, and in the hopes of the Pro- 


reion you promiſe it. 


Both you and it have learned the fatal 
Secret, how to hinder each from knowing 
the others Treachery, till it be too late to 
remedy, and that you are juſt come to 
periſhing : when you behold the World 
lying at your Feet, and that you obſerve 
its Adorations, with all the ceremontous 
Proteſtations it makes you to be conſtant- 
ly and ever yours : you imagine to meet 
with a Fidelity and Friendſhip out-laſting 
Time : but within three or four days, if 
Fortune grows to be weary of you and 
your Courtthips, and that ſhe comes to 
ſend you the Decree of her Diſgrace, you 
will ſee theſe Adorers flye over to your 
Enemies to adore them, and court the new 
Favourites of this Fickle Fortune to your 
Deſtruction. 

In the like manner the World, when it 
beholds you at the preſent, ſeated in your 
Palace, amidit a throng of Perſons, who 
ſtrive to have the honour to ſpeak to 
you, and (ay ſomething that is pleaſing, 
and when it obſerves the glance only of 
a favourable Eye from you, makes the 
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Joy of all thoſe that are about you, it ima- 
gines to behold a Power able to ſupport 
a Man's Family, and make his Poſterity 
happy for ever, and nothing 1s thought 
too dear with which to merit and pur- 
chaſe your Favour, not even Goods or 
Life. How blind is this Man? in three 
months time he finds you laid ina Tomb, 
and full of Shame, queſtions himſelf, if it 
were on that heap ot Rortenneſsand Duſt, 
that he had built his Hopes and Happineſs, 
and 1f this were the Idol he adored, at the 
coſt of ſo much Sacrifice. 

In ſhort, ſince according to the Teſti- 
mony of your own Conſcience, you are 
made up of no other things but a company 
of falſe Promiſes, of falſe Oaths, falſe Ci- 
vilities, falſe Friendſhips, and falſe Devo- 
tions ; and that the World, on the other 
fide, according to your daily Complaints 
of it, 1s nothing elſe but a Cheat, that 
deceives you. Is it not true, that accor- 
ding to the Dictates of the Holy Ghoft, . 
the right Title ot this World is the Cheat 
of Cheats, the Traytor of Traytors, the 
Seducer above all Hypocrites, the Lie, the 
Error, and the Vanity of Vanities, to gre | 
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that are the wrong way wiſe : Panitas 
Vanitatum & afflittio Spiritus. 

 Wholoever you are that have Riches 
by you, and have, like the Palaces and 
Houſes of Great Perſons, your glorious 
Apartments adorned with precious Mova- 
bles, which you have not a handlom Li- 
berty to part with; coniider them with 
fuch Thoughts as become a clear diſcern- 
ing and noble Soul: act after ſuch a way, 
as that God, who ſees your Furniture and 
Riches, may not ſce any thing 1n you, 
when you have your Eyes and Mind up- 
on them, that faſtens you to the love of 
Creatures, but that which ties you faſter 
fill ro him, and engages you to own, that 
\ he ought to be eternally and infinitely 
loved ; 77bi dixit Cor meum exquifrvit te 


| faces mea : © You know, O Divine Lord 


*of my Lite, that theſe Curioſities and 
* coſtly Adornments are here only out of 
*an Obedience to your Will ; the World 
* gives them the Name of Neceſlaries and 
 *Decencies ; the Saints call them Vanities 
*'and Hinderances ; I call them at this 
*preſent Shadows of your Greatneſs, and 
*Prefents from your Bounty. 
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"tn fine, at the ſight of theſe Ornaments 

which appear 1n your Chamber, be care- 
[ful ro make theſe rwo following RefleQi- 
ons : the Firſt, That you behold the Gate 
which 1s to ler you into your Tomb. 
: That it is in this very Bed that is fo 
richly embroidered Death will come to 
take you, and carry you into another 
Bed, where the crawling of Worms upon 
- your Body will make z very different ſort 
of Works about you. 

The other, That out of your Tomb 
You will paſs into a Paradiſe, of which 
: all that you poſleſs here the moſt precious 
1s but a- poor and dark Reſemblance. 

It is a very ſweet thing to aſpire to 
Heaven from the lownels of Poverty, be- 
cauſe we are ſure that is the neareſt' way 
'thither; but it is no leſs ſiveet to aſpire 
to it from the height of - Proſperity 'and 
Riches, if the Goodneſs of God makes 
you find, that amongſt ſo many Dangers 
in which moſt of the Reprobate have pe- 
. riſhed,, he preſerves you in Holineſs by 
his unmeaſurable-Gtace ; ſuch as is a cer- 
tain Token of the Perſeverance of his Pro- 


tection, and of the Eternity of his Love. 
Thiak 
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Think, that you ſee what a holy Spouſe 
ſaw heretofore, that upon all the Preſents 
God makes you, and all the Goods which 
come into your Houſe, 1s written, He that 
ſends you all thu, expeds you in Heaven : 
Sarge, propera amica mea. You are 
thought of in Paradiſe, make haſte, and 
come away to him that loves you: 
Quicken the time by your Longings and 
your Tears. 

This multirude of good things muſt 
needs forward you beſides, in the acknow- 


kdging your Obligations to the Divine 


Providence ; when you ſee a poor wretch 
lying in the Straw, full of Ulcers and 
Stench, dying with Cold and Huoger, 
what do you ſee but a Glaſs repreſenting 
to you that, which you would or might 
have been your ſelf, had not God had a 


- particular Favour for you. 
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MAXIM XII. 


Vid Servos in equis, & Principes am- 
bulantes Super terram, quaſi ſervos. 
Ecclel. x. 


PARAPHRASE. 


I have ſeen in the Streets of Jeruſalem 
Servants richly clad, and mounted upon 
Horſes of a high value, after whom Prin- 
ces have followed on foot like their Slaves, 
whilſt the People, who lately worſhipped 
them, looked upon them now only with 
Scorn. 


REFLECTIONS. 


When you fee Perſons of mean birth, 
without Wit or Merit, raiſed to a degree, 
to which it was your Right to pretend, be 
not angry. with Heaven, nor do you accule 
Providence ;. bear in.your Mind, that no- 
thing can befit the greatneſs of your Heart 
ſo much, as to have the Power and the 
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Honour to ſuppreſs thoſe Motions in you, 
which Aoger and Envy uſually beget on 
{uch occaſions, 

I own, that theſe are ſmarting Strokes, 
and ſo much the worle, in that they com- 
monly happen contrary to expectation : 
but what appears the molt bitter in them, 
is your being forced to pay an Obedience 
to theſe People, who by Right ought to 
lye at your Feet, and to whom the very 
Beaſts, had they Reaſon, would be aſham'd 
to ſubje themſelves. 

All this I know very well, and yer I 
maintain you are 1n the wrong, if you 
make this your Complaint. Theſe Difor- 
ders have lafted for this Six thouſand 
years; Why do yon wonder at them 2 
Thele are the falſe Steps of blind Chance, 
kt us endure them quietly, and without 
murmuring : Greater Perſons than we 
are, have endured them in other Ages, 
and do (till at the preſent ; and if the Fel- 
lowſhip of the Miſerable be a Confolation 
to thoſe that are ſo, there is not a Misfor- 
tune in the World, that can afford more 
Comforters than this. 25.4 
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How often in a day do we ſce in the | 
Streets of Part, what Solomon ſaw in thoſe 
.of Jeruſalem, | Servos in equis, & principes | 
ſuper terrum 2 How often do we flee on | 
the Backs of ſtately Horſes, or ſeated in 
ſplendid Coaches, certain Creatures, whoſe 
.Due it would be rather to carry or draw 
thoſe Perſons of Honour, they meet in 
their way walking on foot 2 How many 
are there amonglit the Supplicants, who 
come before the Courts of Juſtice to beg 
Redreſs, that would deſerve to fit in the 
Place of thoſe Robes they worſhip 2 In 
the Temples of | our Religion, how many 
learned and holy Prieſts do give: the In- 
cenſe to-ſome ignorant and faulty Church- 
man, ſeated under a State? How many 
great-men-/in every ſtation are left to ſhitt 
4n-thedark, without Employment, Credit, 
or:Reputation 2? TLC DIE an002 
You'may perhapsbe cne of theſe;whom 
.Ccroſs: Fate: will not ſuffer to be minded, or 
Jo muchias-to be taken notice of to live: 
\Wihat'does'ir concera you, though if ' you 
be;known iti Heaven, where more honou- 
rable' matters. are deſigned you, than all 
that your Deſires have ever aimed at with- 
«out Succeſs> _ [a 
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In ſuch Occaſions as theſe, never go to 
make Complaints amongſt your Friends, 


but go and apply your ſelt to God, an1 


communicate every thing to this Adora- 
ble Comforter ; He will reach you to un- 
derſtand, that you are not leſſened by the 
exaltation of thoſe Men, but would be 


moſt ſhametully debaſed by your telf, in 


ſuffering the Dilquiets and Vexations of 


Envy to enter into your Heart ; for theſe 


interiour Pains would be your Conteſfion, 
that their Proſperity outweighed your 


Virtue, and that they were happier in the 


Eſteem of Fools that ſought to them, than 
you are 1n your Approach to God, who 
comforts you, and knows your 'Merit. 
Have a care, at the time of this {weet.and 


glorious Commerce, you ſhew not* any 


Belief, that what is beſtowed on unworthy 
Perſons and Sinners can deſerve ro be ani- 


bitioned by a Man of True Honour: 


Learn-to underſtand, that this:is a/mat- 
ter ficter for your derifion, than to become 
your Affliction and Trouble ; Thinkawtar 
paſles'in China, when their! Pagan Prietts 


(go to. a Carver's:Shop to chule an Idol: 
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If they meet with a Majeftick Statue, | 


and ſo curious a Figure as may deferve to 
be put in the Rank of one of their gods, 
they contemn it, and leave it there ; but 
if they find one that is ill cut, and 1s ridi- 


culous, deformed, and monſtrous, they | 


give any Money for ſuch a one, and ſet it 


up in their Temples for a Divinity. See | 


if this be not the ſame that the World 
does, and then conſider whether the Con- 
tempt of ſuch blind Worſhippers be worth 
your trouble. 

In ſhort, when you perceive the firſt 
aſſault of Sadneſs on ſuch occaſions, go 
and apply your ſelf to Wiſdom it felt, and 
ſtrive to do it in ſuch a manner, as that 
you may deſerve to be both informed and 
comforted by 1t. 

It will tell you, that whilſt Sinners 
grow in Power and Wealth, you loſe not 
a1y jot of that degree, which your noble 
Mind and juſt Actions give you above 
them, in ſpight of all their Advantages ; 
it-will tel]-you, that the Stars, which ſeem 
to be under Mens Feet in the Day-time,! 
are in that ſtation infinitely higher placed 
than Men, being they are nearer ”_ 

2; an 
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| and that they are far ſuperiour to all that 
is great and beautiful in the World, ſince. 
at the time of their lowneſs they remain 
ſtill fixed to their Firmament. 

You will be told further, That it hurts 
| not Gold to lye hidden in the Mine, whilſt 
| Vanes of Braſs are on the tops of Palaces : 


| | That Gold remaining in the loweſt Caverns 


of the Earth fails not to be the King of 
| Metals : That a Holy and Knowing Man, 
| hid in a Cave, and left within a Defart, 
| ceaſes not to be Lord over theſe poor, 
proud, and contemptible Spirits, that are 
| worſhiped in a Country, through Faction 
| and Hypocrifie, 


MAXIM 
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MAXIM XIV. 


Unus quiſque in arte ſua, Sapiens eſt. 
Eccleſ, xxxvii, 


PARAPHRASE. 


Every Man is wiſe when he undertakes 
that Calling which Providence and Nature 
have pleaſed to aſſign him. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Have you a mind to be a Happy and a 
Great Man ? Be then, when you delibe- 
rate about the Condition you are to ſettle | : 
in, clear Gghted enough, if it be poſlible F - 


to find out that, which 1s moſt proper for | 


you, and ſuits beſt with your Geantus. 
 Beſtre you chuſe well : mind-and look 

deep into your ſelf; penetrate into that 

which is moſt ſingular in your Perſon; 


examine your inward Motions, your [n- | - 


clinations, the moſt ſecret Intimations of 
your Heart: ſtrive to know which way 
your Inſtint would guide you, and tv 
BH | What 
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what Heaven and Nature calls you. In a 
word, underſtand well what you are, and 
let not your Talent of a Man born for 
great Actions, be buried under the quality 
of a Tradeſman or Merchant, a thing 
which happens too often amongſt People 
of ail Nations. There is not a Country 
in which Men of great value have not 
been ſuffered to live and dye, without any 
notice being taken of their Worth, and 
without ſo much as their own knowing 
any thing of ir, becauſe they have been 
put to thoſe Profeſſions, where their Merit 
and Genius could not be ſhewn. 

The ' loſs of great Men happens in all 
parts; and that which appears the worſt 


1n it, is, that no Perſon 1s concerned atir, 


becauſe they do not know that they. have 


loſt, or-ever had ſuch. 


Obſerve, that God is not only the In- 


ſtituter- and [nventer, but alſo the Diſtribu- 


ter of our Employments: and Profeſſions ; 


atleaſt, it is his Providence takes care os 


chuſe out, in every Country, Perſons that 


'are capable to perform them : His: Choice 
1seffeted, by conferring from thew Birch, 


_— parts upon them, as ' are proper ro 


make 
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make them ſucceed, and become excellent 
in their ways. Obſerve further, that there 
is; not a Man amongſt us, who can do Ser- 
vice and Honour to the Commonwealth 
in any great meaſure, but ſuch a one as 
Chance,or the Judicious Choice of Parents 
has fixed in thoſe Employments, for which 
the Divine Wiſdom had marked him 
out. 

It is not to be doubted, but that there 
1s in every City, and in all other parts of 
the World, numberleſs Talents and emi- 
nent Gifts beſtowed by Nature on many 
young Men, which deſtine them to be. 
come one day great Captains, Prelates, 
Magiſtrares, Doctors, Architets, or Pain- 
ters, every one fit to become admirable in 
his way, and to purchaſe Honour to his 
Country. | 

But as it falls out unluckily, either for 
want of opportunity or by the folly of 
young People, or the blindneſs of thoſe 
that ſhould be the Guides of Youth, every 
one pitches upon a Condition that does not 
belong to him. He rakes a Sword into his 
Hand, who was born to be a Painter ; the 
other, who was made to be an _ 

Oh, 
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following his Father's Steps, turns Mer- 
chant ; a third becomes a Prelate, who 
would have made a great General in the 
| Field. Tt falls out allo in Countries where 
Providence had moulded in its Hands, and 
fitted many Men with ſuch excellent Qua- 
lities, as would promiſe high things, that 
there appears nothing ſo rare to be {cen as 
| a Man of Parts, or a Maſter-piece of 
Knowledge among(t them. The greateſt 
| part of our Palaces and curious Cloſets 
| are made rich only by the Works of An- 
tiquity ; the little that remains to be ad- 
| mired in theſe times,are but the Leavings 
of our Anceſtors, and they ſeem to be fal- 
len into our Hands only to reproach us 
with the Sterility and Poverty of our 
Age. 
There are Great Men at this preſent, 
but the Greatneſs of many of them does 
not appear : There are ſuch Preſents fronz 
Heaven, and ſuch precious Plants, but as 
Misfortune would have it, they have 
ſprung up in the Woods, and have been 
left to grow wild under Oakes, and 
amongſt the Shrubs, ſo that they can bear 
only harſh and bitter Fruit. Oyr Age is 
; nor 
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not to be accuſed. of. Barrennels for this, 
nor the Ages of the Auguſlus's and the 
Alexander's: to, be_ preferred before. it ; 
what, Shame there 1s in this Poiat, is to be 


attributed to the Negligence or Blindneſs W# 


of ſuch as ought. ro have diſcovered 
them. = 

But ſome will ask mes, where there 1s 
an. Achilles, a Virgil, a Cicero, a Cato, an 
Ariſtotle, a Raphael, a Michael Angelo in 
our days; iny Anſwer is, That theſe Ar- 
chite&s, theſe Orators, theſe Poets, Philo- 
ſophers, Heroes, and all theſe new Won- 
ders of the World that you ask for, are at 
the preſent where were heretofore the 
great Princes and Popes, Martzanus, Juſtin, 
Agathocles, Benedid XI, Sixtus V, before 
they were raiſed to the Throne ; they are 
13 our Shops, or elſe 1n our Villages, poor 
Shepherds, keeping of Sheep, but we 
know them not, nor do they know them- 
ſelves. 
_ It looks as if only Chance could diſco- 
yer and find out thele Rareties; yet Man's 
Induſtry, heightned with a Zeal for the 
Publick Good, would certainly go a great 
way init: Would Stateſmen apply them- 


(elves | 
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ſelves to find out the means, that none of 
theſe Men of great Parts, provided by 
Nature for us, ſhould be loſt, there would, 
$ithout queſtion, be made no little diſco- 
IE of them : and, What could prove a 
| greater Service tothe Commonwealth 2 

The way was known heretofore to find 
out the moſt valiant and fam'd Souldier 
of the old times, when he was clothed like 
a Girl, and that he knew not himſelf to 
be other than ſuch, but thought to live 
ever asa Woman. The ways were found 
to diſcover, under the Habits ot poor 
Shepherds, the famous Pars, the Grand 
Cyrus, and the moſt admirable King of 
\ Judea ; had they lived {till 1a that way, 
what would they have been 2 We admire 
them now, after Two or Three thouſand 
years are paſſed, becauſe they were em- 
ploy'd in their Calling, and that they 
reigned ; if every one thould be put to 
do what is truly his Vocation, how happy 
would the World be, and how many Ex- 
cellent Men,and what Maſterpieces of Art 
would there appear 1n it ! 


k, ' 
ty 


Io 


(228) 

In coneluſion, Vnuſquiſque in arte ſua, 
ſapiens eſt : No Man will become ſuffi: 
cient and able, but in the Profeſſion that 
belongs to him. When Agathocles in his 
young days followed his Father's Trade of 
making Earthen Pots, he was a meer 
Rogue, good for not hing, an inſupportable 
Brute, able to ruin his Father by his want |} 
of Skill in that Calling, and want of In- 
clination to It. Agathocles was born to 
reign; a ſtrange Change ! no ſooner had 
Fortune raiſed -him to the Throne, bur 
that he proved one of the greateſt and 
the wiſc{t Rings that ever ruled 1 in Si 
CY. 
Another King, il] verſed in the Art of 
Reigning, whole Grandtather had been a 
Shoemaker, paſting by the Shop of one 
of that Trade, where'a young Man «i 
Birth and Wit was forced to work for a 
Livelihood, and perceiving that he did no 
handle his Tools well, did laugh at him, 
and ſaid he would undo his Maſter wit 
the {poil'of Leather ; 7 uw very true, (aid 
the young Gentleman Shoemaker, of eve- 
” one were at hs right Trade, 1 ſhould Th 
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he the boſs of Leather, nor you the bofs of 
Cites, and the ruin of your Country. 


I own, That Nature does commonly 


produce great and noble Souls, endowed 


with Excelling Qualities, in Perſons of 
High birth, but ſhe does not always tye 
her ſelf to this. On the other ſide there 
rarely appears in Perſons of Quality any 
great Talent for the making them emi- 
nent in the Arts: all that I can aſſure, is, 
That the Man who follows his true Cal- 
ling never fails to be wiſ*; and that one 
of the choice Sayings of Solomon is , Unuſ- 
quiſque' in arte ſua, Sapiens eſs. | 


MAXIM XV. 


Multi Amici fs ut bi & Conf, fiariu fit 
tibi unus' de Mille. FEcclel. vi. 


ww 


PARAPHRASE. 


Few Children, fewer Servants, and an 
abundance-of Friends, make ne Golden 
Number, containing what readers a Fami- 
ly chiefly happy. 


/ 


{2 There” 


— 
There are Diſcaſes in the Body, which. 
 JThorten its Mortal Life ; thereare ſuch in 
the Soul, as make its Immortality unhap- 
Py : the Cure for both 1s, a true and con- 
ftant Friend, but to get him you muſt 
tear God. 


REFLECTIONS. 


The enjoyment of a number of Friends 
15 one of our Felicities, and ought to be 
placed in the firſt Rank of them : the Wit 
fix their Hearts on this Bleſſing, and che- 
riſh it equally with their Lives. With:- 
out Friendſhip even our Immortal Lite 
would: be but a Shadow of. Living, or but 
a beginning of a Death, that would never | 
came to anend : Amicus fidelis medicamen- 
tum vite, 3 immortalitatis; A faithjul | 
Priend is a Medicine of Life and Immorta- 
lity, \ays Solomon. 

Have Friends, find them out, but do not 


purchaſe them ; a bought Friend is com | - 


monly” one, only in outward ſhew. 
.....Fhe way to get Friends, is, not to make || 
them conrinual viſits, and feck to. them || * 
with importunity ; do not you run after | 
.them ; ſtay for them. The ſame = | 
6 | + 
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be ſaid of Friendſhip, which I have ſaid 
before of Honour and Reputation ; Theſe 
are Shadows,not to be ſtopped by a Man's 
purſuit and endeavours to ſeize on them. 
The Skill lies in attraAting them ; car- 
ry your ſelf in ſuch ſort at your times of 
Cenverſation, that your Soul may diſco» 
ver many Excellencies in it, fit to pleaſe 
Almighty God, but not the leaſt Vanity, 


'or Care to be pleaſing to Man. 
'' The ſole Counſel that Wiſdom gives 
you 1n this occaſion, is to live 1n your own 


Houle, and every where elfe, like a Man 
of Honour and Conſcience, and to edifie 


Company by your way of converſing 


with them; a Way that may ſhow you 
all commendable, and fill the Hearts of 
thoſe that know you, with Deſire to me- 


rit your Friendſhip. Look up ro Heaven, 
ſeek after God, and aim in your Deſires 


to pleaſe him: True Friends will foon 


| come and ſeek after you ; and they will 
teach yon to know, that Virtue, which 


links together the Hearts of worthy Men, 


"154 Chain Deſtiny cannot break, nor Time, 
nor Death, no, nor Eternity. 


©. Do 
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Do as 1 tell you ; love, and make your 


ſelf fit to be beloved : have the feweſt 
Flatterers, and the moſt Friends that you 
can poſlibly ; - Iſay, the moſt : your Glo- 
ry and Advantage i in this Point lics nor in 
engaging by your Civilities and. Preſents 
_ two or three Perſons to tove you: therc 
is nota Thief, or any Wicked Man, . that 
has not two or. three Friends of this nNa- 
ture. It is by thegreat numbers of thoſe 
that love and eſteem us, that we are to be 
diſtinguiſh'd irom the Baler fort. 

_ Trne it 15, to have a great many Confhi- 
dents is dangerous : Conſilzarius fit- tibi 
unus, de mille ; Have but. one, fays Solo- 
2y0n, to, have two goes far. But | as for 
true Friends, their number cannot be too 
great, nor ſcarce ſufficient. There is not 


a Man of. Worth, that does not merit and. 


defire to have more than he has. Aim to 
arrive at that degree to which, Joſephs 


Virtue carried him ; this lovely Pcrion. 
was 1n the cer ter as the Court, amongit 


Princes, Stateſmen, Philc ſophers, and.the 
Prime Men of / the Worid, the ſame. he 
was in Prilon, amongit Thieves and Mur- 


derers ; he was every where the Beloved 


of. 
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of all that ſaw him.. - A fo well by th 
Perfection of your Wit and Nature, and 
ſhew a Heart ſo obliging end magnant- 
mous, as that of all thoſe that know you, 
although many be not truſted with your 
Secrets, yet none may want an [nclinati- 
on to ſerve you, but count themlelves 
happy to meet with-rhe occaſion. | 
You muſt not think ſuch Perſons unne- 
ceſlary to you, becauſe you abound in 
Wealth, or that they therefore may . be 
(pared : deceive not your ſelves, ye great 
ones of the World ; the higher and more 
powerful you are, the more need have 
you of ſuch Seconds to ſupport your 
Power, and ſupport your Spirit, which 
muſt droop and fink when 1t is left alone. 
It is true, according to P/atos Opinion, 
that our Soul is immortal independently 
of other Souls, but not impaſſible nor in- 
vulnerable. 

Man's Soul, though divine, yy Come | 


from Heaven, finds it ſeit entangled in 


ſtrange 0 eafions; during the days of its 
morral lite ; a Traveller Joſt in the Night 
n a Deſarr, without a Guide; a Prifoner 


in the Dungeon, without Comforter, Cre- 


I 4 Git. 
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dit, or Counſel; a' Sick-man 1n the Straw, 
without Phyſician ; -a Dying one- on the 

round; without Prieſt or Sacrament ; a 
dead Corps'on the Dunghull, abandoned, 
unburied, and deprived of the Due'ot be. | 
ing covered with a little Earth, and of the 
Tribute of a few Tears. — — + — 

— Tlamentatus atque inſepultus quaſi Ca- 
daver putridum. ' All this 15 the Image of | 
our Spirit, when it is left to it ſelf alone ; 
ſo that it may ſay with fob, Strangers 
perſecute me, Servants fly from me, my Bro | 
thers know"me not, and I can ſee no Friend 

that T' have left, the Beſt looks on me with | 
horror.” Et quem maxime diligebam, aver- 
ſatus eſt a me. 

In a' word, it concerns you''to: make 
your ſelf be beloved ; the Helps you may 
expect from thoſe that love you, are little 
leis in number than the days you have to 

ive: *Of theſe days, ſays the Wiſe-man, 

*fome will be painful, and ſome will be 
*gays of reſt: Some will be days of Fears, 

of | Dangers, 'Misfortunes, and Deſpairs, 
ethers will 'bring Hope; Proſperity, and 
Succels ; but all theſe days, without diſtin- 

Eton, will be days of Affliction, if _ 
| {6 | cit 
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left alone; whereas'if you enjoy your 
Friends,they: will bedays of Happineſs:and 


Comfort. 
What has happened to our Forefathers, 


and happens yet every day, will befal you. 


|. Attimes 'of Adverſity we feel not half 


our Pain, when others ſhare in the ſenſe 
of it, and are afflicted with us : at times 
of Proſperity our Joy is never perfect,un- 
til it be communicated, and that we fee 
it conveyed into the Looks and Hearts. of 
thoſe that love us. It 15 even more ſatis- 


fying to noble Minds, to weep in a time 


of mourning, whilſt F 'riends mingle their 
Tears with ours, than to rejoice at a hap- 
py Succels, when we have no body to im- 
part it to, that can be rouched with the 


lame ſenſe, and be unſeignedly Pw 
with what we tell them. 


Value thoſe Perſons infinitely, who feel 


your Sorrows and your Joys, who intereſt 
-themſelves, as much as you do 1a all-your 
Afﬀairs, and in all your Dangers ; value 
-them, for the World ends 20k any thing 
ſo rare : common it is enough: to have 


Friends, each man. has a' quantity of them, 


"but for what-arc they good? will they not 


prove, 
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os in the day of Battel, a company of 
eſerters and Fugitives, and be like-a Hock 
of Pigeons ? At the leaft noiſe of Afi. 
dion coming upon you, where is that 
faithful and inſcparable one, that will ſtick 
faſt by you? whereis the Eagle that dreads 
no Thunder ? | 
In ſuch Conjun&tures a Man may be 
faid, to forfake even himſelf ; you are a 
great and an able Man, you have much 
mſight into the Aﬀairs and Dangers of the 
Stare; and into thoſe of your Neighbours, 
yet are you blind 1n Matters that touch 
your felt :* no ſooner are you lelt alone in 
what nearly concerns you, and that you 
have no'perſon to conlult with,” except 
zour ſelf, but your Underſtanding i 1s Quite 
at a loſs, all your Reaſonings prove Errors 
and Miſtakes, and like a fick Phyſician, 
what you do for your Cure helps you on- 
ly to periſh the ſooner. , In a word, Mult; 
Amici ſint tibi, & conſt liarius fit hs UNUS 
ae mille : Have a thouſand Friends. lays 
the Wiſe-man, and" out” of them one Confs 


dent.. 
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MAXIM XVL 


Faita ſum Coram eo, quaſt pacem reperiens. 
Cant. vul.- 


PARAPHRASE., 

I-have met with Peace, when I was 
brought to contemplate my Spoule,in the 
condition he was in on: Monnt Calvary, ba- 
thed in his Blood, and-1in: the condition he 
now 15, lodged in the Boiom of God his 
Father, whilſt he produces a: Love as an- 
cient as himſelf, and no lets lating. 

By the one I know, . that he loves: me 
infinitely ; by the other, that he wiil ever 
love me, and that [have reaſon to begin 
to enjoy an inviolable Peace 1n ti.s low 
World, . fince I expe to enjoy one 1n 
Heaven above, that thall lalt-as long. as 
God's Eternity. : 


REFLECTIONS. 
Although : my Conſcience gives me no + 
great Reproaches, ſay. you, I have not yet 
that Peace you teak of ;;my Ecars are in 
the 
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the ſame eaſure they were before, when 
T lived'in Hilbitler'; - all my Devotions, Ay- 
Neffies and Alms change not the Decree 
of God Almighty' $ Juſtice, nor the Purpo. 
ſes of his Providence : How canT tell, but 
that fam onein the number of the Repro- 
bate? It would be requifite, to make me 
enjoy a perfe& Quier, you could bring 
me the News, That my Name 1s written 
in the Book' of Life, and an Eternal Place 
marked out for me, amongſt the Bleſſed, 
In'a\ word, Shall I go to Heaven? God 
ktiows this already, I would fain know it 
too; T wiſh ſome one might tell it me cer- 
rainly, by the appointment of Him,whoſe | 
Mercy and Juſtice have written all theſe 
-Fruths in his Mind before the Creation of 
the World. 
* The Anſwer I can give you to this, is 
only the ſame that the great St. Gregory 


gave to a Lady very eminent in quality | 


-and devotion : this Lady, diſquieted with 
'Care, that ordinarily befals Holy Souls, 
writ to that illuſtrious Prelate, who was 
her Director, and deſired to know of him, 
Whether her Sins were forgiven her, and 
*whether ihe might be at quict couching her 
"Salvation, - Od What 
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What . St. Gregory anſiyer'd_ her, with 


great Reſpect and Sincerity, was this; 
Quod vero Duicedo-tua ſuis in Fpiſtolis ſug 


N 


junxit, ſe mihi importunam fore, &c. Toy 


threaten me, Madam, \aid he, that you will 
never leave writing to me, till ſuch time as 
God ſhall have revealed to me, that your 
Sins are pardoned, and that the Divine 
Mercy has pronounced the Decree of your 
Predeſtination : the Trouble you ſhould give 
your ſelf in writing to this end, would prove 
altogether ineffeftual : to prevent it, and 
give you Comfort, I am ready to ſend you a 
preſent Anſwer. There are two Truths re- 
lating to your (QUueſtion, of which Tcan give 
you my aſſurauce, they are theſe ; the firſt, 
That I am too great a Sinner to be one 0 
thaſe to whom God lays open the Books of his 
Eternal Science, or to whom he ſends bis 
Angels and Prophets with Orders to declare 
the Secrets of his Providence. The ſecoud, 
That the Account which you would have of 
"the Certainty of your Salvation, muſt con- 
duce more to your Harm than to your Com- 
fore, Perpende, quaſo dulcifiima fila : 
Confider, I pray, my dear Daughter, that 
Security is the Mother of Negligence, and 
| that 
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that you run the danger of having your Fey- 
vour abate, and:\to grow cold in the Exer- 
ciſes of a Devout Life, when you become too 
ſure of your Recompence : Mater e negli- 
gentiz ſolet elje {ecuritas. 

St. Gregory, you will tell me, ſaid very 
well ; but that deſirable Favour I would 
pretend to, ſay. you, if I durſt, were to 
have God, at the ſame time he lets me 
know I am marked out tor Paradi'e; be- 
. ſtow the Gitt upon me out of. his Gogd- 
neſs, that { ſhould nevet. abuſe this Know: 
ledge. 

[This would be an extraordinary Favor, 
_ fay you, but not without Example; Ir 
was granted to Abraham, as I have read, 
to whom God formally declared, That he 
was 1n the firſt: Rank of the Ele : Abra- 
ham; ſaid -he to him, 7 know thee; becauſe 
thou doſt belong to me, and that thou ſhalt 
everlaſtingly beling to me, , Something to | 
this effe& he ſaid allo to Zſaac, to Faces, 
to Ms/es upon the Mountain, . and: to the 
Prophet Feremtiah 1n his Mothers: Womb ; 
that happy Infant knew he was elected be- 
fore he was born ; all the Apoſtles beſides 
knew. certainly, . that. they were of this: 
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number : Rejoice ye, ſaid our Saviour to, 
them, for your names are written in eas 
ver, Our Bleſſed Lady, St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, St. John the Evangeliſt, St. Paal, 
and many others in times tollowing, have 
learnt, from his own Mouth, or by the 
means of his Angels, that they were ex- 
pected in Heaven, and tiat their Crowns 
were there ready prepared for them. 
St. Therejia, atter having ſeen the place. 
was deſtin'd tor h<r in Hell, had ſhe not 
been drawn out of the Wor id vy the moſt 
powerful Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, had 
the Comfortand Happineſs to ice the place 
ſhe was to poſſes in' Paradiſe. What a. 
Joy, what a Bleſſing is this! and whictx, 
way, fay you turther, can a Man be at a 
moments quiet in tie time of tais MortaF; 
Life, unleſs we could know from God, by 
ſome miraculous means, that he, to whom 
we have conſecrated our ſelves, and whe. 
poſſeſſes us-now, as the Purchaſe of his. 
Blood, and rhe Inheritance of his Love ©, 
will not ſuffer any Power of the World, or 
Hl, to raviſh us out of his Hands, to our. 
Eternal Miſery. 


You . 
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You are in a Miſtake, O Chriſtian, we 
may receive this Heavenly Comtort and 
Joy without the help of Revelation or any 
miraculous Apparirion : it is not at allre- 
quiſite, that God ſhould ſpeak or appear 
to you, it will be ſufficient if you can love 


him as the Saints have done before you : | 


This Love will produce an interiour Voice 
within you, or a ſupernatural Inſtind : 
St. Panl calls it a Teſtimony of the Holy 
Ghoſt imprinted on our Hearts ; St. Au- 
guſtin, a Ray of the Glory of Paradiſe, 
which breaks forth ia ele&ed Souls, du- 
_ ring the height and tranſports of their 
Fervor. Give it what name you pleaſe, 
I ſay, it is a Divine Help, which diſperſes 
and drives away all the black Glouds, all 
the Fears and monſtrous Diſquiets of your 
Imagination, and like the dawning of a 
bright day; brings a Serenity, and begets 
in you a Certitude of your Salvation, in- 
dependent of any Revelation - or Pro- 
——ICLAIEE 

True it is, that you will not ſay formal- 
ly. what the Hereticks do, and what cannot 
be.ſaid without the higheſt Pride and Bla- 
iphemy ; My Name, 7 am certain, is writ- 
$4 , zen 


P—E=—_Y i BE. == ith... —_ 


. (143) 
ten and ſet- down among} the names of the 
Saints. But you may:fay that which true 
Love made St. Paul, and other bleſted Per- 
ſons, ſay, who loved m pertefion, My 
Certainty is, that neither Death nor Life, 
Poverty nor Riches, nor the Torments and 
Cruelties of Tyrants, the Promiſes and 
| Hatteries of the World, nor, in fine, all the 
force of Hell, ſhall ever ſeparate me from 
the Charity of Feſus Chriſt : Certus ſum ; 
I am certain of it, and am not more aſſured 
that T am alive at thy preſent, than I am 
aſſured, by the help of Grace, to continue 
faithful to my God, as long as ever my Heart 
can breath. Donec ſupereſt halitus in 
me, & Spiritus Dei in Naribus mew. 
© Tt 15% moſt horrible and fintul Prefum- 
ption,which makes the proudly-conceited 
of their Piety ſay, © I know certainly, that 
'God has been pleaſed to write me down 
#11 the number of his Ele&t, and that I 
"cannot fail to-go to Heaven. But it 1s a 
| holy love that ſpeaks when you ſay, © I will 
' love my God even to Death; Death, 
©Time, nor Eternity ſhall not part me 
* from him : Etzam fi me ecciderit,Sperabo 
in eu, 
K What 
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What Pride utters, 1s a moſt horrid 
Boldneſs' and Blaſphemy, ſince it under. 
takes to tell that which lies the moſt hid.- 
den in the Breaſt of God: To be abk to 
ſay, without the help of Revelation,whoſe 
| Names He has written ſecretly and eter- 
nally in his Heart by a gratuite Election, 


is to be no leis than God. The Saying of | 
Love is a holy Truth, and an humble Ado. | 


ration of the Mercy and Grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt, inaſinuch as this ſpeaks only of the 


Vow you have made to love God, and of | 
the perpetual and irrevocable Reſolutions | 
and Decrees of Holineſs, which your ſelf 


has written within your Conſcience. 
Look altogether upon theſe Vows which 
your Love has created, and do nos amuſe 
your ſelf in reaſoning upon Circumſtances, 
as thoſe do who firlt begin to love, and 
who, by making compariſons and ſcru- 
pulous Refle&ions,entertain ſuch Diſquiets 


as drive them into a dark Labyrinth, out | 


of which they can find no iſſue. 

When you are arrived at the degree of 
a'fervent Love, you will be far from exa- 
mining what the Succeſs of that Love 
may be;-and from hearkening to the F m 
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ind Anxicties of your blind and timerous 
Fancy. 

Being in this ſtate, you will know the 
News of your Happineſs, without your 
ſaying, I know it : you will not anſwer 
for any thing, but your Conftancy and 
Perſeverance in making good the Promi- 
les, of which Grace and fumili ty ba 
been the ini piring Authors, and not Prc C= 
ſumption. . You will rcjoice bolily with- 
n, without queſtioning or informing Your 
ſelf which way you come to know VOU 
ſhall be conſlant : and although in reality 
go Voice ſhall tell you this, yet you wall 
be as ſccure, and as muci at eaje in the 
midſt ofall the dangers that ſhall furround 
you, as 1t Prophets and Angels had told 
K, you. 

You will not hear any Voice that will 
declare this to you, but you will become 
(en{ible, that the Inſtin& or ſecret Tefti- 
mony, of which St. P2«/ (peatrs, 1 is a-kind 


of thing more certain than Viizons, clea- 


rer than Revelations and Prophecies, Gvee- 
ter than the Confolations and Aliurances 
you can receive from your ſpiritual D:re- 

K 2 ctors, 
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ors, and, 1n fine, more ſtrong and power- 
ful than all your Fears. 

Amoneglt all the Examples you fee of 
ſuch as fall from their Virtue, and in the 
heigach of the Reports of fo many repro- 
bated Perſons, as are {ounded in your Ears 
from all parts, able to make the Boldeſt 
tremble, yougſhall enjoy the Peace of the | 
Elect. 

Your Solicitude will not be to queſtion 
or make Doubts, whether you ſhall go to 
Heaven, or not, but will grow from the 
tediouſnels and length of years, and the | 
delays that put off the happy day in which 
you are to ſee your Beloved, You will | 
not beg of the Angels, to let you know, 
whether you ſhall bear them company 
one day in the Heavenly Feruſalem, and 
whether there be a place appointed for you 
there ; but to let you know when you | 
ſhall come thither, on what day, at which 
hour. O blefled Spirits ! whea will this | 
be? Ye poſlielſs already him whom I ſeek, 
and whom you love ; O Angels, I love as | 
well as you, and cannot live without my 
God,yet all this while I ſee him not : Ad 
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juro vos filiz Feruſalem ; 1 conjure you, O 
Daughters. of Fernſalem, to take pity on 
my Love, and tell me when I ſhall eater 
into the Glorious Palace of my Spouſe, 
into the very place of that adri7:\/ Ta. 
beraacle, into the very Arms and Zviom 
of him who is the Objef of my Sighs and 
Fears. 

You will look upon Heaven as an Inhe- 
ritance that belongs to you, and will fay 


| with David, Letatus ſum in his que diila 


ſunt mihi. © I have heard a Divine Voice 
whiſper to my Heart, which has left theſe 
© few words imprintedin it, That we ſhall 
* £0 into the Houle of God, and that after 
©a moment or two of Labour and Af. 


* tion we ſhall pet out of this Valley of 
© Tears, and Region of Death, to be cran- 
©ſported to the Habitation of Lite and 


© Immortality, where our Bliſs and Enjoy- 


* ment will be no leſs eternal than He is 
© whom we love. 


_ Here you ſee what has been ſaid and 


'thoug# by ſuch perions as have been 1n 


Your condition, and by what means they 
*have raiſed themſelves above the power of 


. Hell, and above all the Fears and Diſquicts 


& 3 that 
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that torment the Weak and Puſilanimous, 
In.a word, if:you be aſſured that you have 
a Good Will; ſhut not that Peace out of 
your Heart, which has been promiſed you 
from Heaven by theſe words ; Pax homi- | 
uibus bone voluntatis. 


— —_— 


MAXIM XVIL 


Mulierem fortem quis inveniet 2 procul 
& de altimis finibus terre pretium' ejus. 


 PARAPHRASE. 


It is not meant here, that there 1s not a 
ſtrong Woman' in the World, but that 
there is not the Man»who 1s wiſe and hap- 
py enough to find her out ; fo hard it is 
to diſtinguiſh her from other Women, 
that diſguiſe themſelves, and deceive: the 
Eyes of ſuch as are the cleareſt ſighted. 

It there;be thoſe notwithſtandi@' that 
will attempt the learch of her, ſee here her 
Figure, which I preſent them with, as a 
help to kaow-her. They will judge by it, 
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n-my opinion, that if they were to go as 
far as the Zrdzes to learn News of this 
Lady, ſhe would deſerve rhe Pains, 2ndto 
have the Voyage undertaken for her alone, 
rather than for that number of rhings 
tetched from thence, infinitely lefs rare 
and prectous. 


REFLECTIONS. 


It is not to be doubtedgbut that among{t 
the Felicities of this Lite, one of che molt 
defirable to Man, is to have Plenty, Or- 
der, and Peace (ctrled in his Family. 

The Duty of efteting this Settlement 
belongs particularly to the Wife, the Ho- 
nour and the Obligation of the Husb:nd 
diſpoſe of him wholly to the ſervice of the 
Common-wealth, to wioſe Benefit he de- 
dicates his Time and Pains, and by his ex- 
cellent Qualities comes to merit one of the 
principal Places in the government of it. , 

Theſe two Employments have heen al- 
ſigned by Providence to the Maſter and 
Miſtreſs of that Family of which Sol/rmon 
ſpeaks in the laſt of his Proverbs : both. 
the one and the other carry chemſt1ves 
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aſter (uch a manner, as make the Angels 
admire at the Grace which enlightens and 
enables them'; and Men are at a loſs to 
reckon which'ot the Pair deferves the beſt 
Preterence. | 
It is certainly an admirable Sight to be- 
22 7 hold this augutt Peer aws- 

Nobilts in piptis » Es 
wircjus quanio $:- Ing the People into their 
crit cam Senarori- | Duty, or to fee him pre- 

fide in an Aſſembly of Se- 
natorsat a time, when the Frame of ti: 
State 1s ſhaken,” and in diſorder ; and yet 
ſuch as conſider the Carriage of the Wite 
at home in her Palace, ſee thoſe things 
which make a no leſs glorious appearance 
in their Eyes: they are not to be diſtin- 
ouih'd one from another. The Character 
which they receive from the general Voice, 
ſays, That their Examples regulate all the 
Actions of their fellow- Citizens, and that 
they equally ſhare, by their Merit, in all 
the Praiſes and Admiration of their Coun- 
try. 
_ - See here the firſt Lines of their Figures, 

which the Wile-man has drawn to pretent 
to {uture times, and to confute the Com- 
plaints and  Tears' of ſuch as lay to 
RTTBOTE | _ Heaven 
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Heaven the ill Succeſs of fbeir Mar- 


riage. 
Fhis Woman, who is all Obedience to 
her Husband, reigns in her Houſe at. the 
ſame time he governs in the Senate ; ſhe 
exerciſes there a Sovereign Rule, but does 
it without noiſe or violence. Her power 
in this place is mighty, becauſe it comes 
from Heaven : ſhe does not teek, as other 
Ladies uſe, to raife up her Authority by 
the magnificency of her Attire, and yet 
ſhe wears the richeſt Purple, ,., i 
and follows all the Rules of pura tndumen- 
Decency and Cuſtom in dreC T9 

ſing her ſelf, though ſhe 125 no need of 
any Help to make her be reſpedted and ho- 
noured by her Domeſticks ; God has be- 
ſtowed ſuch a Garment on her, as we 
ſhould 27 have worn, had our firſt Father 
but proved wiſe. Fortitudo & decus indu- 
mentum cjus. Solomon means, that there 
flaes an Ayr of Greatneſs and Majeſty 
from the Eyes of this Princeſs, which 
ſpreads it ſelf over her like a Garment, 
and gives a certain luſtre to her Face, her 
Words and Motions, {uch as. cannot be 


expreſſed further, than that it raviſhes; all 
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Hearts, ang that it makes them happy 
who ſerve her, when her Commands give 
them the honour of obeying her, and the 
occaſion to ſhew, by their promptnelſs and 
tranſport of Joy, the depth of their Re- 
ſpecs. 

This is it which keeps the whole Houſe 
in order, and puts every perſon, at each 
hour of the day, in the Place and Em- 
ployment where he ſhould be: the re- 
ſpectful Fears that fix them to their Duty, 
is notas in other Families, a Fear of being 
catch'd in their Faults and punifhed ; all 
the Fear of this place is, the Fear of being 
faulty. 

She is not the Miſtreſs only of her Do- 
meſticks, but the Mother too : amongſt 
the chief Rules of her Government, the 
firſt is, to look that they be not failing in 
any part of their Duties ; the ſecond, to 
ſee that nothing be wanting to them which 
Reaſon and Juſtice can claim for their 
ſupport and comfort. Her conſtant Care 
is, to avoid giving them any juſt cauſe of 
compiaint&ielding them ſtill new occali- 
fions of loving her, and of believing they 
are loved 2 her Goodneſs reaches to make 
| them 
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them ſee, that ſhe both approves of their 
Service, and conſiders their Perſons. 

This frank and obliging Goodneſs ex- 
tends it ſelf to 42 without exception ; it 
is but an ll Principle in a Maſter and 
Miſtreſs, to chuſe out one in a Family 
where there is a number of Servants, and 
to repole their whole Truſt on his ſhew of 
Fideliry, 4iicarding | in a manner all the 
reſt, ior then his idle and raſh Reports 
miit needs mike them commit a thou- 
ſand fanits, and cauſe more noiſe in a 
Houle in one day than there wonld be in 
a year, wouid they endeavour to make 
themſelves beloved of all. To win Hearts, 
there lies the true and. periect Secret of 
Oeconomy in a Family, of Policy in a 
Stare, and of Hierarcliy in the SanCtuary : 
whatſoever Government you may have, 
to make it happy, you muſt be tak; ing 
and amiable ; go nor about to ſeek a more 
ingenious and uncommon metiod, GOD 
himſelf uſes no other in his Eternal Em- 
pire: 2/4; regnat aternus Amor & eterna 
Pulchritudo. 

This Lady we ſpeak of neglects not to 
employ her felt in Works befitting her Sex, 

Per» 
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performing curious things with her Nee. 
dle;. and though. ſhe has. no farther $kill 
than what Nature put 1nto her Fingers in 
her Childhood, yer ſhe proves knowing 
enough to ſet Patterns, and give Directi- 
ons, to the moſt skilful Work-women, ma- 
king her ſelf admired of all the Ladies that 
ſpend the time of their Viſits in ſecing her 
work, and in learning of her, but they 
come too late to her acquaintance to be 
capable of imitating her. Queftvit la- 
nam & linum,& operata eſt conſilio manuun 
ſuarum. 

. Theſe little Employments ſet not, lays 
Solomon, the bounds to her Virtue, Capacity, 
and Induſtry. Manum ſuam mifit ad fortia: 
She that knows how to employ her Fin- 
ers ſo well, knows allo how to employ 
her Arm, and when Neceflity requires it, 
can ſhew that Heroick Courage, which 
pores her the Title of the /frong Woman. 
Is-ſhe to reſiſt any violent Aſſaults of ; her 
Neighbours, to withdraw ill-gotten Goods 
out of an Injuſt Poſlc{iion, to maintain the 

Rights of Innocence againſt the Power and 
Subrilties of the Law, and relicyc her op- 
-prefſed Dependents 2 or, Is the to my 
: an 
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and fell, or to conquer ſuch Obſtacles as 
hinder her Deſigns, to encreaſe the limits 
of her Lordſhips, by ſome advantagious 
acquiſition, and to get a Victory over all 
the: Policies* of Envy and Treachery 2 
This ggtchleſs Lady undertakes 1t, pur- 
ſues it, and brings it to effect. Roboravit 
fortitudine brachium ſuum. 

Beyond all this, ſays the Prophet, her 
miraculous Genius has tavght her the Art 
of trafficking ; ſhe knows how to tran- 
{ſport the Grain and Profits ariſing from 
her Lands, as far as the [ndzes, and bring 
back in the ſame Ships the Riches of Ophzr 
and Zharſus, with all the Gold and Silver 
and other things, of which her Family . or 
her Country can ftand in need. Pata eff 
quaſi navis inſtitoris, de longe portans pa- 
nem. A fine Conceit 1t 15 of So/omon, That 
her Ships are the figures of her two Hands; 
wondertully skilful, and wondertully ſuc- 
ceſsful, both in giving out and receiving 
in ; inſomuch, as that God bleſſing theſe 
at home, blefles thoſe when they are 'on 
the Sea, and the very Storms yielding an 
Obedience to the Benedidtion of God, pay 

them 
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them a Reſpect, and even kelp to bring 
them home to their Port. 

But in all this the Miracle of her Parts, 
which is the moſt charming, and beft de- 
ſervesto be publiſhed, is, that ſhe has made 
her Husband the Richeſt of Meo, ygghout 
impoverithing or hurting any Perſon, and 
without giving occaſion either to Heaven 
or Earth to complain of her : Confidzt in er 
Cor Viri ſui, & ſpoliis non indigebit. 

There remains yet a Miracle in her 
Perſon, which in my opinion ſhould make 
her admired by Poſterity above all the 
reſt, and that is, That in all this buſtle of 
Traffick,and of the manage of her Houſe. 
hold Afﬀairs, ſhe makes not the leaſt ſhew 
of any ſuch matter,but in occaſions where 
Decency engages her to be in the compa- 
ny of Knowing Men, raviſhes them with 
the manner of her Converſation. 

Her delight and merit in theſe Conver- 
ſations lies'not in talking her elf, nor in 
mixing her Opinions and Reaſonings with 
their Arguments ; the holds, that the 
Rules of Wiſdom-and Modeſty forbid her 
to appear before them, but in the quality 
of a:Diſciple, and that ſhe ought to rank 
lier 
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her ſelf as Mary Magdalen Gid, at the Feet 
of our Saviour : Sedens ſecus pedes domint, 
audiebat verbum illius. 

Trae it is, that ſhe has not ſtudied, and 
would therefore be much in the wrong to 
reaſon with them upon high Myſteries: 
but, what 1s not to be found 1n other Woe 
men, ſhe poſleſles three Sciences in perfe- 
tion, which raviſh theſe Maſters of Lear- 
ning. 

The firſt is, That ſhe knows how to 
put Queſtions that are the moſt pertinent, 
andto offer the fineſt Subjects, on which 
they can exerciſe their Parts. Theſecond 
is, That ſhe knows how to conceive 
clearly, and without difficulty, the An» 
{wers which they make. The third, That 
ſhe knows how to value them, and to ſhow 
this value, by excclient and fincere Ex- 
prefſions ; the truth of which appears in 
her Looks. 

The ſoveraign Pleaſure of thoſe Men 
who know great things, 15 not to vent 
them in the Schools : one of the chiefand 
moſt ancient. Laws of the Schools is, That 
whatſoever is {aid there is to be contra- 
died, 


): 
diced, ſo that th Y. are as their 
Field-of Bartel; -a1d the 'Standers:by "as 
Witneſſes of gheir Triymph., +. 

_ At, leaſt] it appears to me to be very 
well Kid \&f a fotid'Wyiter" of dur Times, 
That "in" thoſe" Converlitions. where the 
Unlearned have a great deal of Wit and 
Modeſty, and the Learned a great dealof 
Wiſdom and "Efoquence, the Delight 
and Honour of both is not - unequally 
matched.” 

.'The great Character of this ſtrong, 
matt is compriſed in. theſe words: Flax 
gratia & wana eft pulchritudo Mulier ti- 
mens 5 Sawing pſa {qudabitar, 
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MAXIM XVI. 


 Salus anime melior elt omni auro & ar- 
J genro ; & Corpus Validam quam Cenſus 
 immenſus. Ecclel. xxx. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Know, you who have a None cenfee 
mind to be rich and happy in JAP CON 
this Lower World, that there #-n« num ju- 
per gaudium 
1s no greater Treaſure than Coraz. 
the Health of Body, and that 
you can aim at no Happineſs beyond the 
Joy of Heart : Lole not theſe good things 
by running after other, and be convinced 
that an Empire is not to be compared to 
them. 

Death is to be preferred melior oft mers 
before a Life of Bitterneſs 997 772 =: 


: mara & requies 
and Affliction ; and it is more #7 quam 
eaſie to be at reſt ina Grave, ra 
than-to lye languiſhing on a 
Bed, and ſuffer tor ſeveral years the infup- 
portable Wearineſs and Pains of a laſting 
Malady. 
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- £24] EEFLECTIONS. 


'Life and Health are two of God's Pre- 
ſents; which deſerve to be cheriſh'd and 
tenderly reſerved, 

The Ws man fails not in this Care 
concerning Health, and it really is one of 
the moſt conſiderable Rules of Wiſdom, 
never to do. what may hurt it, but till 
to govern it with diſcretion. 

he true method that is to be obſerved 

in relation to Health, is to tend it, as we 

would do a young Child of quality, ta» 

king the care neither to ſpoil him by, too 

tond humourings and compliances, nor by 
unreaſonable conſtraints and ſeverities. 

To effect this, it is evident, that. we 
muſt both allow and deny our ſelves Mas» 
ny things ; but, What are thoſe things? 
_and, at what times ? Thele are two Dub 
culties, which are the ground of many 
Diſputes, ſuch as are not well determined, 
becauſe we do not apply our ſelves to the 
right .and ſole Miſtreſs, who, can juſtly 
do It, 

' Some People conſult their Phyſicians, 
rhany take Advice of their Senſual Appe- 
rite, 
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fite,and blindly do what it counſels them ; 
others, which are the cleareſt ſighted, ap- 
ply themſelves to Nature, and conſult 
with her alone. 

Indeed, the Phyſician often undertakes 
the matter, but it may be he exceeds in 
this the limits of his Title and Profeſſion. 
Phyſick was inſtituted by God tor the re- 
covery of Health, it. may be queſtioned 
whether it were intended tor the preſerva- 
tion of it. At leaſt, we may conclude 
thus far, That Phy ſicians «re of no ule to 
ſuch as find themſelyes well, and ail no- 
thing. Add to rhis,} That Experience 
teaches us, that thoſe who conſult their 
Phyſician in time of health, ro learn how 
to preſerve it, and live a long time, learn 
only by his Remedies how to become fic 
and deſtroy themſelves. 

Such Perſons as hearken to their Sen- 
fuality ſoon learn the way to dye, and fize 
to the Tomb before their time ; though 
the Truth i, the Cordials it preſcribes are 
excellent, as Mirth, Wine, Grod ' Cheer, 
Sleep, Play, and E1ſe bat 1 makes us 
take too much of them : and as. the _cx- 


cels of g50d things m1kes t: + motÞ mortal 
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Poifongfothis kills more: Men by its Baits, 
chan dyeiinthe Field/by the Sword,or are 
deſtroy'd i ia a Sedition by Violence. and . 
Injuſtice.: Afſuredly thoſe are but ill Ad- 
vices for-our Health, which come from 
our-blind Appetite, and very. dangerous 
Inſtints are ts interiour Pcriwations and 
paliess: | 
Naturez/in tins point, 1s: the ſole and 
trae Miftrels to whom we are to hearken ; 
ſhe knows what is requiſite for a+ Man, 
the. quantity of Nourithment, and the qua- 
lity:; how-mych time he 1s to allow for 
Labour, how much for his Diverſion, how 
much for Sleep, what is to bethe meaſure 
of:each thing: \She knows all this, and 
what 1s:to/be:moſt admired ; ſhe has in- 
ward motions and certain ways of nfor- 
ri2eg us1n every matter, which are mar- 
_ veloufly- intelligible ;- at leaft, the: Man 
thine is wiſe onderſtands them very well; 
and Teldom-deceives:himfelt;3n_ themr it 
may! be daidz-thir itiis one: of his principal: 
and -choiceft) :Knowledges:: tor diſtioguiſh 
the: Galls:of Reaſon !and\Necellity 'trom 
thoſe: obrhePaflions ;-and:1that amongſt 
lagP: incijles, che moſt holy and beſt ob- 
ſerved 
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ſerved one by him is, notf} toigrant- any? 
thing to the latter, nor refuſe any tiungs 
to: the former. 

An ancient Writer has ale ſaid, That 
one of the moſt important Affairs of Wil. 
dom lodged in the Mind of -Mao, is to well 
diſtinguiſh between thoſe Voices or Calls 
which are within Man, they have been. 
reckoned to be fiz or ſeven, Reaſon, '1u- 
ſtint, Humour, _— Temptation, In- 
ſpiration, and Grace ; erch one of thete 
Domeſticks lodged wathin us has his Call, 
or-Impulſe, by which he puts us upon 
Actions pleaſing to him, and makes us to 
wall as he does. 

Their Ends are infiaitely differing a 
oppoſite, but the great difficulty, and the 
original from whence ariſe all our Misfor- 
tunes, is, 'that' their Voices are much 
alike, and that it is caſie to be deceived in 
them. 

;- Senſual Appetite ence ſelinh in itsCall 
the: Voice of Reaſon and Necellity ; Hu- 
mour, that of Inſtin&t and Nature ; Tet 
ptation, that -of In{piration and Giace!: 
Now, to take one for the other; .to reſiſt: 
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this, and comply with that, is no leſs than 
ww Ll _ a 

Happy are-the Wiſe ! It is Wiſdom on- 
ly that is able to diſtinguiſh among{t this 
Confuſion of Voices ; atevery Call ot 'our 
Heart, and every Impulle we teel, ſhe in- 
torms us to whom the Voice belongs. 

From this admirable Intelligence of the 
Wiſe it comes that they are able to chule 
the ways of preſerving their Health, by 
following / the Orders of the Phyſician 
that is within them, and underſtands their 
Interiour ; whereas the Misfortune of the 
other Phyſician is, that they cannot pene- 
trate.ſo far with their Sight ; they ſee but 
the outſide of the Sick Perſon, and muſt 
devine for all the reſt. 
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» Zeere quafi homo frugz his Jug ribs apps: 
mintur. Ecclel, xxxi. 
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Feed and nourith your ſelf, that you 
may live, and eat not but for your Suſte= 
nance : take no more than Nature re- 
quires, and what is neceſſary to ſupport 
its Strength and Life : comply . not with 
your Senſual Appetite, and'let your Heart 
never feel fo much ſhame and -apprehen- 
fion of your becoming like to a Beaft, as 
in thoſe Actions in which they reſemble 
us, and that are common to us with them. 

A good and noble Heart 
is chiefly ſhewn by the man- |, ©. þimar- 


dum in epulzs 


ner of ordering his Table, epule mim 
{uch a Heart will cauſe it to ps 
reliſh of its own franknels, of 

its cleanneſs and purity ; an indecent Ta- 
ble is the mark of a negligent Mind and a 
diſorderly Lite, 

F . 
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En e not-your ſelf; to: be at tlioſe 
Feaſts where you: muſt, ſtrive to: win the 
Prize, and conteſt who ſhall 
carry. away 'the Honour of 
being the moſt immodelſt and 
the leaſt ſpber of the Company ; this is a 
War in which many have died miſerably 
on: the-Bed of Diſhonour, full 'of all» the 
Shame-and/ albthe Crimes of Brutality : 
What Death can-be more intamous and 
fatal 2; 

Diforderly Repaſis x arc "_ deſtruQtion 
of Mankind, and the Puniſhment of -Intem- 
perance-1s the.ſame in.our.days- as it was 
in the time of the firſt-Sinner ; 1, mean, it 
5 Death. - 5 

-\What differs, is; - that the Glurocy of 
the Firſt Man condemned us only to. dye 
atan-old Age; and 1n our extream Cadu- 
city ;; whereas our: Gormandizing ſenten- 
ces:.us to 4 1N our - Youth.:'-'There are 

' fewthat dyeof old Age, molt 


"Dilzs igentes.an 
Vino noli pro- 
VOCAre, 


| Fon in js: People fall:by their -Excels : 
e426: of &: 1 Wine ' was: (created; to; :{olace 
ie 9  and-fortifie, not to:extinguilff 
940M! $165 2'AUN!! Reaſon, NOX; to Wea» 
kencoun: Minds.CI@"- rib 
3509" Wine 


mans atria? wurnans £3" 


VYTE 


(3687) 
;oWine drank with moderss' 3; | 
tion” begets Strength inthe»? S pare AGF 
Underſtanding,” Joy © in” the 7uderate ef 
Heart,'''and” Healch- in __ Ron 
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\\Man's Body, ſo long' as it 1s ſupported 
byub Immortal Soul, is the 'moti upright 
and the moſt beautiful'of' all Bodies; ” but 
when it comes to be ſeparated from this; 
of all Carcafles it is the moſt hideous'ind 
frightful; there ' is not that Corruption 
which 15s fo horrid to behold, nor a vrench 
that 1s. more inſupportable. 

In like manner the Action of cktingand 
drinking, whea it is dead, and 1s not ani- 
mated by ſome ſpiritual aim or intention 
to pleaſe:God, is undoubtedly one of 'the 
moſt ſhameful Actions, and moſt unbes 
ſeeming a Man, and ſuch as the Angels 
behold with the greateſt averſion. 

Bur when it is accompanied and helped 
by:that ſupernatural Intention, it: 1s-both 
honourable:and: holy, and: we have few 
things without us, by which'we can more 
GT ſhow our Dighity/and/Diffe- 
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equality with them. 


'The-manner of Eating for Beaſts is, to 
to cat by | themſelves, and hardly to en- 


way of Eating for Man ſhould carry 


Order, and Magnificency., with other 
royal Properties, ſhould adorn his Fable, 


diſtance there is between him and his 
Slaves. 

He ought to be regular, as to the hours 
of Eating, a thing not impraQicable by 
the poorer {ort'; tobe neat' and clean in 
what belongs to 1t, which 1s not hard to 
be compaſicd by ſuch as.are the leaſt rich, 
and to have his Table handlom, and ot 
free accefs ro:his Friends,” which' is not to 
be: diſpenſed with in Perſons of great qua- 
lity,and is ordinary: enough with thoſe of 
afinall fortune, who have large Hearts, 
ſuch as eſteem nothing their own,in which 
a'Erierid has not aiſhare; A 

A 1 
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rence-from Beafts, than'by this; although «1; 
4t-fecims to! put'us into the fame rank and - 


eat at af hours, to eat. fouly and greedily, | 
dure the company of another Beaſt : the | 


Marks of the Superiority and Soveraignty 
that belongs to him ; 'Decency, Neatnels, | 
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who is the Maſter of Beaſts, to ſhew the | 
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104: The very Angels, in the opinion of the 
1 ' boly Biſhop of Gezeva, could not diſpenſe 
with this, were they transformed to Men, 
and to come and converſe with us ih: the 
World, they would live like Angels to 
their very Table. Here lies the Honour 
of a Spiritual Nature, to be able to deſcend 
| to the reſemblance of Beaſts, by Actions, 
in whuch it reſembles them [cls than ever'; 
and where it appears moreclearly than i in 
any. other. occaſion, how infinitely far our 
Nature is raiſed above them 


) 


— 


MAXIM XX. 


EEEEIIT__ 


_ dormieris mon timebis quieſees, & 
fuavis erit, ſomnus tuus. Prov. 78 


PARAPHRASE. 


Be faithful to God all day, and your 
Sleep will be diſturbed by no Fears in the 
Night ; you will ſpend it happily, for no- 
thing within you will-want its Repoſe;ane 
Your, Reſt will be perfect, becauſe it will 
be entire, both Body and Soul enjoying| it. 

| RE- 
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Doll! 


"Sleep, is! duly reckoned. amongſt oY 


Bleſſings and. the Eaſes which God has 
been, Sad to mix --with' the Bitterneſs 
and, Troubles. of ithis miſerable Lite. 


.. We cannot term it; better, than to call: | 


ita Preſent, which is ſentus each day from 
the Creator, and/:which -enters/ into our 
Veins, as a prevention to Diſcaſes,'-and a 
help to, repair our Strength, -interrupting 
fori ſeven. or eight hours all the Toils and 
Diſpleaſures of the Day. 


St. Auguſtine calls it. a Contrivance of 


the SE Goodneſs, which like a Mo- 


ther who tends the Cradle of her beloved 


Child, comes/ſoftly to usa nights, to rock 
us aſlcep,, and drive from about us what- 
ſagyer.may diſappoint the good Reſt it de- 
ſigns us +, +1 

Thus this Goodneſs Keeps - from us 
Cares, Fears, Diſquiets,/and all: Thonghts 
of;:Bufineſs; of;;Law-Suits, »Projecs;' and 
Ncſigns:. chis-i£ 15 that; ſtops them in their 
ways; and! hinders: their | acceſs:'\into our 


Mind, by.ſadden Vapours:dtawn'” out-of: 


>{1Þ, its 
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its ſtock of Love, which _ forbid their 
entrance. 

This it is alſo which can keep our Mind 
from being-a Diſquiet to it-ſelt, and hin-. 
der\it from ſpending the hours of night in” 
tailing and employing it {lf indiſcreetly*: 
this Goodneſs ties 'up its Hands, if 'I may* 
ſp.expreſs it ; I mean, thar it finds out 
certain Chains, by which it faſtens all the 
Faculties: of our Soul to their repoſe, and 
keeps them 1n a ſtate of ſtilneſs 'and 'in- 
ation, but does all this fo ſweetly, and 
with ſuch a care of hurting vs, thatin the 


| height of this fettering and violence we 


feel nothing but Content and' Pleaſure : 
Dotmies & ſuavi erit ſomnus tus. ooh 
>In'a word, if according'to the holy Fa- 
ther's interpretation of theſe words, Lyza- 
rus: Dormit, it fignifies' to be dead, to be 
in-that condition we may learn in laying 
our ſelves to ſleep, that there is nothing 
more: eafie than to dye. þ' 2 
-1ifay then, that Sleep in us is one of the 
Wonders of God's Providence, and that'it- 
5$anallufion, what ſome People hold, who. 
ay, it is a: ſhameful SpeQtacle to the Angels 
to voſcea Wife: Man drowned-in Sleep 2the” 
An- 


_ 
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gels have come down 'to- behold a God 
ſleeping in 'his' Cradle, and they have ado- 
red\him-with' as great 'reſpe&t there, as 
they adore him in Paradife. 


Sleep isifo far from being an Infamy to 


us, . that many learned DoCtors have been 
bold to ſay, it'is one of the moſt honou. 
rable Conditions belonging to our Nature, 
and the leaſt 'contrary to Grace. 
Devourt Perſons are continually com. 
plaining, that there ſcarce pafſes an hour 
19-the day in which they fall not into ſome 
light: Faults, ' and become di{pleafing to 
God by: unavoidable Weakneſſes and Lap. 
ſes. This Misfortune does not befal them 
a nights ; the: time of Sleep is the only 
time, 4n which they perte&tly keep their 
Innocence: the'ſame Grace 'and Virtue 
they: have at the: hour they go to ſleep, 
the ſame 15 found in them entire at the 
moment they awake : their happy Soul, 


ſurrounded with 'the Vapours I have ſpo- | 
kenof; is like the Sun hidden by a black 


Gloud ;'-as much as it is obſcured'by that 
hideous Darkneſs, it ſtill retains notwith- 
ſtanding all its Luſtre, and comes forth as 
_ artd' Soma: as ir ever was before. 

al QI. 1 Tiay 


ms © Nwfewun NH” FP 9 Faw > wmw_nw 


_— a__— OD Mw cc a. — 


prmot # © free th. mm OO Ah m_” uo ws» am naw AY». DJ_ 8 £4” 


( 173) 


Ifay further, and I ſfay.-this afret the 


holy Fathers, ['who have. experienced--ir, 
ky other of the Learned who: have writ: 


tt That what never betel the Sun, which 
is, to, become more glorious and bright, 
Gone beſet with Rain and Clouds, than ir 


was.in, clear weather, has hapned to great 


Saints at the times they have been ſetzed: 
with ſeep. - Such was the time whicty 


oo choſe to viſit the chief of-the Apoſtles 


, the beloved Diſciples, the Magdatens, 
e Catherines, and Therefta's, and other 
loRrious Saints, who have been then ele- 


vated even into the Rank- of Seraphims, 


by the. moſt ſublime Acts of Love and" 


Sanity : Egodormin& Cor menm vigilat.. 


But. this is not the proper place for ex- 


pounding theſe words, ſince 1 ſhould ep! 


too. far from. my Subject; to'the Potnr, 


tt cannot but be. owned; that Sleep may 
be abuſed. and turned into + ſhameful Bru- 


tiſhnels : 4 Mifortane, fays St. Chryfa tons, 


that ought never t0 be ſeen ; but it is ſeen ; 
too often, and never tails to happen when” 


we lay our ſelves to reſt, forgetting to tot." 


low thoſe Rules which Wiſdom and: Provij-! 
dence have preſcribed tous, to the'end' we! 


| May. not ſleep like Beaſts. In 


— 
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In truth, it muſt be confeſſed, to behold 
a Man riſen from Table, where he has car- 
ried himſelf like an Atheiſt, and plunged 
both Body and Soul in the Filth of a ſcan- 
dalous-Drunkennefſs, to ſee him throw 


himſelf on the Ground, and fleep in the 


face of Heaven ; can there be a more 
ſhameful, SpeQacle ! Lethim be an Holo- 


fernes, attended and worſhipped by an; | 
Army of an Hundred thoutand Men, all 


this Attendance hinders him not in that 


condition from being a Horror to the An- | 


gels, and being a Womans Victim, who 


cuts off his Head, and carries it ſafe away, | 


whilſt Devils ſeize the Remains of that 


drunken Carcaſs. Quaſi Cadaver putri- * 


dum, iPamentatus atque inſepultus, deſcen- 
des in profundum laci. 


| This way of ſleeping is certainly the 
moſt difmal thing that can happen to Man. | 


- The King Sedecias having known that he 


was made the Sport of the Court of Baby- ' 


on, whilſt he ſlept after this manner, died 
through the diſpleature he rook at it. 
Alexander, Socrates, Cato, and other of 


thoſe old Worthies, have bluſhed at their 


being in ſuch a condition betore they came 
to 
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to be quite awake, to much {onſe remain- 
iog with them in the miait of their Fol- 
ly : and they bave wept, in having hid it 
from the Ey-s of the World, to find they 
could not hide it from themſelves. _ 

'T own beſides. that it is not a proper 
means to cavie quiet and good Sleeps, to 
have our Bei! and Caamber too richly 
and volupruouſly adorned ; what Reſt can 
th:re be taken in the view of fo great 
Debts, or Couzenages, or Pride > Aow 
many dreadful Cries, lays Salvian, are 
heard all night within the Conſcience of that 
Man, whoſe wretched Sleep coſts ſo much 
Money, and ſo many Sins 2 Can he ſpend 
the hours any other way, than in ſadly 
thinking and in ſaying to himſelf, Menties va- 
cuos & Nodtes laboriofas Enumeravi mihi, 
For theſe twenty years T have done nothing 
towards my Salvation, my days have been 
days of Debauch, of Impieries, of Wrongs to 
the Poor ; my nights have been nights of 
Diſquiet, Torment, and Peſpair ; Menſes 
Vacuos & Netcs /3hboricſas. 

Think, when you go to takz your reſt 
on this rich Bed of State. thac fuch' was 
the Bed from which a B4/rhaſar beheld the 
M Hand 
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Hand of God writiog on the Wall- the 
'Searence of his Death, and his Damaati- 
on-ſigned in Heaven. 
That the rich Glutton, whilſt he took 
the plealure of (eeing himſelt thus magai- 
ficently lodged, heard a Voice whiſper in 
his Ear, telling him, he was expected in 
another Worla,and that he muſt dye with- 
in an hour; Er hac que Paraſti, Cuju 
 ErHpr 2 

That an Antzochus, inſtead of meeting 
here with-that iweet Reſt you ſeck, found 
burning Flames kindled within his Bowels, 
with Cholicks and Convulſions, which 
have made him roar like one in Hell, tur- 
ning lis ſtately Bed into a Scaftold, where 
his interiour Executioners have torn him 
for. ſeveral months, till Death has, come 
and pulled him our cf. rheir Hands to. pur 
him” into infernal ones.  Mortuus. et & 
ſepultus in inferno, . | 

. But I go beyond my. Argument : what 
F maintained, is true, . That Sleep taking 
polleſſion;of you, according to the Rules 
of Pravidence, puts. you.into a condition 


that 1s not.. ooly neceſſary, but honoura- 


— 
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"The Rules of this Providence are fitted 
to your Conveniency and Needs, do. you 
conform your ſelf therefore exactly to 
them, and accuſtom your ſelf to follow 
as near as you can all its Commands and 


..Counſels. 


' You defire that your Sleep may be ſweet 


| | nd peaceable, Providence would have it 
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ſo too, and has choſen for it the nigtit 
time ; do not you change this for the day, 
and go not to Bed at Five a Clock in the 
morning, whea che Sun does riſe. 

” Tt would not have you ſpend above ſe- 
ven or eight hours in ſleeping, do noc 


employ tea or eleven init, but mind what 


the Phyſicians ſay, That a Man who lies 
in Bed ten or eleven hours, comes out of 
it ever leſs healthful ; and what the Ca- 
faiſts add, Ever leſs innocent and pure 
than he went into it. | | 
The Eye of God, ſays St. Gregory, abbors 
the fight of a Man in Bed at Noon: Andif 
ever you be found there ſo late,he will ſend 


| Solormior's Ghoſt to' your Bed-ſide, which 


pblling you by the Arm, will repeat thoſe. 
words inſpired long fince into him, on 


; | purpoſe to be ſaid ro the Sluggards of all 


M 2 _ times, 
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times; Z/gue quo Piger dormies 2 quando 
Conſurges,.a, Sonino tua ? Paululum dormies 
paululum: dormitabis paululam Conſeres Ma- 


nus ut dormigs: © veniet tibi quaſi Viator 


Egeftas, '&. paiperies quaſi vir Armatus, 
Till when, O Sloathful, will you ſleep 2 
have you. not rubbed your Eyes, and 
ſtretched your Arms ſufficiently ? has not 
your Head been more than once raiſed and 


kt fall again upon the Pillow, asking a /it- 


the time, and yet a little longer, and for a 
third bout, ſip 2 /zrrle longer time, until 
that, God's MalediQtion enters within your 
Walls, follow'd by Diſorder, Libertiniſm, 
and Poverty, which will ſpare your Fa- 
mily as little as it has done ſuch as have 
been richer than yours? Pauperies quafi 
Vir, drmatus. : 258 
:  This.is not all ; what the ſame Provi- 
dence recommends particularly to yqu, to 
.make your Sleeps ſound and quiet, is, that 
.you.cmploy . your ſelf in the day time, 
taking fo much Pains about your Aﬀairs, 
#5 that you may find at night, whea the 
time comes of , your going to Bed, fome- 
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thingot Wearineſs tn your Body, bur in | 
your Miad .no,, ritaniter of Diſquier, no 
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Sin in your Conſcience, nor any Diſtur- 
bance from your Paſſions, to hinder the 
reſt.prepared for you by the Divine Good- 
neſs. Ad fo well, as that your Deſigns, 
your Undertakings, Hopes, and even your 
Joys as well as Griets, may be laid to ſleep 
with you, and lodge that quiet Silence in 
your Soul, as may make it not be troubled 
by it felf, or any thing about it, ſo that 
you may have cauſe to ſay, at the time 
of ſhutting your Eyes, Ju pre in idipſum 
dormiam, '& require ſcam ; quoniain tn do> 
mine Singulariter in ſpe Conflituifti me. | 
The lait and. ,moſt important Rule is, 
That your laſt Ation before you ſleep, 
and.he firſt ater. you wake, \muſt be to 
pray. Be (ure'you fail not to begin-and 
end this way, each day you have to five, 
and take oiten into your Mind this true 
Saying of the Holy Fathers, That Sleep i is 
the Figure of our Death, and Waking the 
F "igure of our Reſurreflion. The laſt Tr 
of a dying Man, are, to recommend” his 
Soul ro God, 7» Manus tuas,” Domine, com- 
mendo animam meam ; thefirſt when heri- 
{s_ again, wiltbe to pay-his Adoration to 
God, when ſtretching ont his ' Arms to- 
M3 wards 
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"wards his Maker, he-ſhall raiſe.himſelf.vp 


t9 him; by;Adcs. of 'a-perfet.Love and 


Halineſs, :Dormivi &- Somnum : cept & 
exurrexi,® adbuc ſum tecam. This is the 
true method of the Devotion of Chriſtians 
for.,cach-day of their Life.: | --. 
.-Remeinber. what I have ſaid in-another 


place; That all: times are. proper for the | 


exerciſing Ads, of Holy. Love, ſince. th: 
God you. love is near you at all times : 
When the Sun goes away he i not gone, lays 
Solomon.; God is at your Beds head in the 
ſilent, beginning of the Night, diſcourſing 


with your Mind by private Inſpirations, | 
and helping you to reſt holily, through 


the (weetneſ(s.of this interiour- Conver(a- 
tion. 

-.. In the- Morning he 1s .alſo -with you, 
expecting to- meet. with | an Expreſſion 
from you of the "Truſt you repoſe in bim, 
ſuch as may ſhew you depoſite: with him 
21l your Cares of every day : and whereas 
he fails-not to be preſent before you at the 
moment;of your waking,-fail not on your 
part.to;raiſe-your Eyes-and: ſtretch | your 
Arms;om:tohim;. Auime mea de/tderauit 
te in Note ſed & Spirit meo; in precordins 
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midis de mane vigilabo ad te. ' *O my Belo 
tyed, {aid a holy Soul, how innumerable 
have my "Thoughts been of you this 
"Night, how many Sighs, how many 
*'Tears have you coſt me! I ran after 
© you through Delart places, where it was 
"ail darkneſs. De Mane Vigilabo ad te. 
"Queſtion not, my Beleved, but that [ love 
you, ſince the firſt motion of MY Wa- 
f king Heart tends to enquire, whether [ 
* be: ſo happy as to be beloved by you till 
©rhis day, and ro learn, that you are nea« 
*rer me than [ imagined by my Fears.” 


MAXIM XXE 


.INonu habet amaritudinem Converſat io il- 
lius, \nec tedinum Conviilus illius. Sap. viti.. 


\PARAP-HRASE, 


1/.Suchas converſe familiarly with GOD 
learn how to--converſe- well: with Men 
their Hearts are free trom pceviſhnel(s and 
gall; and their: diſcourte in Cary pany 
neither: tireſom' nor offenſive: © 
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"'To-become! acceptable to Mentirs oe 
daily: Converſation,” we” muſt folio the 
Rules:thatare'tobe obſerved, for preven- 
ting our being diſpleaſing to God ity the 
interiour/Diſcourſes of our Thoughts. 


+ EFLECTIONS. 


Among(tall the Entertainments Nature 
has provided for us, to/give caſe . to the 
tediouinels. our Baniſhment, during this 
mortal Life, there 1s '\not-+any ſo. decent 
and {© pleaſing as the meeting of Company 
to converſe-one with another.. 

\Tais-Jnclination of mutually, commu- 
nicating; our Thoughts, was. born 1n us 
with-our: immortal Soul ; they both de- 
rive themſelves from the ſame origin, that 
is; they" came from the: Boſony of God ; 
the one and-the other is framed according 
to::they Pattern''of - what paſles eternally 
amongſt the three Perſons of the-Triniry, 
Perſons) adorable and infinitely happy, be- 
cauſe their Society and Communication 
x51eteroal:: OLI 
YaiTo :ebaverſe- with his Tikes: 1s the 
Sxeqmitys abi Gp; the :Life .oft:an Angel, 


and 
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and as for 'Man, it is the cure-of the Cares 
and Pains of his Mortality, —_— he! {o- 
journs here below amongſt- Beaſts: One 
of our Privikedges and moſt procearis Ele- 
- vations above them is, that they; cannot 
partake of this Benetit. 

It is a (ad thing neverthele's, that 
amongſt all the Cuſtoms divinely inſtitu- 
ted, this, which both Nature and Grace 
has ſetled amongſt us, ſhould be blacken'd 
with the greateſt Faults, and be the moſt 
ſhametully abuſed of any. 

'No Man but knows how things goin 
this kind, how numerous the Sims are thar 
grow from unchaſte' and detrading 
Tongues, and how many: Tears theſe dat- 
ly cauſe: All our Misfortunes, 1n a manner, 
ſpring from this Fountain head, 

You would know which way thismay 
be remedied, 'the Remedy :Has:been asked 
and fought for during thete-many years, 
but no one' can boaſt of -having found- it 
out as yet, and there is cauſe to-fear it ne 
ver will be found ;: indeed, we:may well 
doubt it, but yet we need not doubt with- 
al, but that each:i particular-Perſon: may 
_—_ himſelfof'alt-the Duties: belonging 
| to 
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to.a'Civil' Life, and- frequent company, 
when: ought tobe done,without injuring 
his Fidelity. to-God, or the Obl,gation he 


lies; under, //\not' to expoſe. himlelf to the. 


manifeſt danger of mortal Sin. 


'The Means which the' Holy 'Scriptures 


and'our Spiritual-Guides'propoſe for this, 
areſeveral;' I here preſent you witha ſhort 
Collection: of | their Counſels and Ioftru- 
ions relating to'this Subject. 

1:5: When: you are invited, 'fays- Solo- 
* men; to go into ſuch Company as. will 
© preſent you with Poiſon hid in'the bot- 


© toin of the moſt delicious - Liquors, and 


* where you-are'ſure to meet with the 
*blackeſt Crimes, mixed with the. moſt 
* inviting Pleaſures, that is, when they go 


* about to draw-you into onevof thoſe Hou-+ 


© ſes, - from whence you never-fa:l'to- re- 
* tyrn, but more faulty, and a'greater Sin- 
© ner than: you went 1n ; 'Whatloever Rea- 
© fons:\may: be'urged, or Entreaties made, 


© or: Viblence uſed to you, take heed you 


* never: yield ; reſiſt, and be conſtant in 
© yohr reſiſtance ;* go'nottoſeek for Plea- 
*. fure-and Sin, where you muſt meet with 
* Death and[Hellz! Fiz. domuncjus, pene- 
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trantes in mteriora Montis, Prov. vil.” 
2:5 When you happen to be. making: 
© other Viſits, in which you: have been 
* harmleſly engaged, without the foreſight 
* of any hurt or danger,if nevertheleſs there 
© appears ſuch, ſays St. Fohn the Evange- 
* liſt, as ſoon as any figns. of it be ſhewn, 
© as ſoon: as you hear any bold Blaſphemy 
* pronounced,or words of high [Impudence, 
* which ſcandalize you, and terrifie your 
* Conſcience ; flye away without dehbera- 
© tion, and ſuffer not the Health of your 
* Soul to be longer expoled-to ſo bad an 
© Air, in.a.place where among(t all thar 
* are about you, laughing without: con-. 
* troul, there is not one perhaps but - has 
* the Plague and Sin lodged in his Heart: 
Exite de illa populus meus, ut ne participes 
fits, delitorum ejus, 5 de plagu eu non. arts 
cipiatis. APOC. XVlil. bh 
3.*But if matters ſtand in that way,as 

* will not allow you to take/your flight, at 
© leaſt take the liberty to {peas and declare 
* your Mind boldly, do like the Prophet 
* Iſatah, arm your Looks with the Zeal 
* and Anger of a. Seraphim ; put':on.'a 
* Farehead-of Braſs, not to be daunted nor ' 
* made 
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© made-afhamed,and/lct your Temper ſhew 
*z Courage without Pity, In this poſture 
preſent your {elf -before theſe Libertines, 


who neither regard God's Preſence;. nor 


yours, and by ſome generous. Remon- 

ſtcance, that taay fct before their. Eyes 
the. Infamy of ticir Brutiſhnelſs, make 
them hide their Heads and Faces for ſhame; 

wt V, ideant, & ſentiant, & urantux. This 
was the. way.ot the ancient-Prophets, and 
is ſill the-way! of ſuch as are true Saints 
in the Church of the Son of God. 

4- But then, in caſe you ſhould find 
your Courage and Parts not ſufficient for 
this Undertaking, and that you ſhould 
fear, inſtead. of confounding the Sinners, 
they might ſcandalize the Company, by 
turning Devotion into Ridicule: Xeep your 
Tongue filent, ſays the Prophet, but /et your 
Eyes ſpeak. - 

You muſt, {ays he, make theſe Atheiſts 
$ ſee in your Eyes and, Looks a dreadful 
* Sadneſs and Horror, when they beginto 
£ {apen their Mouths, and/vomit,up i the 
;*.preſence of Perſons of Honour the. Filch 
i 465) Corruption /that lies within: their 


js. *,Souls : Per triſtitiam wit us, corrigitur 
animas 


© uf 
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aHimns delinquentis. Say not a word, but 
be fad ; this way has had Succeſs in the 
correting of Sinners, whom Noiſe and 
Diſpute could never ſoiten. 

-Imitate that generous Nun of St. Clare's 
Order, who having heard ſome obſcene 
Complements that were made her by a 
company of Debauchees, ſhewed firſt -in 
her Cheeks a ſudden Fire of Anger, which 
preſently after turned into a dying Pale- 
neſs and inconſolable Sadneſs, both accom- 
panied with ſo many moving Tears, as 
touched at the very inſtant the Hearts of 
theſe Wretches, making them retire away 
in- confuſion, and putting them upon be« 
inning a Penance in the Church two or 
three days after, which laſted with them 
to the end of their Lives. Per tri/titi4m 
vultus, Corrigitur animus delinquentis.” 
_ Aﬀeer all, the greateſt Maſterpiece of 
Human Wit in ſuch occaſions, is ſhewn 
'when's Man of great Parts and rare 'Ex- 
preſſion, without ſaying any word of 'OE 
tence to theſe i]! perſons, as ſoon as he per- 
'ceives them ready to take the liberty of 
'mocking at the Myſteries. of Religion, 
'knows how with Addreſs, at the firſtword 
LON of 


(158 ) 

of Impiery, to break off the Diſcourſe, and 
introdace uy '1ts'/room another,''{o taking 
and agreeable,' as may draw the attention 
of the whole Company, and give' that fa- 
tisfadtion even to the Libertines them- 
ſelves, as may make them aſhamed of the 
brutifh things they were going to utter, 
when they compare them with his noble 
Thoughts and way of Converlation. 

-:This was the Artifice practiſed by Solo- 
mon,” when thoſe'unbelieving- Princes ap- 
peared before his Throne,who were ready 
ro:realon indifcreetly sginſt the Truths of 
his Religion: 'withour thewing' any Signs 
that he would coritradict them, or make 


them-{ee their Ignorance, ' he began to en-, 


rertain them with D.ſcourles of the Great- 
neſs-of the God whom he adored, 'ſpeak- 
ing'{o divinely on this SubjeQ};'as: raiſed 
rheir admiration ſo high by the'things he 
ſaid, as that hours paſſed away with them 
in-pleafure, without minding” how the 
time went';/and all this while*they laid 


thzir Fingers upon'their Lips,'*kſt' ſome 


Word” or Noife' ſhould come'out, that 


might interrupt 'him : Sermonicante me, 


plura, manits ori ſuo'imponent. | 
ed: This 
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+1;This is, I fay, an admirable way to! di- 
vert ill Diſcourfes, but ſuch as I muſt: :iin- 
geniouſly confeſs is ſomewhat too high ro 
be prop-ſed as an Example. 


-:Itiis eafie to admire a Man who diſcour- 
ſes.at this rate, but where lies the Means 
to. imitate him 2 The undertaking of ir, 


by/one leſs wiſe, would have but a ſad 


_ efteR. 


. For, as nothing is more divine and: ra- 
viſhing than the Eloquence of a So/omon, 
who is able to ſpeak before all Companies 
to the Dignity of the Matter on: any. Sub- 
je, though never ſo unforeſeen, and to 
entertain them for many hours, without 
any ſtop of their Admiration; ſo there-is 
nothing more diſtaſtful than to light: into 
the converſation of ſuch Perſons as are- al- 
ways talking, and never talk to the pur- 

ole, yet-will not ſuffer one to interrupt 

.'Thoſe are not. the Perſons neverthelefs 
moſt ro be-apprehended ; ſuch as theſe 
you muſt take the greateſt care to avoid. 

[ have obſerved, that Indiſcreet Perſons 
are. amongſt Company juſt the-lame thing: 
as thoſe we call Heedleſs: and Blockheads 

are 
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are amongſt Wares in a Store-houſe ; 
where thele-come, there is: always fome- 
thing thrown down, broken, or ipoiled, 
and Matter ever inade tor Complaint and 
Chiding The like happens by our Con- 
verſation in the Viſits we make one-ano- 
ther ; for, whereas great ſtore of Compa- 
ny meets in theſe occaſions, and that Dil- 
courſe mult theretore fall upon variety of 
Subjects, ſome unlucky Matter (t:[1 hap- 
pens, for want of Care to prevent it : 
when People meet thus, they ufually ſtrive 
to divert themiclyes by harmleſs Raileries, 
emring into ſome little War of mutual Re- 
proaches and Repartees, very pieafing to 
Perſons. of Wir ; but when there happens 
to'be ſuch there as want Diſcretion and 
Judgment, and know not the Rules of 
Civility or Common Sence, it is a Misfor: 
tune to be cne of the Company: There 
ever. happens then, in theſe Sportings and 
Wreſtlings of Good Humour, fame Blow 
tobe given that goes beyand Play, and 
fetches Blood ; there is ever ſome Mind 
wounded; fome conſiderable 'Secret diſclo- | 
\kh-ſorme Confidence betrayed ; there is 
ſole Perſon of Worth that repents him of | 
having 
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having come amongſt Fools, that treat 
him ill, taking his Civilities for Injuries 5 
there is ever ſome one of a jealous and 
nice Temper, that goes away with a blee- 
ding Hearr. i 
| Non habet amaritudinem Converſati 

illius, nec tediunm Convidus illius : It is 


3 the Property of Wiſdom to make our Con- 


verlation become like that of the Angels, 
yielding us all the Joys of Mind that a 
familiarity of Souls can produce among(t 
Perſons who perfetly love one-another. 
A Wiſe Man, whilſt he converſes, has 
ways of letting looſe his Heart to his 
Friends, ways of jeſting, and making him- 
ſelf merry with them to the full ſcope of 
Friendſhip, without ceaſing nevertheleſs to 
continue all this while admirably wile, 
and without breaking one Law of Decen- 
cy or Reſpect : he can likewiſe, at times 
of magnificent Entertainments, and upon 
occaſiqn. of publick Rejoicings, where Hea- 
ven would have him edifice good Company, 
by coaforming himſelf to their Example, 
according to the Rules of Honour and Fit- 


neſs ;;he can, I ſay, add. a Livelineſs and 
| Luſtre to the Serenity of his Words and 


N Coun- 


_  , ay 


Countenance, not only able to raviſh with | 


Pleaſure thoie.he entertains, but to infuſe 


a Piety into them, much ivoner than the 


unbecoming and conſtrained Devotions 


which the Scrupulous are {een to practice | 


ta Churches. 


You will ask me perhaps in what Book 
Wiſdom has put'down the Rules of fuch 


an extraordinary Condu@t ; I anſwer you, 


In None : Wiſdom lends Men into Com- | 
pany, and- about their Afﬀairs, without | 


ſaying a word to them ; Mitte Sapientem, 


 & mil dicas/illi : but: when they come | 
there, it in{pires. them ſecretly with the 


Words they are to ſay, and the Aﬀtions 
they are to do. 


I conclude this Subjet with two words 


of Advice; the firſt, Make your Selt wile : 
the ſecond, When you are ſo, go boldly 
into Company, and-do as you pleale. 
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i 
_—_— 


MAXIM XXIL 


Propoſut hunc adducere mecum ad convi- 
vendum, Sciens quoniam mecum Communtie 
cabir de bonis. Sap. vii. : 


PARAPHRASE. 


I have met with Peace of Heart by con- 
verfing with God, his Preſence 1s a Riſtn 
Light, that diſperſes the Darknels, lays the 
Winds, quiets the Storms within us, and 
begets in Man a Celeſtial Tranquility. 

Amongſt the Felicities of this Lite, a 
principal one 4s, the Peace or [nteriour 
Quiet, which our dying Saviour left in the 
World, to be the Inheritance of his EleCt. 

We loſe this Peace by many and difte- 
ring Occaſions, Here follow ſeveral 
Maxims, which may help you to prevent 
this Diſorder, and to keep thoſe dreadful 


 Nolifes from entring withia you, which 


outward and unforeſeen Accidents do pro- 
duce, 
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Tis true, that theſe terrible Sounds are 
very frequent, but Peace, lays the Spoule, 
z7s where my God is, and where I have the 


Fn ing to converſe with him. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1 faid, that theſe Noiſes were frequent, 
ang 1 may fay withal, that they are uni- 
verſal. 

- There are many Storms and Agitations 
in the Air we breath, many upon the Earth 
where we dwell, which we count fo firm, 
many, 2 and more than any where elſe, are 
in. the immortal Soul, by which we live. 
There {carce paſſes an hour wherein our 
Thoyghts are not tofſed ſeyeral ways, and 
our Reaſon Goes not fall at odds with our 

Pattons. 

fn like manner Cities, Provinces, and 
other Aſſcmblics of Men, are but 10 many 
Seas, WAcre 1t 15 a rare thing to meet with 
a calm day.; we fail all of us upon theſe 
Tempeſtuous Billows, but yet it does not 
neceſlarily follow, that our Minds ſhould 
be. ſhaken Ly, them, Man's*Soul depends 


093 on the'V, cliel That waſts it, much te's 
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on the tempeſtuous Noiſes reſounding 
round about him, or the ſtrange Revolu- 
tions, that amaze ſo many Perſons ; give 
an Ear you may to them, but have ao- 
thing to do there, more than to behold the 
buſie Medlers in themid(t of thoſe Whirl- 
winds, going this way, and that way, as 
they are carried and driven. 

How ſweet a thing it is to obſerve with 
a calm Spirit the Tempelt of a Mind where 
Paſſion reigns without can:roul. 

Whenſoever the Winds begin to rife, 
let\us make haſte to get into the Haven, 
let us flye to God as long as tie Storm 
laſts, let us remain cloſe to this dear Spouſe, 
converſ Ing with Him, and asking His 
Counſels: Then whilſt we enjoy the {iveet 
of this Divine Familiarity, ſupported be- 
tween His Arms, let us from thence behold 
the ſtrange Agitarions of the World, and 
tell Him what our Thoughts are of 
RE... 

Treat with God in theſe conjunures 
as you uſe to do with the Perlons you 
love ; When there happens ſome unex- 
pected. Change in the Publick Affairs, or 
that there ſtarts up ſome News of high 

N 3 1s 
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importance, It 15 a Pleaſure to us to tell it 
one-another, and to communicate our Opi- 
nions and Conjeftures thereupon. Take 
the ſame Pleature with God, and. ſhew 
him what you think of it, and all you have 
been told : True it is, All this is known 
to him before 1t was ever ſpoken of, but it 
is no lefs true, that he loves you, and that 
he would learn from your elf not only 
what paſſes in your own Houle and pri- 
vate Cloſet, but in the Common wealth 
alto, and amongſt the People. As foon 
as you ſhall hear of any Matter hapning 
{ſtrangely and unexpectedly, and thar 
makes a great noiſe and diſturbance, go 
and dilcourſe with him about it, who ex- 
pets you to this end ; fay to him with 

£11 David, That the Waters have 
fluminavecem raiſed their Voices ; That 
+ (0 there are great Tempeſts 
upon. the. Sea, and great Tumuits in the 
World ; That Chance has alter'd the At- 
fairs of the Earth, and made ſtrange Chan- 
es 1n the Stations of Men, by ſerting up 
and puling down beyond belief, although 
our Eyes behold it : Mirabiles Elationes 
Mars. But, my God, you may lay 'to 
IT4d | him, 
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that which is moſt to be wonder'd at in; 
theſe Downtals, is, to ſee the Man who 
riſes upon another's Ruine imagine he 1s 
ſeated at that heighth for ever. Theſe 
little Inſects carried up by the Waves to . 
the Clouds, look upon themſelves with 
as much Pride in this Elevation, as if they 
were ſeated upon firm Rocks, and forget 
that their Station depends wholly upon 
the Winds : all theſe Waves which For- 
tune has ſtirred up, and raiſed ſo high, 
will make but a moments appearance ; at 
the ſame time "they are riſen from their 
lownels, 'they are returning back to it 
again, 

The Ambitious, who mount thus high 
and pet at ſuch a diftance from their for- 
mer litclenels, riſe to this pitch, only to 
make the greater noiſe in the World by 
their Fall, and theſe very Mountains of 
their Greatneſs turn to their ruine, by fal 
ling back upon them, where they miſera- 
bly perith, and lye- buried in this Rub- 
bith. 

But the Reports of theſe Changes 
1 amongſt Creatures are of {mall impor- 
1 tance; the News that pleaſes and concerns 
N 4 me 
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me moltz) and: which my Heart: is conti- 
nually repeating, as the Angels are till 
telling it over and over to one another 
without ceaſe, is, that he whom we love 
does never change : ' Mirabiles elationes 
Maru Mirabili in altis dominus : You, my 
God, areithe ſame'this day that you ever 
were, and will eternally be the ſame: the 
immovable perpetuity of your Power,and 
of your Word, makes the Glory and Hap- 
Flaeſs of thoſe that ſerve you, [dem 7p/e 
es '&' anni tui non' deficient, yet give me 
leave to ſay, that what appears the moſt 
to 'be admired, and moſt pleaſes me, 1s, 
that at the-ſame time when your infinite 
Goodneſs gives me the News of the Per- 
ſeverance'of- your Grace and Protection 
on my. behalf, I can return you the News 
of the Eternity of my Love. The Hea- 
vens-and” Earth will change; my Goods, 
"my Houſe, my Friends, my Health, my 
Body, my Fortune, and my Life, mult 
:alio change'; they are changing at ' this 
inſtant; and at every hour they change, 
but my Love fhallnever alter :I willlove 
you as long as Iſhall live, asoften as ſhall 
draw my Breath, as laftingly as are 
W3ISB\Y | & 
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be my God.” Deus Cordi mei, &f pars mea 


[Deus in @fernum. 


— 
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.  Erit allocutioC ogitations mee, & tedit 


PARAPHRASE. 


- With God will I depoſite all my Cares, 
my Fears, and Troubles; ſhould his Pro- 


vidence and Juſtice deny to allow me that 
Conſolation my Hopes aim at, at leaſt 1 
ſhall have the Happineſs to have talked 
with him, and ſhewn ſure Marks of my 


Reſpect, and the Truſt I repoſe in him. 


From theDiſturbancesthat happen1n the 
World, let us paſs to thole which particu- 
larly ' touch and - concern our ſelves :: Tet 


'us make God acquainted with the Diſquiets 
-and Pains we undergo, by reaſon of our 


Afairs, and let us addreis our elves'to 
him inthe ſame words, which being dicta- 


'ted by him heretofore to a holy Spoule, 
. had a miraculous ctte&- C onfir ma: we 
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Deus, © reſpice ad opera Manuum mearam, 
ut-hoc, quod credens Cogitavi per te fieri 
poſſe perfictan. 
REFLECTIONS, 


There are uſuaily lodged in our Hearts 
certain Deſigns upon which our whole Fa- 
culties are bent, ſuch as our Imagination 
works upon night and day, to find out the 
Means may make them ſucceed, in ſpight 
of the Difficulties and Hindrances in their 
way : it your Mind be taken up with any 
of this nature, inſtead of applying your 
ſelf unprofitably to Men, who either can- 
not/ or will not aſfiſt and comfort you, go 
and talk with God, tell him all the ſccret 
Thoughts of your Heart on this occaſion : 
Exurge in occurſum meum & vide, tu do- 
mine Deus Virtutum. | contels, O my 
Lord,:that the Undertaking which you ſee 
difquiets\me, - when I look on it on each 
ſide, ſhews me nothing but ill Preſages 
and Dangers of Ruine : would you pleaſe 
to look 1ato it, you will own, that it 
ſtands in a fad condition, and that I am to 
be-pitied. | 


[ net- 
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[ neither can nor ought to forſake it; 1 
have begun it 12 the view of Men and : 
Angels, and both my Reputation and my 
Conſcience are concerned in it ; the Ho- 
nour of your Name, to which I have con- 
ſecrated my Blood and Life, the Good of 
my Neighbour, the Fidelity I owe to ma» 
ny Perſons of worth, who have built their 
Hopes upon my Word, would call for 
Vengeance againſt me, ſhould I defiſt. All 
the indiſpenſable Laws of Neceſſity bind 
me to a Perſeverance, and to ſtand uy 
with Courage againſt all Obſtacles : but 
my beſt Helps tail me, my Money, my 
Credit, and Favour : thoſe other Advan- 
tages, of which I had a proſpect formerly, 
have alſo diſappear'd of late ; and ſuch as 
I may expect will come, approach with a 
very flow pace ; the worlt of it is, thatin 
the mean while Time runs ſpeedily on, fo 
that through the Delays which Accidents 
cauſe, Death draws near and tells me, tho' 
all the reſt ſhould not be wanting, yet 
Time muſt fail me : I hear, methinks, its 
Voice every moment, like that of an Ene- 
my at hand; threatning to deſtroy with 


my (elf all my Deſigns and Hopes, and lay 


us 
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us. together in one Grave : What can I do 
ia this Condition ? 

You that Rule in Hearts, O my God, 
you that infuſe into them whatſoever you 
pleaſe, whoſe Hands hold the Keys of eve. 
ry Treaſure, and have Strength to ſtop 
the Current of Time, notwithſtanding its 
violence, give me leave, O my Lord, to 
life up my Eyes, and lay open my Sorrows 
to you; you cannot bur ſee my Tears, 
but then you ſee my Sins withal, and yet 
your Mercy is not the leſs for that ; if [ 
be an Ingrateiul Wretch, you are a GOD: 
it is none of my intent to demand Miracles 
of you, I only dare preſume to pour out 
my Tears at your Feet, and tell you with 
trembling, poor Nothing as I am, that 
your Pity asks of you great matters for 
me, and that .your powerful Hand can do 
all thiogs. * 4 
- True it, is, my deareſt Lord, as you in- 
wardly tell me, thar perhaps the ſuccee- 
ding of this Enterprize may leſs conduce to 
the Good of my Neighbour, and the .Ho- 
nour of your Name, than my Patience and 
nah would do, whulft you ſuffer 

Aistortune and Death. to. overthrow all 
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my Deſigns, and me to periſh under the 
ruines of my Labours ; or elie ſhould I 
kve, and bear quietly the weight of my 
Ruine, perhaps it would prove more plea- 
ſing to you, than if I ſhould paſs my days 
in Happineſs and Honour, by the lucky ac- 
compliſhment of wv hat you put into my 


1 Mind. 


{ It belongs to you, O my God, todeter- 
mine which will pleaſe you beſt, who 
know how I ſhall appear before your Eyes 
m either Condition : but give me leave to 
ſay, that you who like to ſee this humble 
Refignation in the Souls you cheriſh and. 
have choſen ; do not #ondemn 1n them 
however the ardent Deſires of cffeCtin 
ſuch Deſigns as they may hope will bring 
Glory to your Name. 

'You are pleaſed when they ſay amo- 
rouſly and ſincerely ; 1 am ready for all, 
do your Will with me; my Religion and 
my Life are bent to adore the Decrees of 
your Wiſdom ; I adore them, and offer 
my ſelf a Sacrifice to them, but, my God, 
view my Heart, and do not refuſe to your. 
Love the knowing my Inclinations, and 
the hearkening alter my Sights. 7 

Ko Well, 
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Well, my Divine Maſter, I look with- 
out Terror upon the DeſtruSRion you pro- 
poſe of my Deſigns and me; my Whole 
Being adores your Providence, and an- 
fivers, Non ficut ego Yolo, ſed ficat tu; but 
yet you forbid me not the Freedom, no 


more than you did to: Daniel, to diſcover | 


.my Deſires to you, and to fend out my 
Sighs in your preience. I ama Nothing, 
and leſs yet than ſo, but nevertheleſs, 
amidſt this Nothingnels, wherein it is my 
due to place my felt : 1 have a Voice and 
Tears able to reach to the Sublimity where 
you are ; I call then, and 1 weep, truſting 
that you cannot. Behold the Tears which 


flow from my Eyes, without having the | 


Will to know their Meaning ; Shall I tell 


it you, my God, I weep to obtain Comfort | 
from you, for the weakeſt of all your 


Creatures, to obtain thar your Power may 


be glorified by granting me the Helps ne- 


ceſftary for the accompliſhment of that 
\Workon which your Inſpiration'and Grace 
have put me : I ſpeak after the 'Example 
of! Faditrh, whoſe Reſignation and Humi- 
{ity hinder'd her not from expreſſing her 
'Defiresto you. Confirma me' domine, & 
v #) Jod | re 
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reſpice ad opera manuum mearum, ut hoc, 
qued Credens Cogitavi per. te fieri poſſe 
rficiam. | 
In ſhort, the thing that would bring me 


4 By 


an infinite deal of Comfort, were, That the 
Angels, after having ſeen my Hearts fub- 


million to your Orders, and been Witneſ- 
les that I am ready, like Abraham, to lacri- 
fice to you what is molt cear to mein the 
World, and give up to your Will all my 


Deſires, though never ſo juſt-and pleaſing, 


might have Right to ſay the ſame of me, 
which they faid to you heretofore, ſpeak- 
ing of David, Defiderium anime ejus tri- 
Buiſti ei © voluntate labiorum ejus non frau- 
daſti eum. 

I muſt confeſs, O my God, that ' you 
have no need of me to honour you either 
on Earth or in Heaven, ſince you are able 
by a word ſpeaking to produce millions 
of Angels and Seraphims, and millions of 
new Worlds, whereby you may receive 
more honour ina one day than you --can 
have from.me during Eternity. | I doown 


It, O Infinite, Greatneſs, and yet you that 


know. all things, O Adored Origin of all 
my Enterprijzes, and Eternal Center of my 
| Peace _ 
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Peace and Aﬀections, you muſt needs 
know, that amongſt rhe accidental Joys 
of the Future Lite, the greateſt, and thoſe 
which will touch us the neareſt, will be to 
ſee. how our little Deſigns of this World 
here below, undertaken and happily ac- 
compliſhed through your Benedi&tion, will 
prove an inexhauſtibleSpring,trom whence 
you will derive all the Glory that we are 
oblig'd to wiſh you. : 

Allow me then, O my God, to aſpire 
after this Happineſs, and to beg-that you 
will crown my weak-Endeavours with that 
Succeſs, by which | may hope you will 
be eternally-honoured : tor, what is Time 
to me, or Eternity itſelf, unleſs I be ſfome- 
thing to you 1n it ? 
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M A XI M XXIV. 


Vent, dilefe mi, Egrediamur in agrum, 
Commorremur in Viflis, Cant. vu. 


PARAPHRASE, 


Where there is ſuch a Love amongſt 
Men, as that they cannot live with any 
eaſe alunder, nor enjoy themſelves with- 
out a mutual communication of their 
Thoughts, it makes them uſually call upon 
one another in theſe words ; Come, /et us 
leave the Town, and retire together into the 
Country. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


When a Maa is placed on the great 
Theatre of this World, by holding tome 
honourable Employment in the Affairs of 
State, or in thoſe of Juſtice, it is doubtleſs 
a Condition that affords ſome happy Mo- 
ments, tho' often but ſad Days, and never 
fails to give occaſions of vexation, 


O After 
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Aﬀer a Man has been fitting in ſome 
- Court, toiled with a Buſineſs that has laſted 
ſeven or eight hours, his Body and his 
Mind quite ſpent with Wearineſs, when he 
returns home in hope of getting a litthk 
Quiet, what a thing it is for him to find 


waiting at his Gate a number of Suppl: 


cants, who follow him into his Hall, up 
to his Chamber, into his very Cloſet, 
begging a moments audience, whilſt at 
the ſame time his Heart begs of him a 
little Reſpite to breath in, and cannot ob- 


tain it > What a kind of Life is this ? Is it | 


not for a Man to be baniſhed from him- 

ſelf in his own Houſe, and to be' divorced 

from all that is dear to him in the World ? 
Obſerve, that beſides our ſelves there 


are three ſorts of Perſons which are no leſs ! 


dear to us, and ſtick as cloſe to our Hearts 


as does our Life, I mean our Family, our | 


intimate and faithful Friends, and above 
all, our God and Maker. 

To pals whole days then, far from theſe 
precious Shares of us; to ſee from mor- 


- ning to night only Strangers, ' Men trou- | 


 blelome, and whoſe Buſineſs it is to perle- 


- cute and torment us ; I fay once more, | 


what 
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what is it but a Real Baniſhmeat > 

And what Help is there for theſe Trou- 
bles 2 what Means is there to breath in 
quier, at leaſt for ſome little time, unleſs 
it be to take our flight, as Nature and 
Heaven has taught us to do, and to carry 
with us into ſome Country Solitude thoſe 
inſeparable Perſons, whom our Heart is 
ſtill calling for atevery moments abſence 2 
Yeni dilefte mi, fays the Wite to her Hul- 
band, the Son to his Father, ſays one true 
Friend to another, fays the Underſtanding 
Man to himſelf, ſays the Devout Soul to 
its God; Yeni dilefte mi, egrediamur in 
agrum Commorremur in Villis. 

It is in this Solitude where you truly 
enjoy your Family, and your Family en- 
joys you, where you have nothing to do 
more than to mind it, by which you give 
your. ſelf the Satisfaction you owe to 
your excellent good Nature : here it. is 
where you find a renewing of your Lite, 
with the poſſeſſion of theſe beloved Per- 
ſons, a Life that was loſt before in a la- 
byrinth of publick affairs, where one meets 
with all manner of ways, except that of 
getting out of it, and with all manner of 

Q'-3 Per- 
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Perſons, except thoſe we care for : 4; 
omnia nift tu, ſed quid omnia fine te 2 

You will own, in this agreeable Retire- 
ment, the Truth of what a great Perſon of 
our Country faid, who lived in this latter 
Age, *Thata Man whom Heaven has well 
* allotted in Wite and Children, is in his 
* own Houſe, by the pollefſion of them at 
* the higheſt pitch of Honour that Ambi- 
* tion can aim at, and that no Employ- 
* ment can be more glorious and pleaſing 
* to him, than to rule there in(weet Peace, 
* where he duly and pertefly loves, and 
* 15 beloved. 

In this ſame Solitude it is, that you allo 
truly enjoy your Friend ; here his Time, 
his Life, and his Mind will be yours, as 
much as his own ; here waiking together 
in ſome ſolitary Grove, communicating 
your Thoughts, ard eatcriaining one-ano- 
ther upon ii veral Subjects, either of Mo» 
rality, Hiſtorv, or Pohcy, when you find 
that your Conceptions make a pleaſing 
Impreiton in your Friend, and that his 
Anfivers bring you a {uitable Return, you 
will have cauſe to make to one-another 
the nvted Complement of thoſe ancient 

= Friends : 
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Friends : Alter alteri, Theatrum ſumus ; 
I am your Theatre, and you are mize. To 
have your attention to what I ſay, and re- 
ceive your ſincere and undiſſembled Ap- 
probation, 1s an Honour more charming to 
me, than it would be to have rhe applauſe 
of Kings and Courts, or to be tamed to 
after times by the Pens of the molt cele» 
brated Writers : Alter alteri, Theatrum 


ſamus. 


The Delight you take in this kind 1s 
perte&tiy compleated, when in concluſion 
of Serious Diſcourſes you come to enjoy 
the Freedom of diverting one another by 
an ealte communication proper for this 
purpoſe ; then you let looſe your Soul to 
all that is charming in Merriment and 
Jeſting, and take the whole Pleaſure that 
a familiarity of Hearts does uſually begetr. 

At ſuch a time as this you will be rea- 
dy to think of that fine Expreſlion of Cz- 
cero uſed to his deareſt Friend, nam tc- 
cum apricationem in Lucretino tuo ſole ma- 
lim, quam iſta omnia Regna : 1 vow, m 
dear Atticus, that I would chuſe to poſſeſs 
one little Chamber near you, in your Country 


Houſe, rather than all thoſe Kingdoms, to 
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which the great Leader of our Armies does 
aſpire. | 

In fine, O Chriſtian, in this ſame Soli- 
tude it is, where you have the Pleaſure 
perfetly to enjoy your ſelf, fuch a Plea- 
ſure as you are continually ſighing after, 
during the Troubles and Toils of the Em- 
ployments you are in; but be mindful, 
that the ſureſt way to be right with your 
ſelf, is to be perfeAly ſo with God : Yeni 
dilefte mi, egrediamur in agrum, Commor- 
remur in Vills. 


—_ 
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MAXIM XXV. 
Donum & Pax eſt, eleflis ejus. Sap. iii. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Peace, the moſt precious Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, dwells in the Hearts and Hou- 
ſes of the Elect. 


REFLECTIONS. 


It will Fgnifie little ro have Riches in 
your Family, if you want Peace 1 tt : 
How many mighty and wealthy Houſes 
do we lee become the Horror and the Scan- 
dal both of Heaven and Earth, by their 
domeſtick Diſcords ! 

Two unruly Horſes put into a Boar, 
where there is a Company of Paſlengers, 
that fight and drown with themſelves all 
theſe Perſons, who go about to part them, 
is the true Figure of that Man and his 
Wife who are daily renewing of old Quar- 
rels and Diſputes, and flying to their Kin- 
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dred and Friends with their Complaiats; 


their Children diſſatisfied both with Father 


and Mother, joyn.in a Scandalous Faction, 
and do all they can to defame and ruine 
them ; their Servants, ill exampled, carry 
abroad all the Reproaches they make one 
to another, and divulge them far and near, 
with the Diſorders of their Maſter's and 
Miſtrefles Life, whether true or falſe : Ia 
fine, the Curſes and Blaſphemies which 
their Fury begets ringing continually in 
the Ears of their Neighbours, to ſhow the 
deplorable Condition of their Temper and 
Affairs, are to be reckoned as ſo many 
Tempefts, that come from Heaven with 
its Malediion, ready to make the Earth 
open under their Feet, and {wallow them 
up with their Unhappy Family, in which, 
according to St. Gregory, the Fire of Hell 
is already kindled, for a beginning of their 
Damnation, which i is to end in everlaſting 
Deſpairs. 

Get you Peace within your Doors; to 
effec which, follow the Counſel of that old 
Philoſopher, who ſeeing a Man tranſpor- 
ted with Fury, asked him, what it was 
gave him that bigh Diſpleaſure, _ ai 
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whom he was ſo angry : A? my Shadow, 
anſwer'd this furious Man, 7 rus after' it 
as faſt as I can, to ſtop it; I call, and 
threaten it with Oaths, and with my Sword, 
#nd uſe all ways to bring it to my Will, but 
to no purpoſe, which makes me mad. What 
would you have withit > [ would have zt, 
fays he, fland ſtill, and not move. Stand 
you (till your ſelf, replied the Philoſopher, 
and make no manner of motion; do not you 
ftir, and you will ſee it will obey you pre- 
ſently, and keep it ſelf in the poſture you 
would have it. What would you be at, ad- 
ded he> Tou call to your Shadow to be 
wiſe, and at the ſame time you play the Fool, 
and forget that this Shadow is not to be ru- 
led by your Words, but your Example. 

Do as I have ſaid; get Peace into your 
Family, ſeek to lodge it there from the be- 
ginning, by taking a due Authority upon 
you, which is nor to be done by entring 
into it with Heats and Fury, ſo to ſhow 
that your Temper wilt exempt no Body 
from its Severity ; this would be to de- 
clare, that you would have your Shadow, 
that is, the People under your Obcdience, 
be as mad as your ſelf, and to make the 
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turbulency of your Spirit ſhake the whole 
Frame of your Houſe, and turn every 
thing in tit the wrong ſide upwards : 
where a Mad-man governs, there will not 
be any thing ſeen but Folly and Madneſs in 
thar Family. 

« To take a true poſſeſſion of your Au- 
© thority, ſays St. Gregory, you muſt make 
* it appear by your Words, 'and by the 
« Temper of your Mind, which you ſet 
© before the Eyes of your Domeſticks, that 
* you love your own Duty, and that you 
* would have thoſe that live under you 
* like their Duty alſo after your Example, 
* and apply themſelves to it,not &y chiding 
© and noiſes, but as their pleaſure and con- 
* tent. 

To ſucceed in this, the whole Point 
lies, according to the Opinion of that holy 
Door, in making your ſelf to be both 
feared and loved by your Family : Make 
your ſelf, fays he, to be feared, without 
bringing forth one word of heat and inconſt- 
derate raſhneſs: make your ſelf to be loved, 
without uſing any unfitting Compliances and 
Familiarities, and leaſt of all ſuch Fondneſ- 
ſes, as will ſooner gain you Contempt than. 
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win yow Hearts : In the preſence of your 
Servants and Children there ſhould not be 
700 great a freedom of Words, rather a Re- 
ſerve, but let the Ayre of your Face ſhew all 
the SweetneſS and Humanity imaginable, 
accompanied with a certain Gracefulueſs able 
to beget in thoſe you govern a high opinion 
of your Virtue, aud a reſpettful and true love 
for your Perſon, joyned to an earneſt defire 
to pleaſe you. 

Follow herein the Rules of Wiſdom, and 
not the Example of ſome Maſters, whoin- 
deed uſe not any words, but yet by their 
angry Silence and curit ſulpicious Looks 
do accuſe the firſt rhey meet with, and 
 diftaſte every one that comes near them, 
cauſing this way more noiſe and diſorder 
in a Family, than others doby letting looſe 
the Reins to the violence of their Choler. 

The moſt beneficial matter that I cans 
propoſe here to you, 1s to place often be- 
fore your Thoughts the Picture of that 
happy Family, whici the Prophet David 
has drawn, ranked about a Table at the 
time of their Repaſt, with a Decency, that 
the Angels ſeem to invite one another to 
behold and admire : This Family is com- 
poſed 
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poſed of a Maſter who has no other deſign 
in his governing, but to pleaſe God ; of - 
Miſtreſs that has no other aim in this low 
World, but to be pleaſing to her Husband, 
and to ſee her Children grow up in Grace 
and Wiſdom ; of Children, that have in a 
manner but one Heart, Nature and Educa. 
tion having begot this conformity amongſt 


them, which does happily encreaſe with | 
their Age. In this Piece is ſeen beſides 


Peace, ÞPiety, Proſperity, and Abundance 
crowning this Family in this Lie, and God 
beholding it, with expectation to receive 
it into another Life infinitely more happy, 
which he has prepared for it. Doxum 
Pax eſt eleflis ejus. Ecce fic benedicitur 
homo qui timet Dominum. 
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